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Hungry for Hope in Belgorod

Belgorod is a city in southern Russia, 
located just 25 miles north of the 
Ukrainian border. Populated by more than 
356,000 people, Belgorod translates into 
English as the “White City,” and received 
its name due to limestone deposits in the 
region. Yet, as SGA-sponsored missionary 
pastor Piotr Tokar reports, the Lord is at 
work in Belgorod. Piotr and his church 
are pointing many to the cleansing and 
forgiveness available only through faith in 
Christ, declaring yet again God’s promise . 
. . Though your sins are as scarlet, they will 
be as white as snow (Isaiah 1:18). 

Shebekino is one of the neighboring 
villages where Piotr ministers. He recently 

took part in compassion ministry, taking 
food and other aid to poor families . . . 

These are large families who don’t 
know the Lord. The parents do not 
have a permanent job. They drink 
and lead an ungodly way of life. The 
children do not have enough clothes 
and are always hungry. We visited 
15 such families and could see their 
spiritual emptiness, and physical 
misery. When we gave out our gifts, 
we could see such joy in the eyes of the 
children. We talked to the adults, and 
told them about how they could have 
new life through Jesus Christ. We sang 
hymns and told them of God’s love, 
which makes no difference between 
rich or poor. And they listened 
attentively. 

Some were stubborn and did not want 
to repent. Others really thought about 
their lives and asked us how to get 
rid of their sins. We saw such sincere 
longing in their eyes when we told 
them about Christ. We gave a book to 

Village to village, Piotr and his team 
bring the joy of hope in Christ.

Spreading God’s Love in Russia’s “White City”

nSigh tI
J a n u a r y   2 0 1 3

S l a v i c  G o s p e l  A s s o c i a t i o n

S e r v i n g  C h u r c h e s  –  R e a c h i n g  R u s s i a



The wonder-working power of Christ’s love impacts entire families.

Studying English and God’s Word
Yevgeny Schetinsky
SGA-Sponsored Missionary Pastor
Uzhur, Russia (Krasnoyarsk Territory)

I am thankful to be able to share a few 
of our ministry blessings with you. On 
Mondays, we have been conducting an 
evangelistic English club. This ministry 
began last November, and we have five 
unbelievers who are attending these 
classes. We are reading the Gospel of John, 
translating the text and then discussing 
it with the students. They have many 
questions, and we have invited them to 
join us in church and to attend our Easter 
celebrations. Please pray that the Lord will 
bring them to saving faith through this 
ministry and our fellowship together. 

In addition to this, we have been hosting 
sports activities for non-Christian young 
men and teenagers. We were not able to 
find a regular gymnasium or sports hall for 
this—one that would allow us to preach 
the Gospel freely. So instead we meet in 

one of the schools. We are able to hold 
lessons on morality there, meet with new 
people, and find ways to reach out to them 
with the Gospel. 

Discipleship for Christian Families

The family is one of God’s greatest gifts on 
earth! We are thankful to Him that He has 
entrusted us with three children. Last year, 
our regional overseer asked us to prepare 
a seminar on the subject of raising children 
in a Christian family. Together with my 
wife, we visited six towns in our region and 
presented our seminar. God’s blessing was 
on these seminars, and we can see how 
important and needed this teaching is. One 
woman repented in our church service. She 
now attends a Bible study group and our 
prayer services. Please pray for her growth 
in the Lord. 

Did You Know? Russia’s Krasnoyarsk 
region is truly enormous. Located in Siberia 
on the eastern side of the Ural Mountains, 
it stretches more than 1,800 miles from 
Russia’s Arctic north nearly to the border 
with Mongolia in the south. It is a region 
where much fruitful ministry has taken 
place since the Soviet collapse, and is 
where the SGA-sponsored Orphans Reborn 
ministry began. Please pray for Yevgeny and 
the other faithful SGA-sponsored missionary 
pastors laboring in this strategic region. 

each child along with sweets, and we 
gave New Testaments and booklets 
to the adults. Perhaps only a few will 
respond, but I thank the Lord for the 
opportunity to reach many people 
through His Word. 

In Piotr’s Shebekino congregation, there 
are Roma (Gypsy) believers, and he 
frequently travels to visit unbelieving 
Roma families.  Piotr says they recently 
saw the Holy Spirit do a powerful work in 
the lives of a needy Roma family. 

When we came to the family, we came 
in and saw the drunken husband 
sleeping on the sofa. While Nona 
(the wife) prepared tea, the husband 
(Alexei) woke up and saw us talking to 
Nona. He became angry and tried to 
force us to leave. We tried to explain 
to Alexei who we were, but he didn’t 
want to listen. When Nona finally 
got him to understand that we were 
believers who had arrived with food, 
and that there were Roma people 
in our church, he began to weep 
and begged us to forgive him. As we 
talked to Alexei, he became even more 

ashamed of his behavior. He went 
inside, washed his face, put on clean 
clothes, and we had tea together, but 
we talked more than we drank tea!

It was then that God began to work. 
Usually in Roma culture, men are ashamed 
to shed tears, but Alexei’s tears were of 
contrition. God helped Piotr and the other 
believers to answer all of Alexei and Nona’s 
questions. We invited them to pray. And 
they did. First Nona prayed a prayer of 
repentance. Then their oldest son prayed 
and asked God’s forgiveness. Then Alexei 
finally knelt and opened His heart to God, 
praying and repenting! Piotr and the team 
went home rejoicing, and now send a 
prayer request to the SGA family . . . 

We ask you to pray for this family in a 
special way. Please pray for Nona and 
Alexei, and their children. Pray that 
they will all be true children of God. 
And pray for me, that I will fulfill this 
ministry without reproach. I thank the 
Lord for the opportunity to overcome, 
and to remain obedient to Him. I 
thank you for your prayers, and for 
your help to my ministry and family!

In Uzhur, sports, fun and learning 
God’s Word go hand in hand.
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Our special joy is for a man named Sergei. He had been a drug addict for 20 years, and was disabled in an accident. Over the course of eight years, 
we prayed for him, visited him, and took him to our church and Bible studies in the village. He repented, and today he is a totally different person. 
He hates sin, and no longer wants anything to do with drugs, alcohol, or  an immoral lifestyle. He is amazed with the freedom and peace he has, 
and he tells us, “My chest is enlarged because Jesus settled there!” He loves everybody, hugs . . . sings . . . cries . . . prays . . . and witnesses to other 
drug addicts. They think he is crazy, but he rejoices. He calls us and thanks us that we took him to the church. We visit him, and he invites his 
unsaved friends and witnesses to them about the Lord! Thank you for everything that you are doing for us. Your prayers and financial support 
are a great blessing. May our heavenly Father reward you a hundredfold for your kind and sacrificial hearts!

Alexei Alshevsky (Belarus)

SGA partners helped us hold a Vacation Bible School this year. We 

didn’t even need to advertise it—we had 95 children and 79 of them 

were from non-believing families! Children who attended last year 

had spread the word! We set up a large tent in the churchyard, and 

had our morning meeting, breakfast, lunch, choir practice and Bible 

lessons. The majority of the children came from families with Orthodox 

or Catholic backgrounds, but none of them had any idea about how to 

have a saving relationship with Christ. My heart was amazed at how the 

children took the Lord into their hearts without any doubt or fear! One 

day, the town held a non-Christian festival called “Midsummer Day” 

near the churchyard. The children saw all the bottles (of alcohol) and 

drunken men. It was a good lesson for the children. Many said, “When I 

grow up, I will never attend such a celebration!” One mother named Zoe 

told us with surprise about her children who were so different when 

they came home. They didn’t fight with each other, and instead of the 

television or computer, they played together and sang the songs from 

VBS! We are thankful to SGA and to the Golgotha Church youth from 

Minsk who helped us. May God bless you!

Vasily Shevalenko (Ukraine)
Once a month, we gather to 

evangelize in our region. In the spring, we visited the 

village of Radensk and helped provide free medical care 

to the people. We told people about God and gave out 

New Testaments. About 300 people heard the Gospel 

on that day. Taras and Julia are the couple that serve 

in this village, and every Saturday they hold meetings 

for the children and witness to the adults. Also, every 

Wednesday we hold an open-air library in the town 

of Tsyurupinsk. People come and take books, and we 

witness to them, giving them Christian brochures and 

New Testaments. Please pray for us and for our ministry!

Alexander Zimin (Far East Russia)
We have adopted Luke 9:26 as the motto for our church . . . For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when He comes in His glory, and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. We do not want our believers to be shy about witnessing to their neighbors and colleagues. I have personally made it a rule for myself to share the Gospel with at least three unbelievers each month. This year, our goal is to distribute more than 1,000 copies of the New Testament at the rate of 100 copies per month. Each member of our church should share the Gospel with at least 10 people and challenge them to repent. We should also share with our lost relatives. The last Saturday of each month, we go out and distribute New Testaments and invitations to church. Thus far, we have handed out about 600 New Testaments and invited the same number of people to our church. Pray with us that people will be saved, and that our church will grow.

Sing to the Lord, all the earth; proclaim good tidings of 
His salvation from day to day (1 Chronicles 16:23). 

With some 350 faithful missionary pastors sponsored 
by SGA partners across the Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS), we can only bring you a 
selected few of the wonderful reports we receive each 
month—sharing their tireless ministry labors and 
urgent prayer needs. You help make their ministry 
possible, and we trust you will be blessed and 
encouraged with the following glimpses into the daily 
lives of these faithful servants of the Gospel. 

An open air Bible library in the snow!



How You Can Help

CIS in the News . . . 
Turkmen Believers Face Severe 
Crackdown

Late in the summer, at least five 
Protestant believers in Turkmenistan 
were heavily fined for “religious activity 
without state approval.” Forum 18 
reported that one of the court trials 
came after a meeting where the Muslim 
Imam and local officials summoned the 
village population and “threatened to 
expel all Protestants or ostracize them, 
and threatened that their children 
would be kept under close scrutiny in 
school.” Other evangelical believers have 
been harassed and threatened, and one 
reportedly had their business seized. SGA 
contacts in the region say authorities 
raided a children’s camp, arrested 
the pastor, and by all appearances, an 
informant had given all their names 
and location to the police. “Needless 

to say, it was a very tense discussion; 
the frightened children cried, officials 
confiscated their Bibles, song books, and 
computers. The pastor was interrogated 
until midnight, then released.”

This is a heartbreaking situation. Baptist 
leader Pastor Vasily Korobov said that he 
will attempt to meet with government 
religious affairs officials about this 
situation, and has also requested a 
meeting with the U.S. Embassy to discuss 
religious freedom and human rights. 
Please pray for our Turkmen brothers 
and sisters in the midst of this intense, 
renewed pressure. Pray also for the 
continued advance of the Gospel in a 
land where Christ’s love is so desperately 
needed. I know that You can do all things, 
And that no purpose of Yours can be 
thwarted (Job 42:2). 

The Russian government might have cut the number of time zones 
in the country from 11 to nine, but the territory remains the same. 
It’s vast—nearly 4,000 miles from west to east, and stretching from 
Europe to Asia and the Pacific Ocean. And a full 90 percent of 
cities, towns and villages remain without a Bible-preaching church 
or permanent Gospel witness. The faithful missionary pastors 

you help sponsor through SGA are committed to reaching their people, and our partners 
help them in so many ways—ministry to lonely, forgotten orphan children through SGA’s 
Orphans Reborn, providing Russian-language Bibles and Christian literature, compassionate 
humanitarian aid as needed, summer camps, youth ministry, Bible training, and so much 
more. Please prayerfully consider what you can do to advance the Gospel across the CIS. 

Orphans Reborn

The Open Hearts of Lonely, Forgotten Children
Throughout the year, faithful SGA-sponsored 
Orphans Reborn teams lovingly and 
compassionately share the Gospel and the 
love of Christ with thousands of orphan boys 
and girls across Russia and her neighboring 
countries. OR team member Tatiana Kiseleva 
recently sent the following moving report 
from Krasnoyarsk, Russia. What a wonderful 
glimpse into how the Lord is working—in 
His time—in the hearts of these precious 
little ones who need Him so. 

One day, I was giving the children a 
Bible lesson from Luke 17 on the Lord’s 
healing of the 10 lepers. I asked the 
children to make paper cut-outs of 
10 people holding hands. While I was 
telling the story about the one man who 
was healed, and who alone returned 
to thank the Lord, one of the children 
separated one of his paper people from 
the rest. I asked him why he had done 
that, and the boy answered, “This is 
a healed person who went back and 
thanked Christ.” As I continued with 
the story, he started to separate other 
figures as well. When I asked him again 
what he was doing, the boy replied, “I 
am setting each one of them free so they 
will also go to Jesus and thank Him for 
their healing!” Small children are so 
receptive to biblical truths!

Earlier this year, I took a girl named 
Toma from the Yemelianovo orphanage 

to stay with me. She began to tell me 
about how the Lord answered her 
simple prayer. Toma said, “I am not the 
only sibling at the orphanage, I have 
sisters and a brother. But once I felt so 
very lonely, I wanted to cry. There were 
other children around me, there was 
my brother and my sisters, but I still felt 
alone. So, I started to pray to Jesus and 
asked Him to comfort me and remove 
my loneliness. And as I was praying, the 
Lord comforted me and gave me peace. 
I felt that He was there with me.” Truly 
. . . You have been the helper of the 
orphan (Psalm 10:14). 

Please pray for the children in my 
group at Orphanage #2 in Krasnoyarsk. 
They want to hear the Good News, but 
there is a woman who works at that 
orphanage who is in great opposition 
to our lessons. Each time we come, she 
speaks negative things about our work 
and upsets the children. But I believe 
God is able to change the situation. 

A child’s simple paper cutout tells a 
powerful story of healing and redemption.
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The Rivne 
Connection

The love of Christ 
controls us . . .
(2 Cor. 5:14).

Humanly speaking, 
there is no connection between 
Rivne, Ukraine, and Ivanovo, Russia. 
With almost 1,500 km separating 
Rivne in northwestern Ukraine and 
Ivanovo, which is 250 km east of 
Moscow, one would not expect to 
hear Rivne, Ukraine, mentioned 
there, let alone meet three Rivne 
missionary couples who are planting 
churches in the Ivanovo Region. But 
what man could not imagine, God 
brought together. 

Vladimir and Maria Miskevich, Sergei 
and Tatyana Druz, plus Stas and 
Ludmila Petrash and their respective 
families make up a very effective 
and committed Rivne contingent in 
Ivanovo. After Vladimir and Sergei 
fulfilled their compulsory military 
service, they and their wives planted 
churches in Siberia. Then in response 
to the Lord’s call, their families 
moved to the Ivanovo segment of 
the then comparatively unreached 

Golden Ring of regions that surround 
the huge capital city of Moscow. 
Thirteen years ago, the Miskevich 
and Druz families started to plant 
a new church in the center of the 
city of Ivanovo. A few years later, 
they were joined by Ludmila, who 
later married Stas. Together they 
are planting a new church in Shuya, 
another major city in the Ivanovo 
region.

As in most parts of the former Soviet 
Union, ministry has not been easy. 
Although unfinished Houses of 
Prayer and other ministry projects 
have severely stretched their limited 
resources, they have persevered and 
God is building His Church.
• A new lady recently repented at 

a worship service. That lady had 
been brought by her sister who 
is a believer from another part of 
Russia.

• And another congregation 
rejoices as a man with a terminal 
illness repented during a pastor’s 
visit to pray for this dear man.

With the faithful prayer and financial 
support of SGA ministry partners, the 
Rivne Connection continues to bear 
fruit.
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