
Campfire Stories from the Heart
One Special Summer and the Hope of Eternity!

He who gathers in summer is a son who acts wisely . . . (Proverbs 10:5).

Every summer across Russia and her 
neighboring countries, many evangelical 
churches are busy with children’s summer 

camp ministries supported by SGA 
partners. During the warm months, the 
parents of the children are tending family 
gardens laden with the rich produce that 
will last them through the cold winter 
months. And with your help, the churches 
are gathering a rich harvest planted in the 
tender soil of young hearts! 

Spreading the Word in Ukraine

In Ukraine’s Volnyansk region, SGA-

sponsored missionary pastor Viktor 
Opalinsky reported a fruitful July camp 
season . . . 

Sixty children attended our week-
long camp, many from needy families. 
There were also children from the 
village where we hold Bible school for 
them on Saturdays. We brought them 
to our camp every morning, then took 
them back home in the evening. At 
first, the parents worried about where 
their children were being taken, but 
when the children joyfully returned 
home, the parents changed and gladly 
allowed their young ones to attend 
the rest of the week. The special joy 
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The fun of summer camp can lead to an eternally 
changed heart.

Viktor Opalinky (top center) and the children in 
his church’s camp.
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for us is that the leaders of our camp 
were the youth from our church! 
Not so long ago, they were children 
themselves, and now they pass 
their Gospel knowledge on to other 
children! 

In Zhitomyr, Pastor Ruslan Buryachok’s 
church held two of three camp sessions in 
local public schools, plus one at the church 
for orphans and needy families. One young 
life in particular touched their hearts . . . 

In one of our camp sessions, we had 
a very special boy named Artyom. 
He was very well behaved, and after 
talking with him, we found out that 
he lives alone with an alcoholic 
mother who is also living an immoral 
lifestyle. But we thank God, because 
after Artyom’s time at our camp, she 
came with him to our church service. 
We are praying that the Lord will 
touch her heart and transform her 
family forever. 

Encountering God’s Majesty in the 
Mountains

In Russia’s Chelyabinsk region in the Ural 
Mountains, missionary pastor Vyacheslav 
Khvostov draws on the example of the 
Lord Jesus, drawing people to Himself 

outdoors in His creation. There, camp 
ministry reaches more than children . . . 

Summer is always a blessed time 
for our churches. We had camp in 
the mountains, wondering at God’s 
creation and preaching His Word to 
those who came to camp for the first 
time. We had 60 people with us for 
a week, and I could follow the Lord’s 
example, preaching without a pulpit, 
where people sit near you on a green 
lawn and with the sky instead of a 
ceiling. We had 50 children in the 
camp. One little boy named Anton 
(age 8) came up to me when I was 
working in the garden. He began 
asking me about repentance, baptism, 
death, and the return of the Lord 
Jesus. We talked for 90 minutes, and I 
am sure that he will give his heart to 
Christ soon. Adults sometimes think 
kids just play games at these camps, 
but the Lord is working in their 
hearts. And their souls seek the Lord! 

Summer camp season for 2014 is nearly 
upon us. Please pray for the resources 
needed to help the churches reach as 
many children (and adults) as possible. 
And above all, pray that the Lord will 
prepare their hearts to hear the life-
changing Gospel!

The joy of discovering God’s love while enjoying the beauty of His creation!



We would like to express our huge thanks for your open and sacrificial hearts. 
In a resort area, we were able to hold a children’s camp under the theme, “In 
Search of God’s Wisdom”. Each day, we taught the children about the life of 
Daniel, and through his example, the children learned how to become wise. 
Each day had a theme:

Day 1 - A Wise Man Accepts the Word of God
Day 2 - A Wise Man Trusts in God
Day 3 - A Wise Man Knows Where to Find Help
Day 4 - A Wise Man Chooses Life
Day 5 - A Wise Man Examines His Life
Day 6 - A Wise Man Prays to God

With your help, 213 children heard these truths. Half of them had come to 
a Christian camp for the first time. Each day, the children learned a Golden 
Bible Verse, and reinforced these lessons in their workbooks, doing puzzles, 
crosswords, answering questions, personal research, and a lot of other things. 
You helped us provide prizes. The children’s excitement was boundless! At 
first, they were stunned with these unexpected and costly gifts. Many of 
them were very happy that they were able to attend the camp. When we 
gave an invitation at the end, half of the children came forward and prayed 
to our God. We pray that they will remain involved in the church and serve 
the Lord. 

We want to express our heartfelt thanks for your investment in the work of 
reaching our children for Christ!

Thank You from Central Asia!

Editor’s Note: Because of increased persecution in the Muslim-dominated republics of 
Central Asia, we must exercise serious caution in mentioning names and locations of SGA-
supported ministries. But the faithful, oppressed believers in these nations are thankful 
for what you help accomplish, and they sent the above report about children’s outreach to 
encourage your hearts, and to ask for ongoing prayer. 
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Summer camp ministry in the CIS 
runs largely from June through August. 
Sometimes even winter camps are held 
as God provides and leads. Wherever 
the time or location, the desire of the 
evangelical churches we serve is this: 
that the generation to come might 

know the Lord . . . even the children yet 
to be born, that they may arise and 
tell them to their children (Psalm 78:6)





Now to Him who is able to do far more 
abundantly beyond all that we ask or think 
. . . (Ephesians 3:20)

With thousands of children attending 
summer camp ministries across the CIS 
each year, we are only able to share just 
a few of the many wonderful reports we 
receive. Your faithful giving helps make 
reaching these needy children possible, 
and the overseeing missionary pastors are 
thankful to the Lord and to you!

In Belarus, Pastor Vasily had a very 
busy summer in a region near the Polish 
border, reaching children and young 
adults in town after town . . . 

Summer went by so fast. We were 
able to organize and hold outreaches 
in six villages—and two of them were 
so crowded with children. We had 30 
more children participate this year 
than we did last year, for which we 
praise the Lord! I was also able to 
take part in youth camps—held by 
youth and 
spiritually 
mature 
brothers. 
There were 
10 young 
adults from 
unbelieving 
families 

who repented, and they continue to 
remain in fellowship with our church 
youth for discipleship. In a different 
camp, we had about 100 young 
people taking part, and the Gospel 
was faithfully preached. Add to this 
activity a baptism service in Kobrin, 
with many in attendance as you will 
see from the photos I sent. Please 
pray for all 
who heard 
the Gospel—
young and 
old—praying 
that they 
will come to 
saving faith in 
the Lord. 

In Ukraine, SGA-sponsored missionary 
pastor Pavel Kulakovsky had 60 children 
come to a day camp in the town of 
Tetiev. He writes that the key purpose 
of the camp was evangelism and inviting 
youth to the church youth meetings. The 
children listened with rapt attention as 
a Sunday school teacher and youth from 
Revival Church in the Kiev region taught 
them. Pavel is thankful for your prayers 
and support, and like the many other 
missionary pastors SGA partners sponsor, 
is asking you to intercede for this year’s 
camp season. May many children and youth 
be drawn by the Holy Spirit to salvation as 
they hear of Christ’s great love! 

Outdoor baptisms can attract 
large audiences, which in itself 

opens Gospel opportunities.

Word spreads rapidly 
among the children about 

the blessing of summer 
camp ministry!

God Abundantly Blessed!



Kazakh Pastor Held in Forced 
Psychiatric Confinement

(ALMATY, KAZAKHSTAN)—Religious 
freedom organizations are calling for 
global attention over the imprisonment 
and alleged forced psychiatric treatment 
of a Presbyterian pastor in Kazakhstan. 

Late last spring, Pastor Bakhytzhat 
Kashkumbayev was arrested on charges 
of “harming health,” reportedly because 
he had prayed for someone who was sick. 
Forum 18 quoted the person involved as 
saying that the pastor was “totally innocent 
and has not harmed my health at all!” In 
August, Pastor Kashkumbayev was put 
into enforced psychiatric assessment, and 
then in September was transferred to an 
unnamed prison near Astana, Kazakhstan’s 
capital. His actual whereabouts are 
unknown as of this writing. 

Recalling the Days of Atheistic 
Communism

Hearing stories like this grieve the heart 
and cause great concern. The treatment 
of this pastor recalls the dark Soviet days 
when pastors and political dissidents were 
forcibly placed in psychiatric hospitals 
and subjected to psychotropic drugs. The 
Kashkumbayev family says the 67-year-
old pastor is in poor health, and that they 
have not seen him for months. Please lift 
this matter in prayer, asking the Lord to 
effect Pastor Kashkumbayev’s release. 
Pray also for wisdom as we discreetly 
serve Kazakh evangelical churches and 
missionary pastors. Since the passage of 
a new religion law in 2011, Christians 
have increasingly been arrested and fined 
for meeting together to pray without 
government permission. 
Sources: Forum 18, International Christian Concern

How You Can Help
As spring gives way to the all-too-brief summer across the 
lands of Russia, Bible-preaching churches are prayerfully 
planning for the special weeks of summer camp ministry to 
children in their regions. As unreached children are shown 
the love of Christ during these camps—and their parents 
see the joy in the faces of their little ones—the miracles 
God begins working in their lives will—by His grace—bring eternal changes. Your 
prayers and financial support are so deeply appreciated—not just for camps, but for 
all SGA-supported ministries: missionary pastors, Bible training, compassion ministry, 
provision of Russian-language Bibles and Christian literature, and other children’s 
ministries such as Orphans Reborn. Thank you for your faithful partnership with SGA! 

CIS in the News
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Yezupil is a fitting location for a 
children’s camp. That is true for two 
reasons. 

•  Yezupil, which means “Jesus’ 
Place,” was given its name when 
local kings recognized that God had 
intervened, 
enabling 
them to 
turn back 
the 13th 
century 
Mongol 
invaders who, to that point, had 
conquered everyone in their path.

• Being part of the Ivano-Frankivsk 
region of western Ukraine, believers 
in Yezupil and their neighbouring 
communities endured severe 
persecution. The goal of local 
communists had been to eliminate 
all believers, and any semblance of 
Christianity and faith from their region. 
By God’s grace, a few believers survived.

With the Lord’s help, Ivano-Frankivsk 
believers have seen many repent, 
and are training new leaders who are 
planting new churches. One of the new 
churches is in Yezupil – Jesus’ Place. 
Vasily Khudyak and his wife, Anya, 
are giving excellent leadership to the 
four-year-old Yezupil congregation.

Having met initially in the home of 
believers and then in a rented private 
home, the Yezupil congregation recently 
purchased their own building. Repairing 
their House of Prayer has not hindered 

these dear believers from ministering 
very effectively in their community.
On July 15-19, 52 children attended 
the second Day Camp in Yezupil. 
There were not only wonderful Bible 
lessons on “Salvation,” but also 
interesting games, beautiful crafts, 
Christian songs, and delicious food. 
The property adjacent to their rented 
House of Prayer was barely able to 
accommodate all of the people. Next 
year, their prayer is that they can hold 
the camp at their new House of Prayer.

Working with other Ivano-Frankivsk 
churches, an August Youth Camp 
was also organized in the Carpathian 
Mountains. A total of 55 youth from 
theirs and other regions in Ukraine 
studied Ephesians 6:18 and “The War of 
the Worlds.”

The camps and ministries in Yezupil 
and the Ivano-Frankivsk region are 
by God’s grace a shared labour of 
love. Atlantic Canada SGA ministry 
partners faithfully partially support 
Vasily and his ministry. And ministry 
partners like you generously partner in 
the Summer Camp and other ministries 
with pastors and churches like those 
like Yezupil.

Pastor Vasily Khudyak and other 
pastors, churches and ministries across 
the Commonwealth of Independent 
States (CIS) are worthy of your 
continued prayer and financial support. 
Please pray about partnering with 
one of these dear pastors.

Jesus said, ‘Let the children come to me’ (Luke 18:16). CANADA

Canadian Connection
by Allan Vincent


