
God Has Not Forgotten the Afflicted!
And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who 

love God, to those who are called according to His purpose (Romans 8:28). 

By Eric Mock
SGA Vice President of Ministry Operations

Suppose your church was receiving 
250 fleeing war refugees every day? It 
is happening at the Baptist Church in 
Berdyansk, a city on the Sea of Azov in 
southern Ukraine. These desperate families 
are fleeing the destruction of war in eastern 
Ukraine. They had been living in constant 
fear that the bombing and shooting would 
soon reach their homes.  

And this wonderful church is doing 
everything possible to help them. Through 
SGA’s Crisis Evangelism Fund, your support 
has helped provide much of the food and 
other aid that is being given to them. 
Church members tell the suffering people 
that it is God meeting their needs through 
the church. 

As I sat with several families, they told me 
stories of living hidden in their basements 
while artillery shelling and machine gun 
fire erupted daily above their heads. 
Tearfully, they said that they had to leave 
everything behind, and in some cases 

even their elderly family members who 
could not travel. Friends were killed. 
These families—especially the young 
children—are afraid, confused, and feel a 
sense of despair. They needed to hear a 
message of hope! 

Ministering Hope to an Angry, Hurting 
Young Man

As I talked to several younger adults that 
had come in, I found they all claimed to 
look to Jesus for answers and believed in 
Him. Trying to cope with their hopeless 
situations, they were trying to find answers 
from God and His Word. To my left, a young 
man named Sasha sat quietly while I talked 
with the others. He had come from a mixed 
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A church worker counsels a young refugee 
woman who received aid.
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We love to report on exciting ways the Lord 
is using young believers across the CIS for 
His glory.

In Russia’s Tver region, Pastor Vladimir 
Volkov says his church youth have been 
busy with children’s ministry, outreach 
to the elderly, helping Ukraine refugees, 
and pursuing a deeper walk with the Lord. 

According to Vladimir, one young believer 
named Polina decided to seek a different job 
out of concern for her own spiritual health . . . 

Polina was working in a fast food place and 
the atmosphere of conflict was really bad. 
It was beginning to have an impact on her. 
One day, she met a friend and brother in 

Christ, who told her that he couldn’t see the 
“old Polina” he once knew, and encouraged 
her to find new employment because of the 
bad influence. And so she decided to quit! 
Hearing this was a great joy to me, seeing 
that our young people aren’t clinging to 
material things even in a moment of crisis! 
Such an event itself can serve as a witness, 
and we are praying for Polina’s former 
co-workers to seek the Lord.

In Belarus, SGA’s Dima Podrez said youth 
from Golgotha Baptist Church in Minsk 
rushed to aid a family from Ukraine. They 
had arrived only with what they could put 
inside their car . . .

This is a young family and there are seven 
children. They fled Ukraine with only 
necessities. The government provided them 
with a dilapidated old house. We bought 
paint, wallpaper, some appliances, and 
clothing. The couple was “over the moon,” 
expressing gratitude together with us to the 
Lord for the opportunity to help them.

From witnessing to peers in their own age 
group to serving as part of the life of their 
churches, the young believers’ desire is to 
be faithful, and to bring glory to the Lord as 
He grants opportunities. It is a privilege to 
be able to equip them for the task! 

Muslim/Christian family. Eventually I 
turned to him, and asked, “How about you? 
What do you think about all of this?” 
Sasha’s face flushed slightly, then he 
emotionally declared, I think God forgot 
us! If there is a God, He forgot us! Sasha 
then began spilling his heart out to me. My 
mom told us we must pray, and that if we 

pray, God will take care of us. We prayed 
and prayed. My father was a strong Muslim 
man, and now my father has been killed. My 
mom left us and moved to Kazan, Russia. 
My younger brother is still in Donetsk and 
I can’t go visit him, as I do not have money. 
My mom prayed, but now our family is 
broken. She is there in Russia, I am here, and 
my only brother is far off and we cannot 
reunite. I cannot see my brother and can’t 
help him to get here. That is what happened. 
God forgot us!

My heart broke for this young man, who 
then asked me how God could be a good 
God if He allows such things to happen. I 
explained that God did not cause the war or 

destroy his family, but rather it was wicked 
men driven by sin. But God is greater, and 
can bring good out of the most terrible 
situations. I asked him to consider that God 
had in fact heard his prayers, and brought 
him to the church. At the same time, God 
had brought me all the way from the United 
States to be sitting with him today. I added, 
It may be that God worked all these things 
together, even the most terrible and tragic 
things, so that He may tell you about true 
hope in His Son Jesus! There is peace that 
can be found in the middle of the storm. God 
has not forgotten you, for today you are 
hearing the Gospel of Jesus Christ!

Before Sasha and his wife left, I asked if I 
could pray for them. He agreed, his eyes 
filling with tears. When I finished, I asked 
if I could give him a hug. He held on to 
me for some time and did not let go. I 
told him again that God has not forgotten 
him, and that today, Jesus is calling out to 
him. Please pray with me that Sasha will 
repent of his sins and trust in Christ as 
Savior and Lord. 

There is a steady stream of young adults 
coming to these churches asking the 
same questions. Your support of SGA’s 
Crisis Evangelism Fund is helping our 
brothers and sisters to reach them with 
physical help and the love of Christ. 
Please keep praying for God’s provision, 
and for the salvation of thousands of war-
stricken souls. 

The Young and the Bold

Young Polina puts her faith in 
Christ first in her life.

On the day I called, You answered me; You made me bold
with strength in my soul (Psalm 138:3). 

Church Youth Impacting Lives for Christ in the CIS

SGA’s Eric Mock (second from right) heard 
many refugees’ stories in Berdyansk.

Please pray for peace to be restored in Ukraine.



Ready to Serve in the Love of Christ

Pastor Ivan leads youth outreach in the Belarussian region 
of Dzerzhinsk. While they have youth meetings and activities 
similar to other evangelical churches, these young people are 
eager to minister the love of Christ themselves . . . 

Our priority has always been to put God and His Word in first 
place in our meetings. We read the Bible, fellowship, and pray. 
We prepare songs for Sunday worship after the youth meeting. 
I thank the Lord for their desire to serve. There is no need to 
remind them to prepare a message or to share from the Word in 
church. They are ready, and moreover, they want to serve! They 
unanimously wanted to visit the church in Stolbtsu, which celebrated 
its anniversary. The Lord was glorified in their songs and sermons 
during the anniversary service. The youth know that there is a need 
for them to travel, and to serve in nearby churches that need help. 
They understand and value the privilege of ministry! 

Ukraine: Involved and Joyful

Pastor Alexander Makhovik and his youth leader, 
Pavel Suyarko, are busy in Ukraine’s Chernigov 
region with a vibrant, zealous team of youth . . . 

Every week, we have our Bible study lately going 
through Ephesians. It is most beneficial to the youth 
to go through God’s Word verse-by-verse rather than 
“thematic” events or lessons. I have been watching 
them ponder over issues of life they haven’t yet 
considered. Our youth participate in the church’s ministry with 
great enthusiasm. The youth are in charge of our worship ministry. 
In addition, our youth help Pastor Alexander with ministry at a 
new church being planted in Slavutich. It is always a joy for them 
to be able to do something for the glory of God! They look forward 
especially to summer children’s camp ministry. Thank you for your 
support, which enables us to do so much! 

It is such a joy when we can see 
children and teenagers joyfully 
taking part in the life and ministry 
of their church. May these brief 
testimonies and reports encourage 
your hearts as much as they did 
ours. Through your prayers and 
faithful support, young believers 
across the CIS are able to share with 
others their joy at being . . . alive to 
God in Christ Jesus (Romans 6:11). 

Russia: 
Celebrating a 
“Clean Page!”

In Russia’s Krasnoyarsk region, Pastor Alexander Khoroshkov leads 
a vibrant youth ministry. Three churches came together for a youth 
ministry event they called “Clean Page.” The overall topic was the 
relationship between boys and girls in light of God’s Word. The youth 
of the church took the opportunity of inviting their unbelieving friends, 
who not only came, but were also surprised to discover that—far from 
being out of date— the Bible is timeless in its God-ordained principles 
of living . . . 

We studied the lives of the children of David, the sins that took place, and 
the consequences of the sins. The youth glorified God in their hymns and 
poetry, had supper together, and discussed God’s Word. We decided to 
have 3-4 events like this a year so that not only our church youth could 
continue growing in the Lord, but it will also give them a chance to bring 
their non-Christian friends to evangelize. 

SPECIAL PRAYER REQUESTS

1. Pray for the faithful churches of Ukraine as they distribute Crisis Evangelism Fund aid to 
war refugees. 

2. Please intercede for the faithful church youth leaders and zealous church youth as they serve 
their churches and win their neighbors to Christ. 

3. Remember to pray regularly throughout this summer for the thousands of children attending 
summer camp ministry. May many young boys and girls come to saving faith in Christ! 



@
Anti-American Sentiment Grows in Russia

According to several polls and media reports 
since the crisis in Ukraine erupted, attitude 
toward Americans is hardening among the 
public in Russia. Public Radio International 
quotes former U.S. Ambassador to Russia 

Michael McFaul saying that the attitude is 
different from that he encountered in the Cold 
War. That conspiratorial, ‘blame the West’ 
mentality is something new. I actually lived 
in the Soviet Union. I don’t remember it being 
that way. Back then it was different. It was, 
‘The regime is bad. Capitalism is bad. The White 
House is bad. But Americans are basically good.’ 
Russia today doesn’t feel like a very friendly 
place for Americans. 

Seeing this reality evolve grieves our hearts, as 
it does the hearts of our brothers and sisters in 
the evangelical churches we serve. We labor to 
remain focused on the Gospel of Jesus Christ—
the only thing that can bring true peace and 
reconciliation. Please keep interceding in 
prayer for peace, and that the Gospel and work 
of the churches will not be hindered. 

How You Can Help
Across Russia and her neighboring countries, young people 
are out of school on their summer vacations. Believing church 
youth are especially busy in children’s ministries, summer camp 
ministries, music ministry, and even with special work projects to 
help the elderly and needy families. In addition, SGA-sponsored 
missionary pastors remain hard at work 
sharing the Gospel and the love of Christ 
with every opportunity granted to them. 
Your faithful, prayerful support means 
so much to them, and to us! Please 
continue to pray for our ministries, and 
stand with us in giving as the Lord leads 
and provides. 

Subscribe to 
SGA’s New 
Electronic 

Publications!

Just go to our 
website

www.sga.org

CIS in the News

While much attention has been given to 
SGA-sponsored Crisis Evangelism Fund 
humanitarian relief in Ukraine, thousands 
of refugees from the conflict have flooded 
into Russia and other nations of the 
CIS. In Russia, SGA-sponsored Orphans 
Reborn worker Ludmila Yatsko reports 
on how her church in the Ivanovo region 
is helping refugees cope with their 
heartbreaking losses . . . 

I thank my Lord that He has enabled you to 
help us meet the needs of people who are 
facing such difficulties in their lives related 
to the military actions in Ukraine. 
Klava is a grandmother who fled here with 
her daughter Alyona, 3-year-old grandson 
Dima, and older granddaughter Masha. 
They are from Lugansk, Ukraine. Klava 
told us that the family’s father was killed 
in the fighting. They are at present in the 
village of Batmana on a collective farm, 
and have been given an apartment for one 

year. We helped them get registered, which 
takes a lot of work. You have to visit the 
village administration, the town council, 
the farming council and community leader. 
None of these offices wanted to get involved 
because there are so many native local 
people who need assistance. But we offered 
the family assistance with food, firewood, 
and also shared the Gospel with them. 

According to Ludmila, their labors to help 
these families have drawn the attention of 
local unbelievers, who are also chipping 
in. One neighbor near the church donated 
his old washing machine and went with us 
to the village to help do some construction 
work on a house. Other churches have 
helped, and ears are being opened to hear of 
Christ’s love! Ludmila says the stories are so 
similar, and so very heartbreaking . . . 

Almost every family has a similar life story. 
We are helping them with housing, as the 
authorities set up sections for those who 
have suffered. The houses being provided 
are not nice—they are only dilapidated 
homes. But they are providing some 
shelter and we are able to help as God 
provides. One mother and her two children 
are in such a home. We learned of their 
need and provided them with a two-burner 
electric stove—the hot plate they had was 
unusable. We built them a fence near their 
house and helped reinforce the floor—the 
foundation is rotten. We thank God we can 
help them! 

Refugees in Russia

Several towns in eastern Ukraine have 
sustained heavy damage in the fighting.

Ukrainian Refugees Receive SGA Crisis Evangelism Ministry
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Will you give me everything
that I want?

Such was the heart-wrenching 
plea that poured from the aching 
heart of a six-year-old boy living 
in an orphanage in the Lviv region 
of western Ukraine. When Pastor 
Viktor asked what he wanted, 
the boy grabbed his hand and 

answered, I know that you can’t 
give it to me. I want a father and 
mother. Hugging the boy, Viktor 
suggested that they pray for God 
to provide parents.

In a wonderful way, the Lord heard 
and answered their simple prayer.

Viktor learned that the boy’s parents 
were alcoholics and he had been 
taken from them. In the days that 
followed, Viktor’s family and the 
church that he pastored prayed for 
the boy and his parents. After much 
prayer, Viktor went to visit the 
parents. It was then that he learned 
that the father had died, and the 
mother had married and, with her 

new husband, had a daughter. On 
the first visit, it was obvious that 
the man loved his wife and was 
helping her recover from her alcohol 
addiction. She had not touched 
alcohol in two years. Over time, the 
wife admitted to Viktor that she had 
not forgotten her son, but had been 
afraid to tell her husband that she 
had a son by a previous marriage. 

Viktor told her about her son, 
how good he was, and how he had 
prayed for her. The mother cried, 
and Viktor was able to witness to 
her about Christ, praying with her 
before she burst into tears again. 
She asked Viktor to keep visiting her 
son, which he did. 

Two and a half months later, the 
husband called Viktor. His wife had 
told him about her son, and her 
husband asked Viktor to bring the 
boy so that they could see him. When 
Viktor brought the boy, the husband 
picked up the boy and carried him 
to the house. Understandably, the 
wife cried again. 

Viktor prayed and gave the family 
Bibles. Temporarily, the boy had to 
return to the orphanage. But since 
then, all the legalities have been 
arranged and the parents have taken 
their son home. He is in a loving 
home now and attends school. 

Our Lord still answers prayer – 
even the prayers of a lonely orphan.

CANADA

Canadian Connection
by Allan Vincent

Pastor Viktor


