
No Longer an Orphan
I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you (John 14:18).

Since SGA began supporting ministry 
to orphans in Russia’s Krasnoyarsk 
region in 2000, we have rejoiced to see 
thousands of lonely, forgotten young 
boys and girls throughout the lands of 

Russia find salvation and eternal hope in 
Christ. The prayers and support of SGA’s 
faithful partners have sustained the vitally 
important ministry of Orphans Reborn, and 
you share a part in the glorious harvest. 

It is especially wonderful when we hear 
of orphans who have come to faith, and 
then when they have become older have 
themselves become part of the Orphans 

Reborn team.  They keenly want their 
fellow orphan children to have the same 
joy and peace granted to them in God’s 
mercy. Vladimir Aminov is 15 years old 
and resides in a Kazakh orphanage. He 
has suffered many tragedies in his young 
life, but today his face beams with joy—a 
visible sign of his new life in Christ. He 
wrote to tell us his story . . . 

My mother and I lived in Russia up 
until my third birthday. After my 
drug-addicted father was imprisoned, 
we moved to Kazakhstan to live with 
my grandmother. When I turned 11, 
my mother and grandmother began 
drinking and stayed drunk most 
of the time for three months. I was 
very depressed, and was very glad 
when it stopped. 
But it wasn’t 
long before the 
drinking began 
again and never 
stopped. All 
the drunken 
company, fights, 
and arguments! 
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Orphans Reborn reaches these lonely, 
forgotten children with the hope of Christ!

Vladimir
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I left to live with friends for eight 
months, and began failing at school. 

I smoked and used bad language. My 
grandfather put me in the orphanage 
in 2010. 

At first I was afraid. My new friends 
asked over and over again whether 
I believed in God. My answer was 
yes, even though I did not know 
about God. The first Sunday after I 
arrived, Larisa (an Orphans Reborn 
worker) came to visit.  She told us 
about God, about Jesus Christ and 
she came back almost every Sunday. 
My first impressions were simply 
indescribable. I began to pray and 
soon received Jesus Christ into my 
heart. My worldview has changed; 

I started to see life from a different 
perspective. I found new goals—to 
always be with God, to receive a good 
education, and to build a family that 
will be faithful to each other and to 
God. My life has turned around! 

Now I am with God and He is with 
me. I rejoice in being able to praise 
God and serve Him. I am glad and 
thankful to God that I got into the 
orphanage because this is where I got 
to know Him. And here I found people 
who loved me! Thank you, and may 
God bless you! 

What a joyous declaration of God’s power! 
And Vladimir’s thankfulness for being in 
the orphanage—the very last thing one 
might expect—is a feeling we have heard 
expressed many times after one of these 
precious children discovers the eternal 
love of God. 

Our prayer is that young Vladimir will 
continue to grow in his faith and to reap 
a bountiful harvest as he shares Christ’s 
love. Yet there are thousands more orphan 
children who have yet to hear. Pray with 
us for the resources to expand Orphans 
Reborn into more orphanages. 

Russia’s Far North is a cold, isolated, 
ominous place—a place where the Soviet 
communist regime had exiled believers for 
decades. Along with the indigenous reindeer 
herding peoples living there and those in 
labor camps, the Far North was populated 
only by those willing to mine the natural 
resources there—earning the “Northern 
Bonus,” or extra income for those who could 
endure the harshest of climates. 

SGA-sponsored missionary Vladimir 
Tashtiev completed an evangelistic trek 
late last summer, and wrote to share the 
joyful fruit of the journey . . . 

Our party of five began the boat trip 
up the Aivasedapur River, taking 
enough food and fuel for 10 days. 
Outreach began September 10th, 
when the boat became a church for 
the people of the Far North. There 
were Khanty, Nentsi, and Sekulps 

people, plus many others who came 
to our boat. We offered them food, 
and told them about Christ, giving 
out booklets and Bibles. On the way 
to Khalasavey, we had several stops, 
talking to people the entire way. 

When we got to the village, we learned 
that it is a fishing village, with Nentsi, 
Khanty, Sekulps, Nanaitsi and Evenk 
nationalities. There are also many 
Mari, which was good because I am 
also Mari by nationality. We held a 
service, and a man named Albert came 
forward in repentance. Afterward, 
we went to the community center for 
a sports event, and I had the chance 
to witness to several Mari who were 
there. There were many other stops 
and chances to tell the people about 
Jesus Christ. We covered 335 miles 
by boat, and more than 1,300 miles 
by car. We were tired at the end, but 
had joy in our hearts for we had told 
people about our Savior Jesus!

Please pray for the Gospel seeds planted 
by Vladimir and his team in these remote 
villages. Pray also for the believers in 
these regions. Their lives are hard, but 
their joy is great in the Lord. 

Vladimir Tashtiev, SGA-Sponsored Missionary Pastor, Tyumen, Russia

Expedition to the North!

Boats are often the only way to reach 
some villages in the remote north.

Vladimir: “Now I am with God, and He 
is with me!”

Please pray often for Orphans Reborn children and the workers. 
Much Prayer, Much Power!

The north and the south, You have created them . . . (Psalm 89:12)



Life After the Orphanage

Orphan children across the CIS are, in general, forced to leave the 
orphanage at age 18. For most of these young men and women—
unprepared to face life on their own—a downward spiral of drug 
abuse, prostitution, and other crime begins. But those reached 
through Orphans Reborn have . . . fixed [their] hope on the living 
God (1 Timothy 4:10). OR worker Igor Tsegalko is helping several 
grown orphans in Belarus with great joy . . . 

For example, Lera did not have a place to 
live while studying in college, so we took her 
temporarily into our apartment. My wife 
Olga is teaching her how to cook, and we 
all attend Bible study together, and we pray 
together. Vitaly is a boy who still attends our 
meetings in the orphanage. He finished a Bible 
correspondence course and I awarded him a 

certificate. He is continuing his Bible studies. I thank and praise the 
Lord for all, and I am very thankful to you who make it possible! 

Lera

From an Orphan in Ukraine . . . 

I love the story of Jesus and how He died for 
our sins. He gave His life for us. Jesus is our 
Savior—He took the punishment for all our 
sins, and He washed our sins away! 

—Natasha (age 12)

Hearing the Gospel and 
Finding a Home!

SGA-sponsored Orphans Reborn 
worker Emma Kruglikova 
reports a busy end to the 
summer last August, reaching 
orphan children through camp 
ministry in Russia . . . 

This month we held three day 
camps. We held the usual fun 
games, sang Christian songs, 
and reached 40 children with 
the Gospel. The orphanage even 
allowed us to hold the camp 
on their grounds! After camp, 
we took four of the girls on an 
outing to reinforce the lessons 
they learned. Our colleague Sveta 
decided to take one of the girls 
home to her family. She will soon 
begin the legal adoption process 
so Katya can live in a Christian 
family. Praise God! Once again, we 
would like to express our heartfelt 
thanks to you and SGA for your 
ministry to the orphan children.



How You Can Help
The plight of orphan children across Russia and her 
neighboring countries is truly heartbreaking. In Russia 
alone, there are at least 700,000 children and teenagers in 
state-run orphanages or children’s homes. The majority 
are “social orphans”—children who have been taken from 
their parents due to abuse or neglect. The faithful support 
of SGA partners for outreach to these precious children is 
vitally important and deeply appreciated. Your prayers and support help accomplish so 
much more—providing Russian-language Bibles and Christian literature, Bible training, 
compassion ministry, sponsorship of summer camps and other children’s ministries, 
and support of hardworking missionary pastors dedicated to proclaiming the Gospel. 
Please prayerfully consider how you can help advance the Gospel in the CIS. 

In Loving Memory of Eugene Szczepanski

(1930-2013)

On November 
7, 2013, long- 
time SGA 
missionary 
Eugene 
Szczepanski 

went to be with the Lord after a brief 
battle with cancer. While the SGA family is 
saddened with the loss of Eugene, we 
rejoice that he is now in the presence of 
his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Please 
pray for Valentina (Valia)—Eugene’s 
beloved wife of 60 years and fellow SGA 
missionary—and the Szczepanski family in 
prayer during this difficult time.

Eugene was born in Belarus, and 
immigrated with his parents to South 
America. He studied at SGA’s Slavic Bible 
Institute in Argentina, where he met and 

later married Valia. Joining SGA in 1956, 
they spent several years ministering in 
South America. Eugene and family 
eventually relocated to serve at SGA’s 
headquarters (then in Chicago), where 
Eugene produced Gospel short wave radio 
programs for broadcast all across the 
former Soviet Union. After SGA moved to 
Loves Park, Eugene and Valia served in a 
variety of capacities until their retirement, 
and both continued to volunteer their time 
frequently, ministering to many.

In addition to Valia, Eugene is survived by 
his three married daughters, Rosa (Alan) 
Tabb, Martha (Bart) Jones, Ana (John) 
Devine; nine grandchildren, great- 
grandson, and numerous other beloved 
family members. At the family’s request, 
memorial gifts may be directed toward the 
distribution of Russian Bibles through SGA.

Of all the ministries that the Lord graciously 
enables across Russia and her neighboring 
countries, outreach to needy children often 
grips our hearts the most. For nearly 20 
years, SGA partners have helped reach the 
neediest of these children—the hundreds 
of thousands of boys and girls in state-run 
orphanages and children’s homes. So much 
has been accomplished for God’s glory 
through Orphans Reborn, which was begun 
by evangelical churches in the Russian city 
of Krasnoyarsk. 

In the days and years ahead, there will be 
serious challenges to prayerfully consider. 
Russia’s government is trying to transition 
from orphanages to foster home care.  Many 

churches have encouraged their members to 
become foster parents.  This is a great thing, 
but will take much time to accomplish.   In 
the meantime, the needs of these loneliest, 
most forgotten of children will remain for 
the foreseeable future. And their greatest 
need is for the eternal hope and love 
found only in the Lord Jesus Christ. Tens of 
thousands of orphan children have yet to 
hear the life-changing Gospel. It is with the 
deepest of thanks that we offer up to you—
our faithful partners—a request to pray 
continually for the Orphans Reborn ministry 
and the dedicated church workers who 
carry it out. May God increase our provision 
to help them reach even more children for 
Christ!

Pray for Orphans Reborn!
 . . . for in You the orphan finds mercy (Hosea 14:3). 

Thousands of needy orphan children are waiting to hear of Christ’s love. Who will help reach them?
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While the other campers were 
enthralled with the fireworks, tears 
trickled down Andrei’s cheeks. That 
week’s Bible lessons at the Orphans 
Reborn camp had ended with Jesus’ 
love and crucifixion. Those truths so 

impacted 
Andrei that 
the last night’s 
festive meal 
and fireworks 
could not calm 
his aching 
heart.  

When asked the reason for his tears, 
Andrei answered, “I am sorry for 
God.”  After talking with his counselor, 
Andrei prayed—thanking God for His 
love and asking forgiveness for sins. 
He also prayed that he and his family 
would be in God’s kingdom.

Andrei is typical of thousands of 
children in poor homes who lack 
most of life’s necessities. They have 
not been abandoned in orphanages. 
Perhaps it would be better if they 
had, given their horrific situation at 
home. But these children have not 
gone unnoticed. Orphans Reborn and 
local church workers, who work so 
tirelessly, are now also reaching some 
of the neglected children in their 
neighbourhoods. 

In asking us to slightly expand the scope 

of Orphans Reborn, Russian-speaking 
pastors have gently reminded us that 
even as some orphans have a parent 
or family who abandoned them at 
the orphanage, other children are 
every bit as neglected. Those children 
also need loving care and the Gospel.  
Ministry to those hurting children 
has one small advantage; they will 
not be moved by the state to another 
orphanage.

Andrei’s parents occasionally attended 
church, but when they moved to 
another city, they stopped. Now that 
they have reconnected with Andrei, 
Elena and the other workers will 
continue to work with Andrei and his 
family. Andrei was given a children’s 
Bible. He also requested all of the 
Golden verses that they had studied 
together.

In her report, Elena also wrote, “Thank 
you, our friends, for your support and 
involvement. This truly is our ministry 
together. I trust that you are rejoicing 
with me.”

Andrei’s story is not unique. There are 
tens of thousands of children like him 
who, along with nearly one million 
orphans across the Commonwealth 
of Independent States (CIS), need the 
Gospel and the loving ministry of local 
church Orphans Reborn workers.

“Tears for God” CANADA

Canadian Connection
by Allan Vincent


