
S e r v i n g  C h u r c h e s  –  R e a c h i n g  R u s s i a n  S p e a k e r s

The SGA staff is honored to bring your requests to the Lord. We thank you for 
the opportunity to serve you in this way. 

Join us each day this month in prayer and praise for the work of Christ in the lands of Russia.

Partner Prayer Requests

Scripture theme for January 2017
Our God comes; He does not keep silence; before Him is a devouring fire, around 
Him a mighty tempest. He calls to the heavens above and to the earth, that He 

may judge His people (Psalm 50:3-4). 
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1Reflection: We begin the new 
month and year reflecting on the 

wonderful promise of salvation and the 
seal of the Holy Spirit for all believers 
. . . For the promise is for you and for 
your children and for all who are far off, 
as many as the Lord our God will call to 
Himself (Acts 2:39). 

2SGA president Dr. Bob Provost loves 
to encourage churches in North 

America and across the Commonwealth 
of Independent States (CIS). Pray for 
Bob as he travels and ministers to the 
congregations we serve. 

3Please remember retired SGA 
missionaries Jacob and Lillian 

Bergen in prayer today. We are thankful 
to God for the legacy they have, along 
with still active senior missionaries 
Andrew Semenchuk, Florence Daneliuk, 
and Ruth Deyneka Erdel.

4Alcoholism continues to devastate 
families across Russia and her 

neighboring countries. Pray for 
evangelical churches that have 
Bible-based drug and alcohol rehab 
ministries. Their success rate often 
exceeds their secular counterparts. 

5Pray today for SGA’s Moscow 
Regional Ministry Center (RMC), 

My wife recently passed away . . . pray for me . . . 
Northumberland, Pennsylvania

Beginning a new Bible teaching position . . . 
Bella Vista, Arkansas

Facing heart tests . . . please pray . . . 
Thermopolis, Wyoming

Unspoken family need . . . 
Huntsville, Ontario
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responsibilities. May God bless and 
direct Eugene’s steps each day. 

26Online social media sites such 
as Facebook and Twitter are 

one of many ways Christian ministries 
today communicate what Christ is 
doing through them. May God grant SGA 
wisdom in how we use these resources 
to connect more partners with Gospel 
opportunities in the CIS. 

27Please lift SGA’s board of 
directors in prayer. We are 

thankful for these dedicated men who 
give of their time and resources to 
oversee our mission along with Bob 
Provost, SGA’s president. 

28We praise God for the young 
men and women who have 

come to Christ through SGA’s Orphans 
Reborn ministry, and as adults, have 
chosen to become part of the ministry 
to reach other orphans like themselves 
for Christ. May God bless and encourage 

their hearts today. 

29Many SGA partners contact us 
to share their prayer needs 

with us, and our staff lifts them to God 
in our prayer time each morning. We 
are thankful for these opportunities to 
stand with our faithful partners before 
the Lord in intercession. 

30Pray for Pastor Alexei Smirnov, 
president of the Russian UECB, 

as well as the other Baptist Union 
leaders across the entire CIS. The 
challenges they face are significant, but 
God is faithful and He will build His 
church despite the enemy’s opposition. 

31Reflection: We close January 
with King David’s prayer of 

confidence in our God and Father . . 
. Answer me when I call, O God of my 
righteousness! You have relieved me in 
my distress; be gracious to me and hear 
my prayer (Psalm 4:1).
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especially as restrictions on the 
churches increase. May the Lord grant 
director Valery Kazakov and our team 
wisdom in helping to meet the needs 
of Russian churches. 

6Temperatures in Russia are frigid 
in January, and the need for food, 

warm clothing and other compassion 
ministry is increasing. Pray for doors 
to open for Gospel ministry as poor 
individuals and families have their 
needs met. 

7Today is Russian Christmas 
across the CIS, and churches 

will be engaged in SGA-sponsored 
Immanuel’s Child Christmas 
outreaches for needy children. Please 
ask the Lord to bring many children 
to Himself. 

8Join us in praising and thanking 
God for the SGA-sponsored 

Novosibirsk Biblical-Theological 
Seminary. May He bless the students 
as they study the deep truths of 
Scripture and prepare for Christian 
service. 

9Pray for Leonid Mikhovich, 
president of the SGA-sponsored 

Minsk Theological Seminary in 
Belarus. Ask for God’s ongoing 
wisdom as the leadership assesses 
future curriculum and evaluates 
potential new enrollees. 

10Due to a funding shortfall, the 
SGA-sponsored Zhemchizhinka 

(Little Pearl) children’s camp in 
Belarus is threatened with closure. 
This is a vitally important ministry 

reaching out to young cancer patients. 
Pray for God’s quick provision. 

11We praise God for SGA’s 
Minsk RMC, led by Piotr 

Podrez. Belarus is a strategic nation 
with significant economic and 
social challenges—as well as great 
opportunities to serve Bible-preaching 
churches in the cause of Christ. 

12Join us in praising the Lord for 
the way children’s ministries 

have developed in Belarus and other 
CIS nations. Pray especially for Sunday 
school ministries, which often have 
children from unbelieving families.

13Lift Ruslan Muratayev and 
the staff of SGA’s Kiev RMC 

in prayer today. Our Ukrainian team 
needs our constant intercession amid 
the great conflict that has rent their 
nation for the last three years. 

14Intercede in prayer today for 
students of the SGA-sponsored 

Irpen Biblical Seminary, led by Dr. Igor 
Yaremchuk. Ask for God’s ongoing 
provision for this key Bible school. 

15For the word of the cross 
is foolishness to those who 

are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God (1 
Corinthians 1:18). Many Ukrainian 
war refugees are having their hearts 
opened to the Gospel like never 
before as churches help meet their 
physical needs. May the Lord draw 
many to Himself in saving faith!

16Lift SGA-sponsored 
missionary pastor Yaroslav 

Machinsky in prayer today. We are 
thankful for the powerful, effective 
outreaches of his main Kiev-area 
church, and the other churches he 
has helped plant in Ukraine. 

17Pastor Franz Tissen has 
served for many years as 

president of the Kazakh UECB. May 
the Lord bless this special brother 
and his family, and grant him great 
wisdom in his pastoral leadership of 
Kazakhstan’s evangelical churches. 

18Even two decades after the 
Soviet breakup, many have 

never heard of the Central Asian 
nations by name—Kazakhstan, 
Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
and Turkmenistan. Yet God is 
working through His people there, 
and SGA is blessed to be able to equip 
their churches for ministry. Praise 
His holy name!

19While the Caucasus 
Mountains can be difficult 

for evangelical churches, children’s 
ministries such as Orphans Reborn 
are reaching many boys and girls 
with the Good News of Christ’s love 
for them. Pray for the resources 
needed to help more churches reach 
the orphans in their regions. 

20Pray for SGA’s Bible training 
director in Israel, and for 

the Russian-speaking congregations 
he serves there. It is fascinating to 

learn how much Russian Jewish 
immigrants have been involved 
throughout modern Israel’s history. 

21In the remote mountains 
of Tajikistan are many tiny 

villages where poverty is severe, yet 
hearts are open to hear of God’s love 
and the life-changing Gospel. Please 
lift our missionary pastors there as 
they lift up the name of Jesus. 

22In Acts 4, we learn that 
Barnabas’ name means “Son 

of Encouragement.” Join us in asking 
the Lord to grant us the ability to 
encourage one another in the midst 
of today’s trials, and especially 
churches in the CIS where conditions 
can be so difficult. 

23Please remember Dr. Nick 
Porublev, director of SGA/

Australia, in prayer today. Nick 
had back surgery last year, and we 
are continually interceding for his 
continued health and strength for 
ministry. 

24We are thankful for SGA’s 
chief financial officer Beverly 

Braunsky, and for Cindy Beaumont—
our Human Resources Manager. 
Pray for them, as well as for SGA’s 
administration division, in these 
days of transition and increased 
responsibilities. 

25Pray for SGA-sponsored 
missionary pastor Eugene 

Bakhmutsky, who in addition 
to pastoring Moscow’s growing 
Russian Bible Church, has also added 
seminary-level Bible training to his 

Central Asia, 
Caucasus, and Israel

Belarus

Ukraine
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