
Making Young Disciples
Christmas Training for Young Evangelists in Chelyabinsk
Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations . . . (Matthew 28:19). 

The Scripture verse above is from the 
glorious Great Commission given to us 
by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
And the Lord Jesus Himself, by His 
glorious example of complete devotion 
to the Father and His ministry, set the 
benchmark for all of us—His people—to 
follow in reaching others with the Gospel. 
Young believers across Russia are learning 
of Him, following Him, and in turn setting 
a pattern for other youth and even adults 
to follow. Not only are they learning to 
be disciples—they are also learning how 
to make new disciples themselves. Your 
support for SGA’s Youth IN Ministry 
program is helping to make it possible. 

Christmas Ministry in Chelyabinsk

Located in the southern Ural Mountains, 
Russia’s Chelyabinsk region is a 
difficult place for ministry. Decades of 
environmental pollution under the Soviet 
system and poverty are among its many 
problems. Here Pastor Vadim Ivanov 

labors as an SGA-sponsored missionary 
pastor and as a mentor for the youth in 
His church. Vadim is rejoicing as these 
young men and women grow in the Lord 
and become witnesses. The spiritual 
ground can be very hard to till, but 
Vadim’s youth are eager to put their hand 
to the plow . . . 

Any ministry in the name of Jesus 
makes us united and strong in 
overcoming many difficulties. When 
we are together, we are strong! We 
know the source of strength and 
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Russian youth find great joy in ministry 
opportunities as God provides.
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By Pastor Ivan in Belarus

Last fall, our youth participated in a 
very important conference focused on 
relationships between men and women, 
and marriage. Young people have a lot of 
questions on this subject and here, they 
received biblical answers. My prayer 
is that our youth will live their lives 
according to the Bible. I thank the Lord for 
this opportunity, and I ask you to pray for 
our youth and their continued spiritual 
growth in Christ.

Putting Faith Into Practice

One of our theme verses is . . . For just as 
the body without the spirit is dead, so also 
faith without works is dead (James 2:26). 
We regularly conduct youth meetings and 
our priority is to put God and His Word 
in first place. We are actively training 
them to be in ministry. We read the Bible, 
spend time in fellowship, and meditate on 
the Word of God. We prepare songs for 
Sunday worship after the youth meeting. 
The young brothers alternate in preparing 
sermons. I am so thankful for their desire 
to serve the Lord. There is no need to 
remind them of their duties—they are 
ready and eager to serve. May the Lord 
continue to fill their hearts with the desire 
to serve Him, and glorify His Name. 

Fully Engaged in Their Ministries

There is a small church in our region 

that celebrated its anniversary, and our 
youth were eager to take part in their 
celebration. They are thankful to serve 
not only in our church, but also in nearby 

churches. The youth understand that this 
is a ministry opportunity, and they must 
take advantage of opportunities that God 
provides. Our teens were also invited to an 
ordination ceremony at one of the village 
churches. The ceremony itself encouraged 
these young brothers to ponder their 
future and pray about becoming pastors. 
The most important thing is to keep them 
growing in Christ and in their faith. 

Last Christmas was notable because our 
youth were completely in charge of the 
Christmas program. They prepared the 
decorations, programs, and costumes 
for the children’s Christmas outreach. 
God blessed their performances and the 
children listened very intently to the Good 
News about Christ. The Word of God was 
planted into the hearts of the children and 
their parents. Please join me in praising 
the Lord for our youth, and please pray 
for them always. May they ever burn for 
Christ and His ministry every day of their 
lives!

eternal joy—Christ Himself. We are 
one team, one body, united in the 
body of Christ. Our Christmas ministry 
is a great example. Ministering to 100 
children takes much effort, patience, 
and commitment. Over the Christmas 
season in 2014, new youth leaders 
were born as they discovered the gifts 
that God has given them for ministry, 
and the children heard the Gospel! 

According to Vadim, the young people 
place a high priority on the study of God’s 
Word. He teaches them, “Dust on the 
Bible leads to corrosion in the heart!” 
The Word implanted (James 1:21) will 
transform them and prepare them for 
ministry. Their vision is to see an entire 
generation of Christian youth be used 
as God’s instrument for the spiritual 
awakening of Russia. Vadim shared the 
story of one girl who had come to the Lord 

at 14, but then drifted until God’s Word 
began to work in her heart . . . 

This girl had attended our Sunday 
school as a child, and when she 
got older, she walked away from 
the church. She got involved with 
an unbelieving boyfriend, which 
resulted in various sad consequences. 
She quickly fell into depression and 
disillusionment, while her mother 
and sister interceded for her in 
prayer. In 2012, they got her to a 
youth conference in Ufa, where she 
repented at last. Over the next two 
years through a home Bible study, her 
relationship with God was restored, 
and now she is happy in the Lord and 
active in the youth ministry!

Vadim also oversees a sports ministry, 
which is drawing many young boys to 
the church. This is an activity many 
Russian evangelical churches pursue 
for effective outreach to younger people 
in their neighborhoods. There is plenty 
of fellowship along with study of God’s 
Word, and in Vadim’s region, distribution 
of evangelistic literature. Please pray for 
these special youth as they get ready for 
this year’s Christmas outreaches. May the 
Lord use them mightily in bringing many 
more to Himself.

Learning to Live Biblically

Youth taking part IN the service.

Sports ministry is a wonderful way to draw 
young people to fellowship with Christian 

youth.

The eager voices of young children singing 
praises to God are a blessing!

Bible lessons and colorful illustrations are 
heard and observed intently by the children.

Youth Ministry in Belarus



Pray in Advance for Immanuel’s Child!

Permit the children to come to Me; do not hinder them; for the 
kingdom of God belongs to such as these (Mark 10:14).

Only a few more short weeks, and it will be time for Immanuel’s 
Child Christmas outreaches across Russia and her neighboring 
countries. While most of these outreaches will take place around 
Russian Christmas on January 7, some churches in the CIS are also 
observing Western Christmas on December 25. 

Last Christmas, nearly 14,000 children were reached with the 
Gospel and received special gifts made possible by participating 
North American churches. In addition, the hearts of adults were 
also impacted, with more than 7,800 reached and 460-plus who are 

now attending church. Please pray in advance for 
this year’s outreaches, asking God to draw many 
to Himself. If your church would be interested in 
becoming part of Immanuel’s Child in the future, 
please let us know by calling 1-800-BIBLE-50. 
Or your church can receive a kit by signing up 
via SGA’s website for an Immanuel’s Child kit—
http://www.sga.org/ichild/signup.html

Ukraine Crisis Evangelism Update

It is now a full two years since the political conflict in eastern Ukraine developed into open 
warfare, creating a heartbreaking humanitarian crisis and thousands of refugees. To help the 
churches respond, SGA established the Crisis Evangelism Fund, which helps provide parcels of 
basic food items, bed linens, mattresses, along with Bibles and evangelistic literature. To date, 
SGA partners have helped raise more than $454,000 for the fund, and we have helped churches 
reach thousands of  refugee individuals and families. 

The village of Marinka is an example of many towns in eastern Ukraine that have been severely 
impacted by the violence. Ongoing, sporadic mortar shell explosions and machine gun fire 
keep people on edge. Many are desperately looking for answers to help them cope with the 
disruption to their lives. SGA-sponsored missionary pastors are making regular visits to 
Marinka and other villages, distributing food and Bibles, and sharing the love of Christ with 
the grieving people. Please pray for God’s continued provision as the harsh winter is now 
underway, and the needs are certain to increase. 

Celebrating a Fruitful 2015 Summer Camp Season!

Children repented

Children Reached

Camps287

1,901
13,344
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ISIS Starting Up in Russia?

The Newsweek-related online publication 
“The Daily Beast” reports that a key figure 
among Islamic separatists in Russia has 
pledged loyalty to ISIS—the radical terror 

group responsible for horrendous violence 
and bloodshed across the Middle East. Amir 
Khamzat commands a group of militants 
in the Caucasus region of Chechyna, where 
sporadic battles with government troops still 
take place. Russian officials estimate that 
some 2,200 Russians have gone to fight in Iraq 
and Syria, mostly from the North Caucasus. It 
is difficult to say what the long-term impact 
will be, but many CIS governments have 
concerns about radicalization of Muslim 
young people in their respective countries. 
The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the only way to 
true, lasting peace, and we pray that God will 
protect His people there as they share His 
love. 

How You Can Help
It is so exciting to see young men and women being led by the 
Lord into lifetimes of Christian service across Russia and her 
neighboring countries. Your faithful prayers and support are 
helping to prepare them. And you 
are helping to accomplish so much 
more—evangelism and church-
planting, Bible training, provision of 
Russian-language Bibles and Christian 
literature, and . . . serving the saints 
(Romans 15:25). Please keep praying 
for us, and thank you so much!

Subscribe to 
SGA’s New 
Electronic 

Publications!

Just go to our 
website

www.sga.org

CIS in the News

Wonderful reports continue to come in 
from SGA-sponsored missionary pastors 
across Belarus and Ukraine, as families are 
brought to the Lord through experiencing 
His kindness in action. 

Pastor Sergei K. labors in the region 
surrounding the city of Minsk. Through 
Sergei’s loving witness, and the food you 
helped provide, there is a “new name 
written down in glory!” 

I was able to help Dima’s family 
with a food parcel. In time, this 
encouraged Dima to come to the Lord 
in repentance. His family was going 
through very hard times, and they 
considered the food parcels as help 
straight from God. When I brought 
the food over, I told Dima, “This food 

is from the Lord, and I don’t want you 
and your mother to go hungry.” Dima 
took the food parcel with tears in 
his eyes, and said nothing. But later, 
Dima’s mother told me that her son 
wanted to repent. So I invited Dima 
to the church, and he prayed with me 
and the brothers to receive the Lord! 

Dima’s salvation was not the only good 
news in Sergei’s report. He also wrote 
about two ladies named Sveta and Galya. 
They used to work together at a collective 
farm, but hadn’t spoken in years due to 
quarreling. Then one day, both ladies 
visited Sergei’s Bible study. And there, the 
Lord reconciled their relationship. Sveta 
said, “This was only possible, thanks to 
God!” 

Our awesome God continues to add links 
to His glorious chain of grace. We are 
thankful to him, and to SGA partners who 
help provide the food and other resources 
for this fruitful, effective ministry. Please 
pray for additional resources as the needs 
of poor families increase in the winter.  

Gratitude, Mercy, 
and Reconciliation

SGA-Sponsored Compassion 
Ministry in Belarus

Dima (right) with his mother and sister.

Is this not the fast which I choose . . . is it not to divide your bread with the hungry and 
bring the homeless poor into the house; when you see the naked, to cover him; and not 

to hide yourself from your own flesh (Isaiah 58:6-7)? 
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He heals the broken hearted and binds 
up their wounds (Psalm 147:3).

Ilya’s family was broken. Badly 
broken. But our Lord still rebuilds 
broken lives.

Ilya’s story 
began before 
he was born. 
Both his 
mother and 
father were 
drug addicts, 
but the Lord 
touched their 
hearts at the 
Baptist Rehab 
Centers in 
Novosibirsk, 

a large city in Siberia. By God’s grace, 
those to whom Ilya would be born 
found salvation in Christ and freedom 
from drugs.

Tanya, Ilya’s mother, had been 
completely changed. So great was 
the change that Tanya’s own weary 
mother could not believe her eyes. 
Living together in a humble, cramped, 
typical inner city apartment; they had 
never spoken about matters of God. 
After her conversion, Tanya wouldn’t 
stop talking about the Lord. The new 
Tanya married, and soon Ilya was born. 
Tanya, her husband, and Ilya moved to 
Moscow and eventually joined Russian 
Bible Church.

That move took place when Ilya was 
a toddler. Although Ilya’s father was a 
new creature in Christ, he was deeply 
scarred by his earlier drug addiction, 
with the result that he died of 
tuberculosis and AIDS complications. 

The caring community of Russian 
Bible Church (Moscow) lovingly 
ministered to Ilya, Tanya, and her 
mother. Having almost never known 
two parents, Ilya was wrapped in much 
love by young adults in the church. His 
mother thrived as well and became an 
excellent, passionate Sunday school 
teacher.

For many years Ilya’s grandmother, 
Vera, watched and waited. Finally, 
a decade after her daughter’s 
conversion, Vera’s heart broke 
before the Lord and she acquired 
new faith, leaving grief and doubt 
behind. Vera, Tanya and Ilya are now a 
happy and fruitful family that witnesses 
to Muscovites about the goodness of 
our Lord.

Please pray for Ilya, his grandmother, 
and young adults like Tanya as they 
share the Gospel with others. In the 
photo, Ilya is holding a Russian 
version of “What is the Gospel” by 
Greg Gilbert. This very special family 
is a wonderful testimony of the 
Gospel and its power to transform 
lives.

CANADA

Canadian Connection
by Allan Vincent

Al’s Itinerary:
1 – Boston Baptist (Dr. Igor Yaremchuk – 
Irpen Biblical Seminary) – Waterford, ON

5-18 – CIS ministry with Bill Ball; 7-10 
Volgograd, Russia – Leadership Training/
Encouraging Pastors; 11-13 Kiev, Ukraine 

– Pastors’ Conference; 14-18 – Georgia – 
Encouraging Pastors/Reviewing Ministry 
Projects

22 – Little Britain Fellowship Baptist – 
Little Britain, ON


