
Thank You for Our Children!
Now that spring is here, thousands of 
children across Russia and her neighboring 
countries are eagerly anticipating the 
summer that follows, and with it—more 
than 300 Christian summer camps that 
SGA partners help make possible each year. 

Next to Christmas, summer camp season 
is perhaps the most important time of the 
year for reaching needy children with the 
Gospel. Children from believing families 
invite their unbelieving friends to camp, 
churches invite unbelieving families in 
their neighborhoods to allow their children 
to attend, and children who attended the 
previous year are eager to spread the 
word. Only eternity will reveal how many 
boys and girls first encountered the living 
Savior at a summer camp. 

Luda Yatkso is one of the faithful SGA-
sponsored camp workers in Russia’s 
Ivanovo region. At the conclusion of the 
last camp season, she shared a wonderful 
glimpse into how God works in the hearts 
of the children—some of whose lives are 
lived in continual heartbreak . . . 

We had a boy at camp named Sasha. 

His parents drink, and his father 
beats his mother. When we made 
arrangements for Sasha to attend 
camp, his mother warned us that he 
wasn’t a very obedient child. He had 
been kicked out of two camps and ran 
away from a third. ‘Will you be able to 
deal with him?’ she asked. Sasha came 
to our camp. After several days, his 
mother called and with a trembling 
voice, asked how her son was doing. 
All was well. Sasha was obedient and 
didn’t want to go anywhere else! His 
mother works at a sewing factory. She 
told her colleagues at work about our 
camp, and many of them began calling 
me and asking when the next camp 
would be held so their children could be 
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Children at camp learn Bible truths 
through fun skits.
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Watching God at Work

As you know from reading InSight each 
month, SGA-sponsored missionary pastors 
and workers are involved in many ways of 
reaching out into their communities with 
the Gospel. Summer children’s camps are 
vital, and the workers are filled with joy as 
they see the Lord at work in the hearts of 
the children. Local church worker Vadim 
Zolotaryov writes from Russia’s Kirov 
region, describing how God works in young 
boys and girls as they enjoy the beauty of 
His earth around them . . . 

During the nine days of camp, we 
focused with the youth on the special 
world of relationships, especially 
having a relationship with God 
Himself—the Creator. We rose together 
with the sun and prayed in silence. 
Children have the ability to quickly 
respond to the love and care shown to 
them. One evening, the Lord showed 
His power through thunder and 
lightning as I called the children to 
prayer. There were mixed feelings of 
greatness, delight, and also fear before 
God. That evening, 25 children believed 
in Jesus Christ with all their hearts! 

We were able to show how Jesus loves 
us and how He proved His love on 
Golgotha’s cross, having died for our 

sins. He has the right to demand our 
obedience . . . If you love Me, keep My 
commandments (John 14:15). The 
love of Christ changes us completely. 

In Russia’s Tver region, SGA-sponsored 
missionary pastor Gennady Gorbunov held 
camp ministry with similar fruit. In many 
regions across the CIS, it is harder to hold 
camp ministries because of opposition. 
But in Tver, the local administration has 
good relations with the church. Gennady 
says the most recent development was a 
visit from the director of the local Forestry 
Division. She heard about the church’s 
camps and visited, and then offered to help 
them rent land for camp purposes in the 
forest she oversees! Please join Gennady 
and the church in prayer that these 
blessings will continue, so more children 
can be reached with the Gospel. God is 
truly at work in many lives across the lands 
of Russia! Thank you again for all that you 
do to help make it possible.

with us! This is a good testimony—that 
unbelievers would want to send their 
children to a Christian camp. Please 
pray with us that many more children 
and their parents around Ivanovo will 
come to know the goodness and mercy 
of the Lord. 

The ministry programs vary from camp 
to camp. At Ivanovo, they also worked 
to reach children in the neighboring 
towns of Kokhma, Yurievets, Takovo and 
Furmanov. Their camp program was 
called “Stay the Saints” and taught the 
children on forgiveness. In Furmanov, the 
parents wrote to the church to express 
their thanks, and even to the town 
administrators. They asked for more 
camps and celebrations for their children, 

and the local television crew came to 
report on the camp activities. It is rare for 
evangelical ministries to get such positive 
coverage in the media, and we are deeply 
thankful to the Lord for His sovereign work 
in so many hearts. 

Please intercede in advance for the 2013 
camp season as it nears. Ask God to 
provide the resources needed to reach as 
many children as possible, and that He 
would open the hearts of the children to 
believe the Gospel. We know the Lord’s 
glorious promise of salvation to all who 
believe . . . For the promise is for you and 
your children and for all who are far off, 
as many as the Lord our God will call to 
Himself (Acts 2:39).

 . . . for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good 
pleasure  

Camp usually lasts only a week, but a child’s new relationship with Christ lasts a lifetime.

Children learn of God’s love as they 
bask in His creation.



Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord (Psalm 34:11). 

Missionary pastor Oleg Karnaukh labors in Ukraine’s 

Khmelnitsk region, where they held a fruitful summer 

camp ministry for 170 children. Both the children and 

some of the parents wrote to express their thanks . . . 

This summer I rested at the camp. It 
was very interesting and enjoyable. I 
met lots of boys and girls, and made new 
friends with them. Morning till night, we 
have been singing, playing interesting 
games, and having exciting Bible 
lessons. Alexei was our sports leader and 
our team leaders were Anya and Vitaly. 
They spent time with us. Our camp 
director, Sasha, 
was very kind and 
cheerful. Slavic, 
the musician, sang 
wonderful songs. I 
enjoyed the camp 
greatly! 

—Denis Besarab

I organized and 
conducted camp 
in mid-August. 

There were 58 children, and the 
camp was centered around Bible lessons. 
We spoke to the children about God, man, 
salvation through Jesus Christ, and sin. Of 
course, we conducted various fun activities 
and games, and the kids learned Bible 
truths during these games. The Word of God 
reached their hearts through songs and Bible 
lessons. Many of the children learned what 
prayer is for the first time. There were 42 
children who prayed at the end of the camp. 
Many of them prayed prayers of repentance, 
and I believe they understood what they 
were doing.

We invited the parents of the children at the 
end of the camp, and some of them came to 
the church for the first time. The majority 
of the children were from non-believing 
families. Parents who visited were able to 
see what their children had learned in the 
camp. They expressed their gratitude and 
also their desire to attend our church. Three 
adults expressed the desire to follow Jesus 
and believe in Him. I ask you to pray that 
the children and their parents will keep 
attending Sunday school and church services. 
I thank and praise the Lord that the Word of 
God was planted in their hearts! 

We are so deeply thankful to you—our partners in ministry—for making Christian 
summer camp ministry possible for churches across the CIS. For thousands of 
children through the years, this has been their first exposure to the love of Christ. 
And many have turned to Him in saving faith. The following brief reports are just a 
few examples of what you help accomplish in countless young lives.

Pastor Yuri Romanchik

Ostrino, Belarus

Thank You from Ukraine!

Late in the fall, we received word that SGA-sponsored Orphans Reborn 

workers were able to use a local church facility to 

hold a “Fall Camp” for about 40 orphan children. 
At first, the pastor of the church was very cautious 

since children’s Christian ministry is now officially 

prohibited in Kazakhstan, but he took the risk and 

allowed the use of the church grounds for ministry to 

orphans. We are not publishing the location, names 

or photos for security reasons. Please pray for our 

brothers and sisters in Kazakhstan, as well as in the 

other Central Asian nations where persecution of 

believers continues to grow.

Discreet Camp in Kazakhstan

I live in the village of 
Sasanivka. I’m very happy 
that I could spend five 
enjoyable days at the camp, 
which was called “You are 
special for Jesus.” I loved 
being at the camp. It was 
so wonderful to learn 
more about God. I enjoyed 
the games. I was looking 
forward to the camp, even 
counting the days before 
it started! When I found 
out that it would be done 
in Golubcha, I was not 
disappointed. I loved the 
topsy-turvy day. I beg you 
to grant me several days at 
the camp again next year. I 
keep attending the Sunday 
school in Golubcha. 

—Tanya Bondarchuk

I had real fun at the camp and learned many interesting things about God. I made new friends. We played different games and participated in the competitions. We sang the camp song and 

lots of others. We made beautiful crafts. I had 

always dreamt of being at such a camp and my 

dream came true! 

—Bogdana Madyar

I am Diana Plaksa’s mother. I’m very thankful to 
the people who provided the camp for the children. 
It was fun for all the participants. My daughter 
was really excited and happy. She met new friends, 
learned new songs, games, and the Bible verses. She 
loved her leaders. From the bottom of my heart, I 
hope all the leaders, and especially Sasha and Oleg, 
can keep doing this work. Please grant our children 
joy, smiles and fun! Thanks to  all of you!

—Tanya

Tanya



How You Can Help

CIS in the News . . . 
Increasing Persecution in Uzbekistan 
Draws UN Attention

While persecution of churches has 
been increasing for some time in the 
former Soviet republics of Central Asia, 
the plight of a pastor from Uzbekistan 
finally drew the attention of the United 
Nations late last fall. Protestant pastor 
Makset Djabbarbergenov had been held 
in Kazakhstan while Uzbekistan sought 
to extradite him on charges of “leading 
an unregistered Protestant community.” 
But the UN’s High Commissioner 
for Refugees intervened and Pastor 
Djabbarbergenov was put on board a 
plane and sent to Germany, where he was 
reunited with his wife and four children. 

In the meantime, evangelical churches 
in Uzbekistan continue to face intense 
pressure. Forum 18 reports that a 
Tashkent Protestant was fined 100 
times the minimum monthly wage for 
allegedly “illegally distributing religious 
literature.” Christians were also fined for 
the same thing in Samarkand, but said 
that they merely had some neighbors, 
friends and relatives together reading 
the Bible and praying. Please intercede 
regularly for our brothers and sisters in 
these regions. May the Lord grant us his 
wisdom in determining how best to serve 
the churches as they stand firm for the 
sake of the Gospel. 

Right now, Bible-preaching churches across the lands of Russia 
are hard at work planning and preparing for their children’s camp 
ministries and other outreaches that take place in summer’s warmer 
weather. The goal of the faithful pastors and children’s workers is 
to effectively communicate the Gospel to the children, as well as 
to their adult caregivers as God provides the opportunities. Your 

continued prayer and financial support are greatly appreciated, for the camps as well as for 
all other SGA-sponsored ministries—missionary pastors, Orphans Reborn, Bible training, 
compassion ministry, and the provision of Russian-language Bibles and Christian literature. 
Thank you for all that you do! 

Estate planning is a very important task, yet 
one for which it is easy to procrastinate. If 
you do not have an estate plan in place that 
will ensure provision for your family while 
protecting your estate from unnecessary 
taxation, or if your estate plan is out of date, 
we encourage you to take action to remedy 
this situation. 

For Christians, there is an added dimension 
to estate planning—recognizing that God 
is the owner of our estate places us in a 
responsible position as a steward. It is 
important that we use our estate assets to 
their fullest potential during our lifetimes 
for us personally, for our family, for our 
business, and for His glory. As a steward, we 
must also arrange for the most efficient and 
effective transfer of our assets at death to 

individuals or ministries who will continue 
to use them to reflect biblical values and to 
advance the Kingdom of Christ.

While almost all of the reasons for 
procrastinating are understandable, the 
plain reality is that the absence of an estate 
plan can have a devastating impact on 
family members and on an estate. SGA has 
made special arrangements for you to look 
into such matters with PhilanthroCorp, 
a nationally-known Christian charitable 
planning firm that works exclusively in the 
areas of estate and gift planning. There is 
no cost or obligation to you for this service. 
For further information, please visit our 
website at http://www.sga.org. Or you can 
call (800) 876-7958 to speak on the phone 
with one of their Estate Specialists.

Sensible Stewardship

Israel Bible Training Update
The Lord has granted SGA tremendous 
opportunities for training congregation 
and home group leaders in the land of 
the Bible. Over the past two years, SGA’s 
director of Bible training for Israel has 
conducted training for 84 Christian 
brothers and sisters from several 
congregations. Adjunct teachers have 
come from SGA-sponsored seminaries in 
the Commonwealth of Independent States. 
Thus far, 42 students have completed all 
the required courses and have received 

certificates from the SGA-sponsored Irpen 
Biblical Seminary in Ukraine. 

In December, an excellent Russian 
language apologetics conference was 
held at Israel College of the Bible. At the 
conference, our February 2013 launch of  
Russian-language curriculum at ICB was 
announced. Please pray for many students 
to register for classes, and for the Lord to 
provide all the necessary resources. 
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When Anna Warner and her sister 
Susan wrote the first stanza of this 
hymn to cheer a dying boy, they had 
no idea that other stanzas would be 
added by David McGuire, and that 
William Bradbury would compose 
the music and add the refrain. They 
could never have imagined that future 
generations would sing of Jesus’ love 
without really knowing Him.

Today, the sad reality is that 
multitudes know nothing of Jesus 
or His love. Nowhere is that more 
true than in the Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS) where 90% 
of the cities and towns have no Bible-
preaching church. But again this 
summer, through the summer camp 
ministries you help sponsor, pastors 
and churches will teach children and 
youth about Jesus and His love.  And 
they will be heard . . . 

Everyone listened closely to 
the lessons. When we covered 

the topic of 
Jesus sacrificial 
love and His 
crucifixion, 
Andrei cried and 
said that he felt 
sorry for God. 
Then, on the other 

days, there were different topics 
such as how God can change 
people’s hearts and a person 
can believe. On the last day of 
camp after we had a special 
meal, everyone except Andrei 
was happy as they watched the 
fireworks. Tears were trickling 
down Andrei’s cheeks. When I 
asked him what was wrong, 
he answered, ‘I feel sorry for 
God.’ I suggested that he pray, 
and without me telling him what 
to say, he thanked God for His 
love and asked God to forgive 
him for his sins and accept him 
in to His kingdom. When I gave 
Andrei a children’s Bible, he asked 
me to mark the verses that we 
had studied. (Elena Liskina, Camp 
Ministry, Krasnoyarsk Region, 
Russia— Orphans Camp)

Andrei’s parents used to attend 
church, until they moved to another 
city. Andrei’s mother promised that 
she would take Andrei and her other 
children to Sunday school. 

Please pray that through this 
summer’s camp ministry, many 
other children like Andrei and their 
families will come to know Jesus and 
His love.

CANADA

Canadian Connection

Andrei

Al’s March Itinerary:
6, 7 – The Gospel Coalition – World Missions
 Conference – Orlando, FL
8-10 – The Gospel Coalition – National
 Conference – Orlando, FL

15-29 – Moscow, Nizhny Novgorod & Ivanovo,
 Russia – Pastors’ & Wives’ Retreats
 (Pastor Andrew Hall & Lynne
 Vincent) & Coaching (Pastor
 Gilles Lapierre)

by Allan Vincent

Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so . . . 


