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The Power of God’s Love and Compassion

But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his heart 
against him, how does the love of God abide in Him (1 John 3:17).

While humanitarian aid has long 
been a component of SGA’s ministry 
to evangelical churches across the 
Commonwealth of Independent States 
(CIS), the need for it has tended to ebb 
and flow. When the political and military 
conflict began in Ukraine in late 2013, 
the thousands of refugees created by the 
fighting have driven the need again for 
food, clothing, footwear, bed linens, and 
other aid made necessary by thousands of 
families on the run for their lives. 

The Ukrainian conflict is not the only thing 
creating the need for food help. Poverty 
is a daily reality for many in most CIS 
nations, both in Europe and in Central 
Asia. SGA-sponsored missionary pastor 
Alexander S. near Grodno, Belarus, has 
been ministering God’s love and providing 
food parcels to needy families for some 
time. And he tells us, joyfully, that people 
have come to Christ as a result . . . 

A woman named Valentina was 
baptized in the past year. Another 
young man named Vadim came to faith 
and was baptized this year. Last fall, 
we had written about him. He is 31 and 
came from a dysfunctional background 
where his parents were alcoholics. We 
provided him with food parcels, and 
we could see the Lord working in him. 
Another woman named Oksana has 
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Gifts of food and other aid help open the door 
for the local church to advance the Gospel.

See Innercircle Perspective concerning the new Anti-Missionary Law 
that threatens the Russian churches.
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This past April marked the 30-year 
anniversary of a tragedy that changed 
the course of millions of lives in Ukraine, 
Belarus, and Russia—the Chernobyl 
nuclear accident. It’s a story that continues 
today, and due to the anniversary, affords 
an opportunity to share what God is 
doing through His people even in the 
contaminated zone around the plant. 

A Review of the Human Toll of 
Chernobyl

To this day, there is still a 20-mile radius 
around the plant with restricted access 
called the “zone of exclusion.” Some 1,838 
square miles around the plant in northern 
Ukraine and southern Belarus had to 
be largely abandoned because of heavy 
radiation and fallout—a territory about 
the size of Rhode Island. About 600,000 
people were sent in to fight the fire and 
clean up the worst of the contamination. 

They were all exposed to elevated 
radiation. Some 350,000 people were 
evacuated from the explosion area in the 
early days after the explosion; many were 
subsequently resettled by the government. 
About 30 plant employees died in the 
explosion or from acute radiation sickness 
within months. 

Since then, more than $2.2 billion has 
been spent by an internationally funded 
project to build a long-term shelter over 
the reactor that exploded in 1986, and 
eventually work will begin to remove the 
reactor and the radioactive waste. The 
eventual death toll related to Chernobyl is 
still being debated, with the World Health 
Organization saying 9,000 will die to 
Chernobyl-related cancers if the aftermath 
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki is comparable. 
The environmental organization 
Greenpeace believes the toll could be as 
high as 90,000. 

come to faith. We have been working 
with her since 2014! 

Refugees have fled not only from eastern 
Ukraine to the western part of the country 
where there is no violence, but to other 
neighboring countries such as Russia and 
Belarus. Pastor Vasily Dmitrev, who is 
based in Zaporozhye, has been leading 
aid distribution in some of the hardest hit 
regions, and he sends his thanksgiving to 
all SGA partners . . .  

Our evangelism team sends to you 
our heartfelt thanks – owing to your 
financial support we have great 
opportunities to provide material 
and spiritual assistance to those who 
continue to need help, as well as new 
people in need. We give thanks to the 
Lord for the opportunity He has given 
us to fulfill the Great Commission 

of Christ, Who is risen, and Who is 
coming again! May the Lord bless you 
in your work in His harvest field and 
reward you according to His riches!

Perhaps one of the hardest things to 
communicate is the very real, urgent, 
and ongoing need. You are not seeing the 
violence in Ukraine much in the news—
the mainstream media have long since 
diverted their attention to other topics. 
But the churches and missionary pastors 
we serve must deal with it on an ongoing 
basis. The fighting has not stopped, and 
people seeking help are still coming. Our 
resources to help provide food aid, as 
well as Russian-language Bibles and other 
evangelistic materials, have been depleted. 
Will you prayerfully consider how you can 
help today? 

Chernobyl: 30 Years Later

SGA missionary pastors often have new opportunities to start small Bible studies with refugee 
families.

Continue on page 6

Angela Koroleva and her child are thankful for 
the help provided by the church.

Teams from Vasily’s church all take a hand in 
aid distribution



Crisis Evangelism Ministry in Ukraine

In Ukraine’s Mariinka region, the local pastors who are distributing food and other aid report that they have to monitor the security 
situation constantly for safety. Because of fighting, they had to reduce the number of ministry visits and aid distributions, but the 
Lord opened the door for them to periodically make trips into what the authorities call the “grey zone.” Pastor Dmitry relates . . .  

The churches continue ministry to people impacted by this ongoing conflict. It is a joy to see the ministry growing despite the situation, 
and that the Gospel is spreading. Mikhail and his co-workers are leading ministry to the people in Mariinka. The City Aid Center 
continues to help distribute the food parcels for distribution, and we also have food products to hold charitable lunches in the church 
on Saturdays. Late in the winter, we distributed a significant number of food parcels and a supply of fresh bread for at least 100 homes. 
We were also able to assist medical aid coming into the region. 

Thanksgiving from the Ukrainian People

In this issue, we reported on Pastor Vasily’s 
ministry centered in Zaporozhye. He also passed 
on several notes of thanks from those who received 
aid through the church. He says all the families 
give thanks to God, and are thankful to all for the 
provided food, for God’s Word, and for the love of 
Christ that we share with them . . . 

Viktoria is a mother of two. Their current income 
is only a benefit paid for her younger child, which 
is definitely too small for family survival. The food 
parcels are a great help for the family. Viktoria 
reads the Bible and prays; we visit them often, and 
read the Bible to her child. This time of fellowship 
and ministry has had impact on her—we can see 
her trusting more in God, her changes in conduct, 
and her increasing gratitude to God

Nataliya is very thankful to all people who take part 
in this ministry. By God’s mercy, Nataliya received 
Jesus into her heart as her Savior. We pray, read, 
and study the Bible together with our new sister in 
Christ. She has health issues, and all of her pension 
is spent on expensive medicines. We are witnessing 
to Nataliya’s husband, who now also reads the Bible; 
we prayerfully trust he will also turn to God.

Angela also is very thankful to God and to SGA 
partners. She has started to read the Bible, and we 
have agreed to meet regularly. We meet at our place 
and study the Bible. It doesn’t come easy for her, but 
the process goes on and I believe God will do His 
work in Angela’s soul. We can already see changes 
in her mindset, as God is at work in her heart. 

For many years, SGA partners have helped us respond to many serious needs across Russia, Belarus, 
Ukraine, and the former Soviet nations of Central Asia. We have provided all sorts of humanitarian 
aid: food, clothing, footwear, medical supplies, vitamins, linens, and occasionally shelter. When the 
violence in Ukraine broke out more than two years ago, we established the Crisis Evangelism Fund to 
help enable the churches there to respond to the urgent needs of their people. In addition, we have 
been partnering with Children’s Hunger Fund to provide food parcels and evangelistic literature to 
needy families in Ukraine and Belarus—separate and distinct from the Crisis Evangelism Fund. 

Below are a few reports and some photos from the field that we hope will encourage your hearts. You 
are truly helping to make a difference for Christ in many lives! 

Compassion Ministry and Crisis Evangelism



Faithful Church Workers Ministering 
Today in the Zone

SGA has reported before on the ministry 
of Orphans Reborn teams sent by Pastor 
Yaroslav Machinsky’s church in Kiev. 
Today, the teams are working with about 
15 children in the exclusion zone village of 
Vovchik. In addition to the regular visits, 
Bible studies, and worship services for 
the children, the teams often distribute 
fruit, vitamins, occasional clothing, and 
other items. Together with SGA/Canada, 
we helped the teams distribute shoes for 
every child in the Vovchik orphanage and 
even the village itself. 

The SGA-sponsored Orphans Reborn teams 
also visit 40-45 “social orphans” in the 
town of Mlachivka. These are children 
who are in dysfunctional homes where 
their caregivers are alcoholics or have 
other serious problems. And there’s 
something even yet more special about 
the teams. One of the key coordinators is a 
young man named Grigory Karpov. He was 
brought up in an orphanage himself, and 
along with his wife, Dasha, carries on the 
regular ministry at Vovchik and Mlachivka. 
Grigory says that his own background 

as an orphan 
helps him relate 
to them. The 
children all love 
him, and know 
that he cares for 
them with the 
love of Christ. 

With the help of 
SGA partners in 
Canada, the OR teams are also operating 
a transitional facility for orphans who are 
graduating from the orphanage and must 
enter life on the outside. This facility helps 
them adjust, offering help with paperwork, 
supplies, cooking, and other skills, in 
addition to discipling them and maintaining 
contact with the young people. 

SGA partners also assist another vitally 
important outreach that is outside 
the exclusion zone. It’s the Little Pearl 
Diagnostic Camp located near Kobrin, 
a town in western Belarus near the 
Polish border. Children who live in areas 
contaminated with residual Chernobyl 
radiation come to the camp, mostly in 
summer, and receive diagnostic tests, 
limited treatment, dental care, and a rest 
time away from the environment. 

Thank you for the part you play in 
helping the teams share the Gospel in 
the Chernobyl zone! Please remember to 
pray for the teams as they minister, and 
for the children as they hear of Jesus’ love 
for them. 
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Tensions Over Missiles in Eastern Europe

Late in the spring, the United States and 
NATO decided to deploy the Aegis Ashore 
missile defense system in Romania, which 
immediately heightened tensions with Russia. 
During the Cold War years, Romania was 
part of the Soviet-led Warsaw Pact, but after 
the Soviet Union ended in 1991, became a 

member of NATO. NATO general secretary 
Jens Stoltenberg said that the system is 
“exclusively defensive,” while Russian 
president Vladimir Putin rejected the claim. 
He stated, “Now, after the deployment of these 
anti-missile system elements, we’ll be forced 
to think about neutralizing developing threats 
to Russia’s security.” 

The U.S. and NATO have long said moves such 
as these are aimed at Iran, not Russia. Our 
concern is, as always, that tensions between 
the nations are not used as an excuse to 
oppress churches or the sharing of Christ’s 
love through evangelism. Please keep this in 
prayer, asking for reduced political strife and 
open opportunities for the Gospel. 

How You Can Help
Seeing the people, He felt compassion for them . . . (Matthew 9:36). 

Throughout the Word of God, our Lord’s compassion for the 
poor, sick, and needy is abundantly evident. We are thankful to 
Him for the opportunities He affords us to be able to help needy 
individuals and families through Compassion Ministry and other 
humanitarian aid. Your gifts help 
so very much. Through SGA, you 
support Bible training, missionary 
pastors, provision of Russian-
language Bibles and Christian 
literature, and many other resources 
to advance the Gospel. Please pray 
about how you can help today! 

Subscribe to 
SGA’s New 
Electronic 

Publications!

Just go to our 
website

www.sga.org

CIS in the News

Source:http://althistory.wikia.com/http://countries.wikia.com/Previous file:The official 
emblem of NATO at www.nato.int, Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/
index.php?curid=8893088

Fifteen orphans in Vovchik 
are hearing of Christ 

through Orphans Reborn

Grigory teaching the orphans in
the exclusion zone..

Continued from page 3
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The needs are so great! This is the 
heart cry of mankind. Statisticians 
tell us we now have in excess of 
65 million displaced people on the 
globe. Numbers can almost cause 
us to retreat to complacency. As 
believers in Jesus Christ, we are 
called to Compassion.

Our Bibles remind us from Exodus 
33:19 that God said to Moses . . . I 
will have compassion on whom I will 
have compassion. Then again James 
5:11 tells us . . . The Lord is full of 
compassion and mercy. With these 
thoughts in mind, we may not be 
able to care for everyone, but must 
respond to God’s call and help some.

Every day, our church planters and 
their congregations reach out to 
families and individuals assisting 
hurting people. Simply put, they 
can only do so as they have the 
resources.

Recently, we received reports from 
several pastors who have done what 
they can . . . 

The prices are rising and the 
people’s resources remain 
scarce. Therefore your aid, 
which is distributed among 
poor families, is designed for a 
half of a month.You should see 
how happy and thankful the 

people are when we come and 
bring them food parcels. They 
always welcome us warmly. 
Such evangelism grants us 
a chance to touch people’s 
hearts and make them open to 
the Gospel. (Pastor Vladimir 
Savich, Ukraine)

Just like Jesus, we are to reach out 
with compassion. He not only looked 
at them, but touched them. For us, 
it means going to those who are in 
need and sharing what we have with 
those less fortunate.

Thank you for your gifts, be they 
great or small, that enable our 
servants to touch people.

Bill Ball
SGA/Canada

CANADA

Canadian Connection


