
Prayer & Praise
Slavic Gospel Association

SHARING THE GOSPEL  EQUIPPING THE CHURCH  HELPING THE FORGOTTEN

December 2017

1Reflection: Let’s begin this new 
month—the last of 2017—with King 

David’s song of trust in our God and 
Father . . . For You have delivered my soul 
from death, indeed my feet from 
stumbling, so that I may walk before God 
in the light of the living (Psalm 56:13)

2 As you pray today, please remember 
the many Immanuel’s Child children’s 

Christmas ministries soon to take place 
across Russia and her neighboring 
countries. Russian Christmas is January 7, 
and there is yet much to do to prepare. 

3 Please continue to pray for SGA’s new 
president, Michael Johnson, as he 

reviews our ministry across the 
Commonwealth of Independent States 
(CIS) and makes future plans. May God 
grant abundant wisdom and clear direction. 

4 Lift SGA senior missionaries Ruth 
Deyneka Erdel, Andrew Semenchuk, 

and Florence Daneliuk in prayer today. 
We are thankful to God for the way He 
continues to use them to plant Gospel 
seeds and encourage many hearts. 

5 In the year 2000, SGA-sponsored 
Orphans Reborn outreach began in 

Russia’s Krasnoyarsk region, and has 
since expanded to other CIS nations. We 
praise the Lord for the thousands of 
children reached with the Gospel 
through this fruitful ministry.

6 Pray today for SGA’s Moscow 
Regional Ministry Center (RMC) 

staff, led by Valery Kazakov. As Immanuel’s 
Child Christmas outreaches draw near, 
our RMCs in Russia and other CIS nations 
will be very busy assisting churches. 

7 Piotr Bolshanin, an SGA-sponsored 
missionary pastor in the Kemerovo 

region, leads very fruitful outreaches to 
youth in addition to missions trips to 
other regions. Please lift this faithful 
brother in prayer today. 

 Russia

Please join us each day this month in praise for the work 
of Christ in the Russian speaking lands.



17 Pray for Pastor Valery Antonyuk, 
president of the Ukrainian UECB. 

Ask for God’s provision of health and 
strength for Valery and his fellow pastors 
as they seek to bring the peace of Christ 
to their troubled nation. 

18 Please keep praying for peace to 
come to the war-torn region of 

eastern Ukraine. Pray also for increased 
resources to help meet the ongoing needs 
of refugee families through SGA’s Crisis 
Evangelism Fund. 

19 Intercede in prayer today for the 
SGA-sponsored Irpen Biblical 

Seminary, its faculty, and students. We 
praise God for the eternal impact of this 
doctrinally sound Bible school located 
near Kiev. 

20 SGA-sponsored missionary 
pastor Viktor Kornienko  

labors in Ukraine’s Zvenygorogka  
region and teaches Christian values  
in local schools. We praise and thank  
the Lord for enabling Viktor to find  
favor with local officials and opening 
Gospel doors. 

21Pray for the ongoing translation 
work being done by SGA’s chief 

Russian-language book editor Sergei 
Omelchenko. Provision of biblically solid 
Christian books and theological works 
remains one of our mission’s top priorities. 

22 Pray for Dima Podrez, son of 
SGA’s Minsk RMC director Piotr 

Podrez. Dima has had some health 
challenges in the past year, but continues 
to serve the Lord with great joy. We are 
thankful to God for the dedication of our 
entire Minsk team. 

23 In Belarus’ Gorodok region, 
Pastor Alexander’s church is 

rejoicing at several new believers who 
have come to faith in the past couple of 
years. May God continue to grant growth 
to this committed congregation as they 
share the Gospel. 

24 The UECB church at Orsha, 
Belarus, will be observing its 100-

year anniversary in 2018. Pray for Pastor 
Leonid Demidcchik as he leads the 
church in advancing the Gospel during 
this centennial year.  

25Christmas Day: For a child will 
be born to us, a son will be given 

to us; and the government will rest on His 
shoulders. And His name will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal 
Father, Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6). Join us 
in praising God for His matchless gift of 
salvation in Christ! Remember to pray 
for Immanuel’s Child over Russian 
Christmas January 7. 

8The Russian research group Levada 
recently published a poll indicating 

that the number of professed atheists had 
fallen from 26 to 13 percent in just three 
years. Pray for increased opportunities to 
advance the Gospel in light of this 
encouraging change.  

9Please lift the Russian Union of 
Evangelical Christians-Baptists 

(UECB) in prayer today. Pray especially 
for the leadership, including the regional 
pastors across Russia’s 89 oblasts (states). 

10We praise the Lord for His gracious 
provision for the SGA-sponsored 

Novosibirsk Biblical-Theological 
Seminary. Pray for seminary president 
Eduard Genrikh, the faculty, and students. 

11Please remember the faithful 
missionary pastors working 

discreetly in Russia’s Caucasus region, 
where great danger exists due to the 
influence of Islam. The Lord is sovereignly 
drawing the lost to Himself there despite 
the opposition, and we are thankful. 

12Azerbaijan is a Caucasus nation 
where evangelical churches have 

received severe opposition. Yet faithful 
believers are quietly reaching villages 
with the Gospel, and reaching out to the 
children with Christ’s love. Lift them in 
prayer today. 

13Unrest broke out again in  
Israel this past year as violence 

broke out on the Temple Mount. Pray  
for our director of Bible training and  
the Russian-speaking congregations  
he serves, asking for God’s protection  
and blessing, as well as for Gospel 
opportunities. 

14 Please pray for Pastor Franz 
Tissen, president of the UECB in 

Kazakhstan. Ask for God’s abundant 
wisdom and provision in these days of 
increasing challenges to Kazakh churches. 

15 Intercede regularly in prayer for 
upcoming Immanuel’s Child 

outreaches across Central Asia, many of 
which must be held discreetly. May the 
Lord bring many children and families to 
saving faith as they hear the true story of 
Christmas and the Gospel. 

16 Ruslan Muratayev is the director 
of SGA’s Kiev RMC. Join us in 

thanking the Lord for Ruslan’s dedicated 
leadership, and for the selfless service of 
our faithful team members. 
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26 Please remember Belarussian 
UECB president Dr. Viktor 

Krutko and his family in prayer today. 
Viktor has been a key partner in the 
Gospel with SGA for many years,  
and we are thankful to God for his 
servant leadership. 

27 Pray for SGA’s international 
offices in Australia, the United 

Kingdom, Canada, and New Zealand. 
May the Lord encourage their hearts and 
provide an abundance of resources for 
their Gospel labors!

28 Lift SGA vice president Eric Mock 
in prayer today. Eric oversees all 

in-country ministry operations in the CIS 
and travels often to assess the needs of the 
churches we serve. 

29 Remember the SGA-sponsored 
Reach Russia Now emphasis in 

prayer, especially for the aviation 
component that is vitally important this 
very remote territory. Ask for God’s 
provision of funds, more airplanes, and 
pilots in His timing. 

30 Pray for all the SGA-sponsored 
Orphans Reborn teams across the 

CIS. Especially pray for even more 
orphanages to open their doors to the 
teams as they share Christ with these 
neediest of children. 

31Reflection: We conclude 
December with the Apostle  

Peter’s admonition . . . The end of all 
things is near; therefore be of sound 
judgment and sober spirit for the  
purpose of prayer (1 Peter 4:7). 
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Partner Prayer Requests

The SGA staff is honored to bring your request to the Lord. 
We thank you for the opportunity to serve you in this way.

Please pray for our health . . . Price, Utah

For protection in my job situation . . . Mission, Texas

Pray that our church will remain faithful . . . Scottsbluff, Nebraska

My husband and I battle diabetes . . . Schenectady, New York
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