
Until He Returns
By Dr. Robert Provost

In the Gospel of Luke, the Lord Jesus tells 
the parable of the ten slaves, leaving them 
resources to labor for Him until His return 
. . . And He called ten of His slaves, and 
gave them ten minas and said to them, “Do 
business with this until I come back” (Luke 
19:13). The beloved King James Version of 
Scripture phrases it as “Occupy till I come.” 

For the past 80 years, SGA has existed to 
serve the faithful evangelical churches 
of Russia and her neighboring countries. 
Much fruit has been gathered, sometimes 
at a very heavy cost. After an all too brief 
window of freedom, the persecution and 
oppression the churches endured under 
communism is coming back with renewed 
intensity. In many regions, believers 
face interrogations, raids, jail, even the 
threat of death, simply for living out their 
deep faith in Christ. Our purpose is the 
same—to serve, encourage, and lift up 
these brothers and sisters—telling their 
story and raising the support needed to 
help them reach their people for Christ in 
the face of many obstacles. Your ongoing 
faithful partnership encourages them in 

their hour of need, and helps them gather 
a great harvest despite all that the enemy 
can do to stop it. 

Consider young Takhmina’s story, sent 
to us from an SGA-sponsored missionary 
pastor in Central Asia. Takhmina is only 
16, yet the chain of grace that reached this 
young girl stretches all the way back to 
North America, where partners like you 
made it possible for her to be reached. 

I went to church the first time when 
I was nine because I wanted to learn 
the Russian language better. At 
home, my mama and brother told me, 
“Don’t believe. You are a Muslim!” My 
character was terrible. I was proud, 
sneaky, and argued with everyone. I 
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The “stan” countries of Central Asia can be 
difficult, if not dangerous, for evangelical ministry. 
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stopped going to the church several 
times, but always came back. When 
I was 13, I read the book, The Life 
of Jesus Christ, with the youth. That 
is when I realized that neither my 
mother, nor my brother, was right. 
Jesus is God! I understood, accepted 

it, and was saved. I wept and asked 
Jesus to forgive me and to change my 
character. I wanted to make things 
right. 

My life began to change from that 
day, but when my family found out I 
had been saved, I had to secretly run 
away to the church. Once my brother 
caught me and beat me severely. But 
I continued to pray for my family 
because I really want them all to be 
saved. My brother left for Moscow to 
work, and my mother is now sick with 

cancer. I am now living at the House 
of Prayer with 12 other teenagers. I 
really like it here. I am involved in all 
the ministries and love to sing. Please 
pray for my family. They are still very 
angry, and when I got baptized, they 
cursed me even more. I am thankful 
to God for the church and for my 
salvation. Thank you very much for 
your love, and for your concern for 
me! I love you!

I could not draw a better, more vivid 
picture of how God is working through 
all the ministries you help support as an 
SGA partner. More than that, it shows how 
important your partnership continues to 
be in these days of renewed opposition to 
the Gospel. 

Please pray for Takhmina and the faithful 
believers who helped reach her by 
showing her the love of God in action. 
Pray for the resources we need to send 
more missionary pastors, youth workers, 
orphan workers, children’s workers, and 
others to gather the waiting harvest. And 
pray for us, as we carry on until our Lord 
returns. “Much Prayer, Much Power!”

So many homes . . . so many lives. How many still need to hear the Gospel!

Orphans Reborn
A Crisis and Call to Prayer from Ufa

Recently we received a very disturbing 
report from the Russian city of Ufa, where 
SGA-sponsored Orphans Reborn leaders 
Viktor and Natalya Slobodan have had 
tremendous impact in the lives of many 
children—both at the orphanage and 
among “street children” who have no 
dependable caregivers. 

Regional pastor Nail Ayupov says that 
some unidentified government authority 
falsely charged Natalya with “child 
trafficking.” Subsequently, the team has 
endured investigations, interrogations, 
and surprise inspections of their ministry, 
but without any documents or court 
orders. Then local authorities were 
ordered to take the adopted child of one 
of the team members away and put him 
in foster care. Natalya told SGA, “The local 
officers have known me for more than 
10 years, and told me that they knew the 

charges were false. We have written to the 
Commissioner for the Rights of Children, 
as well as to President Putin. We are now 
awaiting their response to this illegal 
action.” God has also blessed them by 
moving the heart of a high profile lawyer 
to help them at no cost. 

There is much more that has taken place, 
with heartbreaking consequences on some 
of the children, who have been forced back 
out in the street after these actions. While 
we have since learned that the adopted 
child has been returned to the church 
family, the Ufa team will be fighting these 
false allegations in court, and ask that we 
pray for them— that justice and truth will 
prevail. 

While the orphanage does not usually 
allow pictures of the children in their 
care, Viktor and Natalya are able to send 
pictures on occasion, especially among 
the street children they are reaching for 
Christ. Please pray for Viktor, Natalya, the 
team, and the more than 100 children who 
have been receiving ministry. And now, 
Lord, take note of their threats, and grant 
that Your bond-servants may speak Your 
Word with all confidence (Acts 4:29). 

Orphan children are so hungry for a kind word 
and loving touch—an opportunity for the Gospel!

The Life of Jesus Christ 



. . . lift up your eyes and look on the fields, that they are white for harvest (John 4:35).

80 Years—and Staying On Course!

Rose Leonovich

It is awesome to reflect on 80 years of SGA. I remember the first time I heard 

of this ministry to Slavic people in 1942, when Mr. Peter Deyneka came to 

Edmonton, Alberta. It was then that he told me very firmly, “Rosa, you go to the Russian Bible Institute and prepare to work in the Displaced Persons camps in Germany!” It was as if the Lord said to me Himself— “Rosa, you go!” I graduated in 1949 and headed on my way to Germany in 1950. In the aftermath of World War II, thousands of people were displaced from their homelands and were now living in camps that had formerly 

served as barracks for the German soldiers. SGA was given the use of a YMCA 

auditorium, and thousands of people came to trust the Lord during those days. 

Soon after I arrived in Germany, Ruth Deyneka arrived, and then in 1951, my 

future husband, Nick Leonovich, joined us. Today, under the leadership of Dr. 

Bob Provost, SGA continues to take every opportunity to open doors to share 

God’s Word wherever Slavic people can be found. May the Lord continue His 

blessing until He returns to take His people home!
Editor’s Note: Rose’s husband and fellow missionary Nick Leonovich unexpectedly 

went to be with the Lord last year while on a mission trip to Ukraine. We are 

thankful to the Lord for their example and godly legacy, and that Rose today 

carries on in the ministry God has granted her. 

Rev. Andrew Semenchuk

I believe that God chose Peter Deyneka—a peasant boy 

from Russia—to found a worldwide Christian mission 

because he was teachable, a quick learner, and early 

on learned the power of prayer. Peter was greatly 

excited about the new faith he had found in America, 

and wanted to share it back home with his countrymen 

immediately! 

I first met Peter as a teenager when he came to visit 

our Slavic Evangelical Church in Canada. I was deeply 

impressed by his dedication and excitement about 

reaching his Slavic people for Christ. As young people, 

we were drawn to Peter because of his enthusiasm, and 

he would challenge us about committing our lives for 

missionary work to our Slavic people. I was one of the 

first in our church to accept that challenge. To hear this 

great man of faith preach, pray, and unburden his heart was unforgettable training 

for me, and has kept me excited about this ministry for the past 60 years! Today, 80 

years later, SGA is fulfilling Peter Deyneka’s God-given vision in a greater way than he 

ever dreamed. SGA partners are helping to train Christian workers within Russia and 

her neighboring countries through sponsorship of evangelical Bible schools. An army 

of missionary pastors has planted thousands of new churches reaching into prisons, 

orphanages, schools, military bases, universities, hospitals, and every level of society. 

Staying on course all these years is no small achievement, and we praise God that Peter 

Deyneka’s vision and passion for souls continues to this day through the leadership of 

Dr. Bob Provost and SGA’s dedicated staff of today!

Eighty years seems like a long time to us, yet to our eternal God . . . one day is like a thousand 
years, and a thousand years like one day (2 Peter 3:8). This month, we are blessed to share 
special reflections from SGA senior missionaries Andrew Semenchuk and Rose Leonovich—
both still going strong to reach the lost with the Gospel. 

A young Peter Deyneka

Early SGA missionaries including Rose (second from right), 

her husband Nick (behind her), Peter Deyneka and his 
daughter, Ruth (second and third from left).



Caution from CIS Leaders in Wake of 
Ukraine Unrest

Leaders in other CIS nations were 
cautious in their remarks following 
Russian president Vladimir Putin’s 
intervention in Ukraine earlier this 
year. According to Reuters, Kazakh 
president Nursultan Nazarbaev said that 
his nation “understands the position of 
Russia, defending the rights of national 
minorities in Ukraine, as well as its 
security interests.” Kazakhstan has the 
second largest post-Soviet economy in the 
CIS. Together with Belarus, Kazakhstan 
is in a Moscow-dominated customs union 
that Russia wants to see expanded to 
become a new Eurasian Union. According 

to EurasiaNet, current customs union 
members—Russia, Kazakhstan and 
Belarus—are expected to form the 
cornerstone of the new Eurasian Union. 
Armenia and Kyrgyzstan, also have 
pledged to join, with other formerly Soviet 
states potentially to follow. The EN article 
also said some observers view Russia’s 
efforts an attempt to create a “Soviet 
Union lite.”

Regardless of what final political 
arrangements come out of international 
summits, our prayer—as always—is that 
religious freedom would be recognized 
and protected in all former Soviet nations, 
and that evangelical churches will be 
able to worship and proclaim the Gospel 
without hindrance. Please continue to 
intercede for our brothers and sisters 
across the CIS.

How You Can Help
Here we are at the end of yet another fiscal year at SGA! 
While we are thankful to God and to you—our faithful 
partners—for what has been accomplished, our minds 
and hearts are looking forward with great anticipation to 
what the Lord will yet do. So many across Russia and her 
neighboring countries need to hear the life-changing Gospel. 
And in so many regions, persecution of the church is rising to ever more intense levels. 
Your prayerful support helps SGA continue to provide all important Bible training, 
church planting, youth outreaches, children’s ministries, Russian-language Bibles and 
Christian literature, compassion ministry, and so much more. Please keep praying for 
us, and for the advance of the Gospel! 

CIS in the News

Another Blessed Season for Immanuel’s Child!
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; and let them say among the nations, “The Lord 

reigns!” (1 Chronicles 16:31). 

Join us in praising God for the 13,318 
children in the CIS who were reached 
through SGA-sponsored Immanuel’s Child 
Christmas ministries this past January! It 
was yet another fruitful ministry season, 
thanks to God’s gracious provision—
shown through many faithful North 
American churches!

Most Immanuel’s Child outreaches take 
place around Russian Christmas on 
January 7, but due to the remoteness of 
some locations, receiving reports takes 
time. In Russia’s Caucasus region, Pastor 
Viktor sent a wonderful report about the 
many outreaches he oversaw—including 
children’s hospitals treating tuberculosis 
and neurological illnesses . . . 

We have been working in these 
hospitals for several years. With your 
help, we held Christmas meetings 
in three hospitals. Many children 
have lost their parents and they are 
traumatized. No one cares for them—
no one wants such children. When we 
handed out the gifts and Bethlehem 
Stars, we told them that the second 
half of the Star comes from a North 
American family that is praying for 
them. The children became so very 
happy! The same happened in the TB 
hospital where children have been 
left and people turn away from them. 

How can you explain to a child why 
other people turn away, afraid of 

infection? At this hospital, we gave 
out the Stars and books, then we 
found out that we had run short by 
one. Another boy—also ill with TB, 
gave the other boy his Star and said, 
“May these people pray for him too!” 
These children are mostly orphans or 
from broken, dysfunctional families.

This is only a small sample of the 
testimonies we receive. These small 
gifts—distributed with the love of Christ—
have untold impact on these needy 
children. Some 380 children repented 
and came to faith, and 947 have begun 
attending Sunday school. Beyond that, 
more than 8,000 adults heard the Gospel, 
more than 1,000 want to begin coming to 
church, and 176 adults trusted in Christ! 
It could not have happened without your 
prayers and your support. Thank you for 
helping make Immanuel’s Child possible!

Christ’s love brings joy even within the halls of a 
TB hospital.
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Nizhny Novgorod Bible Church 
(NNBC) in the city’s Sormovsky 
District is a church with a big heart 
and a bigger God. Co-pastored by 
Ivan Kozorezov and his friend Sasha, 
the church was founded in April 2012. 
There are now 17 members with 40-45 
people at Sunday services and three 
weekly Bible study groups in peoples’ 
homes. The women have 
a meeting to which they 
invite their unbelieving 
friends. In addition to tea 
and crafts, they discuss 
what the Bible says about 
specific life situations. 
Weekly youth meetings 
are held in a cafe or at 
home. And every week, 
they have a Bible study 
of the Gospel of John 
designed for unbelievers. One of the 
church’s first outreaches was a rehab 
ministry for drug and alcohol-addicted 
people. Today, the church provides both 
a rehabilitation and adaptation center. 
This tireless, caring congregation 
also has a weekly meeting for the 
relatives (mostly parents) of drug 
and alcohol addicts. Some of these 
people have started attending the 
church or the Bible study group. 

NNBC’s children’s ministry includes 
Sunday school, street Bible clubs 

in different places near the church, 
including a shelter for children whose 
parents have lost custody rights because 
of the drug or alcohol abuse. Believers 
spend time with children, and help with 
repairs or cleaning the yard. This builds 
relationships with children and the staff.
 
Every Saturday, some believers share 

the Gospel on the streets 
handing out the Gospels, 
books, and talking about 
Christ with those who are 
interested. Games in the 
open air and evangelism 
activities are arranged for 
children. They are also 
praying about developing 
the youth ministry by 
starting a rehabilitation 
centre for children 

suffering from drug addiction.

Most who read about this small 
church ask how they are able to do 
so much. Ivan would say it is the 
Lord and His Word. Church members 
constantly study the Word of God 
through preaching and Bible study, 
fellowship in small Bible study groups 
plus privately and corporately praying 
for unity. Serving one another and 
worship that glorifies God strengthens 
these dear believers for evangelism.

Al’s Itinerary:
May 31 - June 2 – Kiev, Ukraine
5-6 – FEB French (firm)
9-12 – FEB Central Pastors’ Conference
16 – SGA/US Board Meeting – Loves Park, IL
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Canadian Connection
by Allan Vincent


