
Russia—An Unwritten Page of Opportunity

By Dr. Bob Provost

At the end of this month, SGA reaches the 
end of yet another fiscal year. It’s really just 
a single point in time on the calendar, yet 
it is still an important mile marker on the 
ongoing path of reflection, reassessment 
and planning for future, fruitful ministry. 

And should our Lord delay in His 
coming, another great year of ministry 
opportunities granted by Him surely lies 
ahead— if we only will recognize and 
seize them. I am praying that you will 
be right there with us, helping in the 
great challenge— and blessing—of being 
“water-carriers” for our brothers and 
sisters across Russia and their neighboring 
countries, and in Israel.  They are really the 
ones doing the hard, yet joyful labor for the 
sake of the Gospel, day in and day out. 

Russia is 4,000 miles from its western 
border to the Pacific coast in the east. 
While we rejoice with every new believer 
and every new church planted, there are 
still 90 percent of the cities, towns and 

villages yet to reach. Tens of millions of 
Russians are facing an eternity without 
Christ. They need—and many are even 

crying to hear—that they can have hope 
through the Lord Jesus, but there is no one 
to tell them. SGA partners help sponsor 
350 faithful missionary pastors, but that 
is just a tiny fraction of the number that 
needs to be sent. Who will help us? Many 
faithful men and their families are ready to 
go to the unreached regions and they are 
praying for the means to do it. 

The fall of atheistic Soviet communism is 
now two decades in the past, and many 
have forgotten the terrible toll communism 
took on the church. Hundreds of pastors 
heard that dread knock on the door in 
the middle of the night, never to be seen 
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Millions of people . . . waiting to hear of 
salvation in Christ.
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From Siberia to the Seminary
By Ilya Kuvshinov

I was born in Russia’s 
Irkutsk region. From 
early childhood, I had a 
desire to know God. My 

parents were not true believers, but they 
displayed reverence for Him, which they 
passed on to their children. 

Even so, I grew up like all other youth. I 
often sensed a deep longing in my soul. I 
could find no answers and my conscience 
had no peace. The thought of the end of 
the world frightened me. When I heard 
about Bible prophecy and the Rapture, I 
[mistakenly] thought that Christ would 
take me, since I hadn’t committed any 
great sins.  Eventually, someone gave 
Mama the book Peace With God. She really 
liked it and she gave it to me. Even though 
it was hard for me to read it, the truth 
about God pieced my heart. 

When I was 13, I was sent to my father 
in Novosibirsk, as we had fallen on hard 
times. While I was gone, my mother 
became a believer and began to attend 
an evangelical church. When the church 
found out about me, they prayed for me all 
the time. Shortly afterward, my father was 
injured and thought he was dying. I was 

scared to death. I started to pray fervently 
to God for Papa’s healing. Papa’s recovery 
was a key moment in my spiritual journey. 
I understood that God hears and answers 
prayer, and I was grateful to Him. 

After arriving home, I saw the change in 
Mama. She met me with unforgettable 
joy in her voice and light in her eyes. She 
quickly told me about the One Who had 
given this to her. My heart was ready and 
I received everything she told me about 
the Lord. The next day, we went to church 
and I repented. The road home was dark, 
but for me the entire world was in bloom 
and shining! God had forgiven me and had 
taken away the burden of condemnation. 
Now I was free from the guilt of sin! A new 
thirst to read God’s Word entered my life. 

I am immeasurably happy that I can serve 
God. I now play ten instruments for God’s 
glory. I sing in the choir and the ensemble. 
When I was 17, God entrusted me with the 
ministry of preaching. Today, I live in the 
city of Berdyansk with my wife, Ekaterina, 
and a son, Ilya. I have been enrolled in 
Irpen Seminary since 2011. 

Editor’s Note: If you would like to read more 
of Ilya’s wonderful testimony, please visit 
SGA’s website at http://www.sga.org. 

by their families again. Because of this, 
there is still a serious shortage of trained 
pastors, evangelist-missionary pastors, 
youth pastors, Sunday school teachers, 
Christian education workers and worship 
leaders. That’s why your support of SGA-
sponsored seminaries and Bible institutes 
is so vitally important. Russian churches 
need godly pastors who will . . . shepherd 
the flock of God . . . (1 Peter 5:2). Who will 
help us? 

Since the fall of communism, millions of 
copies of Russian-language Bibles and 
biblically-sound Christian books have 
been printed and distributed across 
Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, Kazakhstan, 
and the other former Soviet nations. But 
now, some nations are again beginning to 
confiscate and even destroy every copy of 
God’s Word they can find. SGA’s stock of 
Bibles and Christian books is beginning to 
be alarmingly depleted, yet the need and 
demand remains great as ever. Who will 
help us? 

I can’t see reports from SGA-sponsored 
children’s ministries such as Orphans 
Reborn and Christmas outreaches such 
as Immanuel’s Child without smiling with 
joy. When a young Russian boy or girl—
and all the more so an orphan—comes to 
know that they have a Father in Heaven 

who loves them, the deep expression of 
contentment and happiness on their face 
says more than a million written words. 

With these, and indeed all of SGA’s 
ministries, our faithful partners have 
been with us all along with the Lord’s 
leading. You’ve given sacrificially—you’ve 
volunteered, you’ve helped spread the 
word, and most importantly of all, you’ve 
prayed! You’ve remembered the words 
of Peter Deyneka, our founder . . . “Much 
prayer, much power. Little prayer, little 
power. No prayer, no power!” And we are 
so deeply grateful— to you and to our 
great God and Father. 

Yet as we enter Fiscal Year 2012-2013, we 
enter it realizing that our task from the 
Lord is not yet complete. Not as long as a 
single soul in Russia still needs to hear the 
life-changing Gospel. So may I humbly ask 
you—will you please continue to stand 
with us? Will you help us? 

Somewhere in Russia,  in the Caucasus 
nations, in the Central Asian nations, or in 
Israel, a lost soul is waiting for the hope of 
the Gospel—a soul that has not yet heard. 
Our brothers and sisters want to find each 
and every one of them. They need us. And 
they need you. Now more than ever!

The Bible training you help provide prepares many faithful men to lead 
churches filled with excited new believers.



At Golgotha Church in Minsk, the youth are busy with ministry and outreach 

projects. Last spring, young and old participated together in an annual 

meeting called “With Jesus Through Our Lives.” Youth leader Dima Podrez 

called it an amazing experience . . .

Along with the youth, there were people over 70 years old. It was amazing 

how the younger and older generations were encouraged by their time 

together. They all contributed to worship, and glorified the Lord through 

their poetry. Our youth were so encouraged to know that the older ones 

are praying for them, and we could share with them how we are in 

ministry together.

These reports are wonderful examples of how the lives of youth 

across the CIS are being transformed by Christ. They are being used by 

God to revitalize their churches, zealously sharing the Gospel with their peers and 

entire communities. Please keep them in prayer! 

St. Petersburg

Comfort Church is celebrating ten years of ministry in Russia’s historic tsarist-era 
capital. Their youth have been engaged in a flurry of activity that began in 
October 2011 . . . 

Our church boys went to the Fall Cup (soccer competition) organized by 
the churches of St. Petersburg. We were able to involve teenagers from the 
orphanage, and they were very pleased to take part. Please pray for the 
children who participated. Then we held a “prayer rally” along the beltline road 
around St. Petersburg, praying for the city with the inspiration of the prophet 
Jeremiah—Take care of the welfare of the city where I have sent you . . . and 
pray to the Lord on its behalf; for in its welfare you will have welfare (Jeremiah 
29:7). Our main goal was prayer for the revival and repentance of the 
city. Some 120 believers participated.

Did You Know?

St. Petersburg was founded in 
the early 1700s by Tsar Peter 

the Great, and served as Russia’s 
capital for most of the following 
years until the 1917 communist 
revolution, when the capital was 

moved to Moscow. The communists 
renamed the city Leningrad, but it 

was restored to its original name in 
1991 after the Soviet collapse. 

Irkutsk

Youth leader Vladimir Zuev leads a group home Bible study each Thursday 

to promote the spiritual growth of his church’s young people. The youth 

themselves testify to the blessings they are receiving . . . 

I am seeing a lot of blessings in my life from the study 

of Scripture. I love studying the Bible and knowing 

God more closely. (Nastya)

I loved the church, visiting the home Bible study 

group. Now I’m preparing for baptism, and I want 

to live for God. (Katia)

I moved to Irkutsk from another city. I had attended church, but the world 

became too strong for me. But then I was invited to the youth home study, 

and I began to grow closer to God. My life has turned around, to the joy of the 

church. (Maxim). 

The youth go every Saturday to Podkamennaya, where there are 40 children 

and 10 older youth gathering. Vladimir says they are becoming diligent 

disciples. Please pray for these special Christian young people 

across Russia as they grow and learn to make 

disciples, even as they are discipled. 

Across Russia, more churches are seeking opportunities for church youth to participate in 
ministry, and God is blessing. Here are just a few brief reports to encourage your hearts . . . 

Russian 

Youth IN 

Ministry

MoscowRussian UECB national youth director Vlad Treskin reports that young Christian believers 

are finding many different ways of being witnesses for Christ . . . Several cities in Russia—including Moscow—took part in a national 

anti-smoking campaign. Young people went out to the street and gave 

free candy to anyone willing to part with their cigarettes. In addition, 

they carried evangelistic posters that pointed people to God, Who 

alone can help them find true freedom. In Moscow, young Simeon 

was a part of two dozen young Christians who participated, and 

he used every opportunity he could to witness and reach out to the 

lost. In November, we had a Day of Prayer for Eurasian Youth. We received a 

letter from the youth in Tomsk (Siberia) that they had participated, praying for the city and the 

nation. They meet every Friday morning for an hour of prayer, asking God for revival.

Belarus: No “Generation Gap” in Christ



CIS in the News . . . 

How You Can Help
As we approach the 2012-2013 fiscal year, there are still so 
many people across the lands of Russia that have yet to hear 
the life-changing Gospel. Bibles and Christian literature need 
to be printed and distributed to all who are hungry to learn of 
the One who died to save His people from their sins (Matthew 
1:21). Continued support is needed for Bible training to equip 
faithful servants of the Lord to evangelize and disciple.  Will 
you keep standing with us for the sake of the Gospel?

Russian High Court: No Liquidation of 
Churches Without Court Order

Russia’s Constitutional Court quietly issued a 
ruling in December that may have significant, 
positive impact on freedom for churches. 
Russian tax inspectors had ordered closure 
of a small Moscow evangelical church on 
registration grounds, despite the church 
proving registration since 1999. The church 
lost several appeals until the case reached 
the Constitutional Court, which reversed the 
action. Justice Gadis Gadzhiev further stated 
that liquidation could happen “only through 
the courts.” Pastor Alexander Fedichkin and 
the congregation is rejoicing over the end 
of their battle, saying, “We have prayed for 

four years and God helped us!” Source: 
(Rossiskaya Roseta)

Foreign Websites Restricted in Belarus?

A new law is now in effect in Belarus 
that restricts citizens and residents in 
Internet usage. The law reportedly makes 
“transactions from Belarus on the website 

of a foreign Internet company like Amazon 
illegal, and the Internet company may be 
sued for violating national law.” It also 
reportedly requires all companies and 
individuals registered as entrepreneurs 
in Belarus to use only domestic Internet 
domains for providing online services, sales 
or email messages. 
(Source: IDG News)

These stories illustrate how fleeting freedom 
can be across the former Soviet Union, 
and should not to be taken for granted. 
The evangelical churches SGA serves are 
keenly aware of this, and are thankful for our 
ongoing prayers and support for the sake of 
the Gospel. 

True Triumph in Christ

In Russia, bitter cold weather can begin 
much earlier than here in North America, 
depending on where you are. But morning 
snow and 35 degree water wasn’t enough 
to daunt a young Ivanovo-region man from 
declaring his faith in Christ through baptism 
in the Volga River. Igor had already faced 
bigger battles than the elements. 

SGA-sponsored missionary pastor 
Alexander Kartavenko recently shared the 
story of Igor’s triumph in Christ . . . 

We had planned Igor’s baptism for 
October because of his poor physical 
condition. He was born with cerebral 
palsy, which makes it hard for him to 
walk, plus a brain tumor. Igor urgently 
wanted to be baptized because he knew 
death could take him quickly. We saw 
that his conversion was sincere, and we 
planned his baptism. 

When we got up that 
morning in October, it 
was snowing and the 
air temperature was 32 
degrees. The water in the 

Volga was a frigid 35 degrees. It was 
also windy, and many thought we would 
fail. But God gave us zealousness for 
ministry, and we prayed. I entered the 
water and Igor followed me. I could 
hardly speak because of the wind and 
cold water, but we succeeded! 

Since that “baptism by ice,” Igor has been 
joyfully helping the church as he can with 
work in the church and the construction 
of a new House of Prayer in the town of 
Kineshma. His determination is inspiring. 
They had ordered lumber, and when it 
arrived at the site, Alexander couldn’t 
get it out of the truck by himself and Igor 
immediately pitched in . . . 

Igor had to use his inhaler after every 
third plank, but he was determined to 
carry on and help. His diligence is an 
encouragement to me and to the church. 
I think about the times I want to rest and 
relax, but people like Igor try to do all 
that they can despite such poor physical 
health. Dear friends, please pray for 
Igor—for his spiritual nourishment as 
well as for his physical condition.

A Frigid, Yet Joyful Volga River Baptism
But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ (2 Corinthians 2:14). 

Cold water, but 
warm joy in the 

Lord!
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In the churches that SGA/Canada 
serves in the Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS), Youth 
Ministry continues to be very fruitful. 
The reason for that fruitfulness 
is refreshingly simple. It is 
unashamedly and deliberately Bible-
based and driven. 

That strong biblical emphasis was 
reinforced again when more than 
500 young men and women in Youth 
Ministry met recently in Moscow 

for the National Youth Leaders’ 
Conference. The days (Feb. 9-12) were 
filled with intensive programming 
designed to make the most of this 
priceless time together. Many of the 
new youth leaders in Russia do not 
see each other every year, and the 
remote locations and distances from 
which they must travel are hard to 
imagine. Their striving for a solid 
foundation for their ministry, their 
quest for the personal growth in Christ 
and search for the tools to make their 
ministry successful are insatiable. 
The participants were up for the 8 
a.m. morning prayer and devotions, 
followed by services and seminars 
through the day – and even after 

midnight, they continued in fellowship 
with each other. 

The best and most effective UECB 
pastors spoke to them, developing the 
theme, “The Way of Success”, equipping 
them to press on for growth in life and 
ministry. Guests came from Abkhazia 
and Tajikistan, the USA and Ukraine. A 
few participants from Sakhalin Island, 
in Russia’s Far East, flew nine hours to 
attend.

Because of the dire need for youth 
pastors, the UECB Youth Department 
again provided training modules before 
and after the conference. Most module 
courses were written and taught by 
experienced, fruitful Russian pastors 
and church planters, which made the 
courses quite unique and very useful 
for the national students, each of whom 
is already in ministry. 

We thank God for Vlad 
Treskin, Vitaly Zanin, 
Amir Usmonov and 
Simeon Sazykin, who 
lead Youth Ministry 
in Russia. Please join 
them and those in youth ministry as 
they pray for revival in Russia. 

We also thank the Lord and ministry 
partners like you. Those attending 
and their churches could not cover all 
conference costs.

CANADA
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