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God is My Father!

I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you (John 14:18).

We cannot thank you and our other SGA 
partners enough for your support of the 
SGA-sponsored Orphans Reborn (OR) 
ministry across Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, 
and Central Asia. Every wonderful report 
and testimony we receive is a result of the 
Lord working through His people to bring 
lonely, forgotten boys and girls to Himself. 

In Russia’s Krasnoyarsk region, Kristina 
Rudaya is one of the faithful OR workers 
ministering Christ’s love to hundreds of 
children in local orphanages and children’s 
homes. She reports that the kids at the 
Krasnoyarsk Children’s Home are eager 

participants in the Bible lessons and other 
activities . . . 

God has allowed us to hold Bible 
lessons with the children from 
one group (family) housed at the 
children’s home. The one girl in the 
family cannot attend our lessons 
because she cannot hear. The little 
boys, however, are very happy that we 
come to see them. They try very hard 
to finish all of their schoolwork and 
orphanage chores so they can be free 
for the Bible lesson. During our time 
together, they are actively involved in 
the discussions and ask questions. We 
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The orphan children are often eager 
participants in the Bible lessons, memorizing 

Scripture and the lesson points. 

Arts and crafts help teach Bible truths.
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The violent conflict in eastern Ukraine 
continues to ravage many lives to this day. 
The fighting has displaced thousands of 
families and their world has been turned 
upside down. But amid all the hostility, God 
is at work bringing people to Himself as 
faithful missionary pastors share His love 
and the life-changing Gospel. Recently, SGA-
sponsored missionary Oleg Larkov sent a 
wonderful testimony from a young mother 
named Anna, whose family had to flee from 
Donetsk to Kiev. She movingly relates how 
the Lord has come into her life, and tells of 
her hope for the future . . . 

Our house in Donetsk was located near 
the airport, and it was a nice, quiet 
neighborhood. On May 16, 2014, the 
militants took control of the airport and 
our quiet, daily life ended. Fighting was 
very intense, and sometimes the shelling 
would catch us while we were out on 
the streets, with no place to hide. One 
day we were on our way to a children’s 
clinic because my infant son was sick. 
The shelling started up, and almost 
miraculously, I managed to crawl down 
to the bomb shelter of the machinery 
manufacturing plant. We had to spend 
the night there without food or water, 
sitting on the pipes in the shelter. My 
son was nursing at the time, and that 
helped me to calm him down. I was 
praying for my family’s survival.

Our displacement was very hard—

leaving all our family and friends 
behind. My husband was a driver in a 
battalion, and his vehicle came under 
fire, injuring him. In Kiev, we were 
homeless and penniless, and what help 
we got from the government went to my 
husband’s care. I came to the church for 
the first time in April 2015 after a new 
acquaintance told us that the church 
helped those who are displaced with 
food. When I came to receive a parcel, 
I stayed for the service and was deeply 
touched with what I heard. The pastor 
explained in an understandable manner 
how I could have a relationship with 
the Living God. When I heard that I—an 
ordinary person—could talk to God 
in simple words, I was astonished and 
bewildered! The pastor’s family helped 
me with food and clothing. And much 
more valuable, I heard God’s Word. I 
turned to Him in repentance and was 
baptized. I am extremely thankful to 
God for leading me here! 

There is much more to Anna’s story. Her 
son is now three years old and thankfully 
remembers nothing about the war. Anna is 
praying for the salvation of her husband, 
and her little boy now goes to children’s 
Sunday school. Anna herself is actively 
involved in the ministry of the church. We 
praise God, and thank you—our partners—
for supporting the Crisis Evangelism Fund 
ministry in Ukraine. The needs are as great 
as ever! 

have been reading John MacArthur’s 
Faith to Grow On book, along with 
the Bible. The boys are reading it 
independently and with interest! 

Alexei Olyonyev is one of my helpers 
in the OR team. He is a graduate of 
the orphanage himself, and is now 
a brother in Christ and member of 
our church! One day, Lyosha (whom 

we call Alexei) sang the song “Jesus 
is Champion No. 1” to the kids. It 
was a hit, and now we sing it at the 
beginning of every lesson. During 
one lesson, we spoke about being 
an orphan and how that ends for 

everyone who receives Jesus as their 
Lord. There is no better Father than 
our Heavenly Father. This really 
touched several of the children. For 
example, 14-year-old Artur often 
dreams of his mother and father. His 
mother left him at age 4, and this is 
a painful memory. After a week when 
we met again, several children said 
that they were no longer orphans, 
and Artur spoke up. He said, “God is 
my Father!” 

I believe God is working in these 
young hearts. We trust that the Word 
has been sown, and it will bring forth 
fruit in His time. Please pray for us, 
dear friends! 

What a beautiful illustration of God’s 
limitless power and chain of grace in 
the lives of young boys and girls—
most of whom have endured very deep 
heartbreak. May the Lord draw many to 
Himself as they hear of His love. Please 
keep praying and supporting Orphans 
Reborn!

A War Refugee Finds Eternal Refuge in Christ

Please remember to pray for the Orphans Reborn teams and the children as they spend 
time together. May God open their young hearts to the Gospel and Christ’s love.

As an orphan himself, Alexei can identify with 
the children he is reaching through his songs.

Anna and her family



Dear brothers and sisters,

Our evangelism team sends to you our heartfelt thanks. Because of your 

financial support, we have had great opportunities to render physical 

and spiritual assistance to those who are in need here due to the 

conflict. There are families who are receiving ongoing help, as well as 

new people in need. We give thanks to the Lord for the opportunity to fulfill the Great 

Commission of Christ, who is risen and is coming again! May the Lord bless you in your 

work and reward you according to His riches! Pastor Vasily Dmitrev

Vozrozhdenie Church in Zaporozhye

Editor’s Note: Eric Mock—SGA’s vice president of ministry operations—had the 

opportunity to visit Pastor Vasily and observe his ministry outreaches, including a 

small church he is planting in one of the towns in the conflict zone. Eric related the 

following encouraging report when he returned home . . . 

This church plant had grown to about 40 members when the violence came to 

Vasily’s city. The building was shelled, and Vasily found himself ministering to both 

soldiers and refugees. He began a soup kitchen and fed people three times a week—

equipped through SGA’s Crisis Evangelism Fund. Eighteen people have repented in 

the past two years, including two soldiers! As I visited the families, people responded 

with tears, telling me that they literally had nothing to eat, but then believers came 

with food. They had been distant from God and comfortable with their way of 

life, knowing nothing of the Gospel, but through tragedy and displacement, they 

have now heard the Gospel, attend a special Friday Bible study for refugees, and 

their families attend church. One young mother I visited cried out, “Praise God 

for the churches in America who gave for this need.  We had no food, nothing, and 

now we can eat and now we attend church and learn about God.” The need will 

remain for quite some time as the fighting continues. There are more than 40,000 

refugees in this city still trying to sort out their lives. Praise God that He has raised 

up small churches to be His witnesses to a lost and hurting people!

Thanksgiving From Ukraine: Crisis Evangelism Fund

Easter is long past, but I wanted to share a bit of our celebration with the 
children at the orphanages. We had all kinds of activities along with Bible 
lessons to teach the children the real meaning of this celebration. We had a 
lesson on the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The children were very 
attentive and some of them were crying. One of the boys from high school came 
to us and said that the Bible story had touched him very much. He said that 
after he graduates from the orphanage, he wants to come to our church and 
wants to be a Christian, because now he understands what God has done for 
him. We are so glad! Please pray for him as he must spend one year in the army 
by law. And then he wants to be with us more often! 

One Sunday, the administrator of the Duhovschina orphanage came to our 
church. The director went to the platform and told the church how much they 

appreciate everything that 
the church is doing for the 
children. Praise God!

Olya Ignatenkova
Orphans Reborn Coordinator 

in Smolensk

We continue to meet and fellowship with families who have heard the Gospel. 
One couple—Sergei and Tatyana—are ethnic Moldovan. They came here to 
Sukhinichi several years ago. Tatyana used to come to church often, but Sergei 
didn’t like it. So we decided to visit them, and prayed for their repentance. One 
day on their way to Moscow, they were in a serious car accident. The car was 
totaled and both ended up in the hospital with bad injuries. Tatyana had three 
broken ribs. All of Sergei’s ribs were broken. They asked us to pray for them as 
they recover, and we are praying that they will hear God’s voice calling them to 
Himself.

Sergei Volokitin
SGA-sponsored Missionary Pastor in Kaluga, Russia

This month, we want to share a few more wonderful testimonies from 
SGA-sponsored missionary pastors and children’s workers across the 
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS). Your faithfulness is truly 
having great impact, and our faithful God and Father is truly changing lives 
for eternity! 

The young mother with her son



 Written by SGA-Sponsored Missionary 
Pastors in the Conflict Zone

The towns and settlements that are 
located in eastern Ukraine’s conflict zone 
have been hit hard by the hostilities that 
have continued to rage. And these are the 
locations where we have our churches 
quietly serving. Some factories are not 
operating; some places have had power 
and water supplies cut off. We buy food 
parcels and distribute them through local 
churches, having invited needy villagers 
beforehand. These events normally bring 
a lot of people together. We begin with a 
worship service and then distribute the 
food parcels. And the churches in these 
dangerous regions are seeing new people 
coming—people who have come to faith and 
have sincerely repented before the Lord. 
This year, we believe we will have more new 
baptized believers than ever before. There 
are churches today where they have more 
unbelievers than believers attending! 

Our Lord is able to turn bitter things into 
sweet honey. Before the war, there were 
over 9,000 church members in the entire 
Donetsk regional Baptist Union. Today, only 
6,600 people are left, while others were 
forced to relocate to safer places. But we 
witness how God is adding more people 
to the churches! About a month ago, our 
church in one village bought property in 
a neighboring village for the purpose of 
building a new church. Four years ago, we 
started a small Bible study group at one 
home there, and now the group has grown 
up to 20 adults and 20 children. Our new 
property is basically an unfinished house; 
therefore the project will require a lot of 
remodeling. This past May, we held the first 
worship service in the front yard. Besides 
believers, there were 40 unbelievers who 
visited the service that day. After the 
service, we handed out food parcels and 
blessed people in the name of the Lord. We 
have established a good relationship with 
the new people. 

In June, we celebrated the 7th anniversary of 
our Rehab Center. It has cared for more than 
300 men. About 70 persons became believers 
and a part of the church. Please pray for us as 
we continue providing food to disadvantaged 
families and children from poor families, 
as well as the families who have become 
refugees to other regions of Ukraine.
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Russia Grieves Over Fatal Summer Camp 
Tragedy

A tragic drowning accident at a secular, non-
church operated summer camp in Russia’s 
Karelia region this past summer grieved 
hearts across Russia and around the world. 
As of this writing, 15 children lost their lives 
at a local lake when the three tourist boats 
carrying them capsized in a storm. 

Per media and official reports, 47 children 
and four camp instructors were on Syamozero 
Lake during very bad weather. Large waves 
and strong winds from the storm capsized 
the boats, throwing the children into the 
water. Some managed to make it to shore, but 
because of the cold and force of the waves 
the 15 could not make it. The other survivors 
spent the night freezing on an island, unable 

to call for help. Five children were treated 
for hypothermia according to Russia’s 
Emergencies Ministry. Authorities shut the 
camp down and several associated with the 
camp were arrested. Russian prime minister 
Dmitri Medvedev charged the trip’s organizers 
with “absolutely flagrant negligence.”

This tragic accident immediately had impact 
on SGA-sponsored summer camp ministries, 
with some orphanages in Russia refusing 
to allow children to go to church camps as 
they had previously. Please join us in praying 
for the grieving families, asking for God’s 
comfort. Also intercede for our summer camp 
ministries, praying for God’s protection, and 
that the ministries will be able to continue as 
they have, reaching young and old alike with 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

How You Can Help
We rejoice with thanksgiving for the many great testimonies 
we receive from the faithful workers in the Orphans Reborn 
ministry. The prayers and support of our partners is having 
true, eternal impact in the lives of many boys and girls who 
desperately need the love of God. 
But your prayers and support of 
SGA helps accomplish so much 
more—providing Russian-language 
Bibles and Christian literature, 
Bible training, children’s ministries, 
compassion ministry, and help 
for missionary pastors in the field 
proclaiming the Gospel. Please pray 
about how you can help today!

Subscribe to 
SGA’s New 
Electronic 

Publications!

Just go to our 
website

www.sga.org

CIS in the News

Seeking God in Troubled Times
Ukraine Crisis Evangelism Fund Update

Believers in the east are determined to carry on 
their ministry despite the dangers of war and 

conflict. 
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Who is the voice for children? 
Hardly a day goes by that we don’t 
hear of situations that involve 
children captured by negative 
circumstances beyond their control. 
Life for little ones is often unfair 
and unfortunate. In Matthew 19, 
Jesus placed His hands on the 
children and prayed for them.

What do we do for children?

As a mission, we hold a special 
place for children and especially 
orphans. UNICEF recently reported 
that globally in 2015, 16 million 
babies were born in war zones. My 
mind wonders about what kind of 
life they will experience.

We have many orphanages in most 
cities and communities that we 
visit in the CIS.  While on our last 

trip with a work team to Ukraine, I 
arranged a visit to two orphanages. 
It was graduation day, and we were 
privileged to honour the children, 
then have a meal with them.  More 
than bricks and mortar was the 
memory of these visits that made 
the greatest impact. We purchased 
special food packets and left them 
for the children.

The need is obvious and we will 
change a child’s destiny with 
your help. We support incredibly 
dedicated workers who visit the 
orphanages. Please consider how 
you can assist in impacting a child’s 
life for eternity.

You can discover more specific 
needs by contacting our office or 
looking on our website.

CANADA

Canadian Connection
By Bill Ball


