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The Power of the Written Word

. . . for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through 
the living and enduring Word of God (1 Peter 1:23).

Since SGA’s founding in 1934, the 
foundation of our mission has been two-
fold: the life-changing Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, and the proclamation of the living, 
enduring Word of God. It is the same 
today. Another foundational priority that 
remains unchanged is the printing and 
distribution of Bibles, and thoroughly 
biblical Christian literature. With the help 
of our faithful partners, millions of Bibles, 
children’s Bibles, theological works, and 
evangelistic materials have been printed 
and distributed through the evangelical 
churches we serve. And untold men, 

women, and children have been added to 
God’s kingdom as a result. 

Demand is so high again that we are 
prayerfully seeking resources to reprint 
Bibles and several other books for 
distribution by the Bible-preaching 
churches we serve. You—our faithful 
partners in ministry—help make it all 
possible. And as the wonderful reports 
we continually receive testify, the Lord 
continues to reveal and declare His power 
through His Word. 

SGA-sponsored missionary pastor Piotr 
serves in Russia’s Belgorod region near 
the border with Ukraine, where many 
refugees from the Ukrainian conflict have 
fled. He wrote to share how God’s Word 
worked in the heart of a young Roma 
(Gypsy) boy whose family had already 
known much heartache . . . 

I lead small Bible study groups and 
visit families where we study the 
Scriptures. Right now, I am visiting 
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The Word of God still changes lives for eternity!
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Dima Podrez
Youth Ministry Leader in Minsk, Belarus

In Belarus, Mother’s Day is celebrated on 
October 14. We had prepared a special 
evangelistic service and planned to invite 
the unsaved mothers and family members 
of the youth in our church. We printed 
about 300 invitations and our youth made 
plans to go out into the streets in Minsk to 
randomly hand them out. 

But there was one problem we faced. The 
law in our country officially bans any 
activity outside of the church building. We 
did not know what to expect and how the 
police would react. We prayed, and then  
went to the square. We saw police there, 
and after I prayed, I went up to the officers 
to ask their permission to congratulate 
women on Mother’s Day, and to give them 
a postcard. The invitation cards were very 
colorful and in the style of a postcard. On 
the back was the written invitation words 
and address of our House of Prayer. 
The officer in charge took the invitation 

and read it through carefully. He then 
asked, “Is there any hidden political agenda 
behind these invitations?” I assured him 
that the purpose was to congratulate on 
this special day. He read the card again 
and saw the address of our church. He 
finally responded, “I know this church 
and you may distribute the cards!” So, we 
distributed the invitation cards in our 
evangelistic outreach and with police 
protection to do it. It was a miracle of God 
to all of us! 

A total of 40 people from unbelieving 
homes came to our outreach. A special 
program was held for their children in a 
separate building so that their parents 
could hear the Gospel message. Our youth 
choir took part in the service. The poetry, 
songs, and the entire program was about 
mothers, their faithfulness, and how 
they give their lives for the sake of their 
children. The vast majority wept, and 
didn’t even try to stop their tears. Our 
pastor shared the Word, and talked about 
how modern society dictates completely 
different principles than the Bible. It is 
impossible to build a truly healthy and 
complete family without God! 

Please pray for the seed sown during 
this event. We believe that God’s Word is 
never proclaimed in vain, and that it will 
bear fruit in His appointed time!

four families and read the Bible 
together with them. There are 
Christians in these families, but each 
one also has unsaved loved ones, and 
they are ready to welcome me. The 
visits are not in vain. After one of 
our studies, a Roma boy of 12 in the 
family asked me at what age could a 
person repent? I told him that as soon 
as he felt the Lord knocking at his 
heart, he could pray and repent—and 
open his heart to the Lord Jesus. 

Several months passed and when 
I visited this family again, I could 
see that the boy wanted to repent. 
A brother along with us for the visit 
issued an invitation, and I could see 
that the Holy Spirit was working in 
the heart of the boy. He looked at 
us, and then at his parents. He was 
indecisive, as if he was afraid of his 
parents. I then asked his father and 
mother if they would allow their son 
to repent, and they agreed! As soon 
as the boy heard that his father and 
mother were not opposed, he prayed 

and asked the Lord Jesus to forgive 
him. We prayed with him, and saw 
how happy his parents were with 
their son’s reconciliation with God. All 
this happened on a Saturday, and the 
next day on Sunday two other young 
Roma men from these same families 
came forward in the church and 
repented. I had been visiting these 
families for a long time and the Lord 
showed me that it was not in vain. I 
thank all of you for your prayers that 
you offer to the throne of grace! 

Please keep praying for Piotr and his 
ministry, and for an even greater spiritual 
harvest. His report is only one example 
of many where Bibles you helped provide 
have helped light the way to salvation 
for a family that needed the Lord so 
desperately. Pray also for the resources 
needed to print more Bibles and Christian 
books. The crisis in Ukraine has created 
an unexpected great demand, and we 
need your help to meet it. Thank you in 
advance!

Mother’s Day in Belarus
God Opens Doors for Youth to Share Christ’s Love

Please pray for the funds needed to replenish SGA’s stocks of Russian-language Bibles, 
evangelistic tracts, and biblically sound Christian books!

God protected the youth evangelistic team
as they witnessed on the streets of Minsk.



Ukraine Crisis Creates Great
Demand for Bibles

SGA-sponsored missionary pastors and their 
churches have distributed Russian-language 
Bibles and Christian evangelistic literature 
to Ukrainian refugees through our Crisis 
Evangelism Fund. Now many more copies of 
the Bible and other Christian literature are 
needed as our stocks are being depleted. 

According to Benjamin Brinza at Irpen Biblical 
Seminary, students from the conflict zones in 
the east have been taking Bibles back with them 
to distribute, and Irpen’s traveling choir has also 
been distributing Bibles as part of their ongoing 
concert ministries. SGA has ordered a reprint 
of 30,000 Bibles to replenish these stocks. 
The churches have also been distributing 
thousands of copies of the compelling 
evangelistic tract, Ultimate Questions, which 
has been translated into Russian. While we 
have ample supplies of this tract at present, 
we may need to reprint at a later date. 

In addition to these reprints, we are 
prayerfully seeking resources to print more 
copies of several of Dr. John MacArthur’s titles—
The Freedom and Power of Forgiveness, Our 
Sufficiency in Christ, and Safe in the Arms of God. 
These books are also going to be used as part of 
the crisis pregnancy ministry being organized 
in Moscow. Also in need of reprinting: The 
Deliberate Church by Mark Dever, and 
Preaching with Power by Alex Montoya. Pray 
with us for the finances needed to reprint 
these urgently needed teaching, evangelistic, 
and discipleship resources. 

I would like to express my wholehearted thanks to you for your support of our 
ministry. We thank God for enabling us to give the book Noah as a gift to our 
children, along with Faith to Grow On Bible (FTGO) by Dr. John MacArthur. These 
resources are a great blessing to the children and adults where we are ministering, 
and they have allowed us to effectively bring biblical truths to the hearts of children, 
and to share the Gospel. My daughter, for example, had difficulty reading the adult 
Bible, but when I gave her the FTGO Bible written for teens, she began to read it 
every morning before school! I praise God for this and I extend my great thanks to 
you for your sacrificial work! 

—Pastor Valery and Lydia

We would like to express our heartfelt thanks to SGA for the Noah children’s books, 
which we received for Sunday school ministry at Easter. This book is interesting, full 
of content, and written in a way that is easily understood by the children. The story is 
not new, but the presentation is totally different. The children gladly read it and are 
sharing it with their friends! May the Lord bless you and your work.

—Sent by a Sunday school teacher near Minsk

Thank You from Belarus!

We would like to express our wholehearted thanks to you for the wonderful 
opportunity to receive new books for the children. These books wonderfully convey 
Bible stories and touch the hearts of the children. They were happy to receive these 
books and say that they really like them. Most of the children who received these 
books would never have been able to purchase them. However, thanks to you, they 
have received them free of charge. May God bless you and reward you for helping to 
make these books available!

—Pastor Yuri (Grodno Region)

The faithful churches, missionary pastors, and children’s workers across the 
Commonwealth of Independent States are so thankful for your help in printing and 
distributing Russian-language Bibles and Christian books. May you be blessed as you 
read of all you have helped accomplish for the glory of Christ!
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Служение, основанное на Евангелии

Д-р Марк Дэвер — старший пастор 
баптистской церкви «На Капитолийском 

холме» в городе Вашингтоне, округ Колумбия, 

и президент служения «9 признаков», 

целью которого является обучение 

церковнослужителей и предоставление им библейской практики. 

Д-р Дэвер является автором многих книг, включая «Девять 

признаков здоровой церкви» и «Евангелие и личный евангелизм».

Пол Александер имеет степень магистра 

служения от Евангельской школы служения 

Троицы. В настоящее время он несёт 

служение пастора-учителя в библейской 

церкви Фокс Валлей, в городе Сейнт Чарльз, 

штат Иллинойс.

Служение, основанное на Евангелии

Марк Дэвер и Пол Александер
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People Have to Eat Radioactive Food

In a recent Reuters report, Greenpeace claims 
that people in regions of Russia, Ukraine, 
and Belarus are eating food contaminated 
with high radiation levels remaining from 
the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear accident. The 
environmental watchdog group blamed 
economic crises in each nation for cutbacks 
or restrictions in local testing for radioactive 
isotopes. The report, entitled Nuclear Scars: 
The Lasting Legacies of Chernobyl and 
Fukushima says, “It is in what they eat and 
what they drink. It is in the wood they use for 

construction and burn to keep warm.” The 
overall contamination around Chernobyl has 
fallen somewhat, but it lingers especially in 
places such as forests, and the people living in 
the affected areas still come into daily contact, 
according to the report. 

The nation of Belarus took the heaviest brunt 
of the Chernobyl fallout. To this day, young 
children in the affected regions are affected 
by health problems. SGA partners have 
generously helped sustain the Little Pearl 
Diagnostic Camp near Kobrin, which helps 
treat and diagnose children each summer, as 
well as allowing them a brief time out of the 
radioactive zones. The camp workers also 
have opportunities to share the Gospel with 
the children. Please continue to pray for the 
ongoing ministry at Kobrin. 

How You Can Help
The writer of Hebrews declares . . . For the Word of God is living 
and active and sharper than any two-edged sword . . . (Hebrews 
4:12). Across Russia and her neighboring countries, hunger for 
the truth of God’s Word is growing again as the people face an 
uncertain future and deep trouble in their lives. In addition to 
provision of Russian-language Bibles and other printed Christian 
resources, you—our faithful partners—help accomplish so 
much more. Children’s ministries, orphan ministries, summer 
camps, and Sunday schools are supported. Needy families receive 
food and other aid, and eager students 
are studying God’s Word to prepare 
for lifetimes of ministry. Your faithful, 
prayerful support means so much! Please 
continue to pray for our ministries, and 
stand with us in giving as the Lord leads 
and provides.

Subscribe to 
SGA’s New 
Electronic 

Publications!

Just go to our 
website

www.sga.org

CIS in the News

A God-Planned Reunion
The Impact of Orphans Reborn in St. Petersburg, Russia

Earlier this year, the 6-year-old grandson 
of Irina Orlova—SGA’s Orphans Reborn 
coordinator in St. Petersburg—was 
injured in an accidental fall. One day she 
went to the hospital to visit her recovering 
grandson (Andriusha). On her arrival, 
Irina’s daughter-in law told her that 
there were six teenage boys along with 
Andriusha in the hospital room. Not only 
was God the focus of their discussion, but 
one of the other boys was also vocally 
witnessing his faith along with young 
Andruisha . . . 

My daughter-in-law said this one boy 
was very interesting. He declared he 
was a believer, saying, “How could 
you not believe, since He created me?” 
He boldly set out to prove to the other 
boys that there is a God. I was now 
curious and wanted to see who this 
boy was, but he was not in the room 
at the moment. But after several 
minutes, he came back to the room 
and I was so happy to see Vlad, about 
whom I had told you a few years ago. 
Vlad had left the special school more 
than a year ago, and is now in ninth 
grade. Vlad is doing well and now 
lives with his mother and sister. We 
talked for a long time. 

The reason Vlad was in the hospital 
is that he had sustained a concussion 
after some other boys had ganged 

up on him at school. He refused to 
fight them, telling them that he was 
a believer and that they could resolve 
their differences without fighting. 
Vlad told me, “I wanted to conquer 
evil with good!” (Romans 12:21) In 
the end, there was no fight, but they 
pushed him down really hard and 
Vlad hit his head. Vlad said that he 
could not have done that on his own, 
but God had helped him. I planned to 
see him again in a few days, and I am 
so thankful to God for this meeting! 
Before she leaves and the boys go to 
bed, my daughter-in-law reads the 
Bible to them. It is so good for Vlad to 
have this support in the hospital! 

What a wonderful testimony of how your 
support for Orphans Reborn continues to 
bear fruit, even years after the children 
leave the orphanages or special schools 
where they are housed. In Vlad’s case, he 
had been at this school and not at home 
because of his troubled behavior. But now, 
Vlad is a child of the living King and is 
not ashamed of the Gospel. Other former 
Orphans Reborn students who have been 
gloriously saved are now serving as part of 
the ministry teams reaching other orphans 
or troubled kids across Russia and her 
neighboring countries. Please continue to 
pray for Irina, Vlad, young Andriusha, and 
the faithful workers of Orphans Reborn.

Children at Little Pearl Diagnostic Camp
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If we could narrow our focus to just 
one item, what would that be for the 
mission? Yes, we do a great number 
of wonderful tasks in partnering 
with our brethren in the CIS, for 
which we are thankful. But, what 
would be the greatest priority? In 
two words I would suggest – THE 
WORD.

It has been, presently is, and always 
will be the mandate to spread the 
Word of God in every way possible. 
We assist pastors to handle the 
Word correctly through biblical 
training, children & youth to hear 
the Word at camps, churches, 
orphanages, and anywhere they 
gather. Adults are reached in their 
homes, social gatherings, prisons, 

rehab centers and through other 
challenges and difficulties.

The Word of God is what changes 
lives. It is our duty to provide God’s 
Word however this is possible. This 
month, we challenge each one of 
our partners to consider a gift for 
Bible and literature distribution. 
We are passionate in presenting the 

Word through our ministry partners 
while the doors remain open. Today, 
the printed and digital Word is so 
accessible yet many have not yet 
heard of the life changing truth. We 
know from Hebrews 4:12 that . . . 
The Word of God is living and active. 
Psalm 119:105 reminds us that, 
Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a 
light to my path.

Each day, we hear from friends in 
various countries who turn people 
to the Living Word – Jesus Christ. It 
thrills our hearts that God continues 
to build His church amidst many 
obstacles. By the time you read this 
article, another year of students will 
have graduated from our many Bible 
schools and seminaries. Pray for 
these committed servants who are 
spreading the Word of God in large 
cities and very rural communities. 
Leaders are being developed in local 
congregations and new believers are 
discovering the depths of God’s love 
through His Word.

As you sit in a Sunday school class, 
small group Bible study, or Sunday 
service, would you offer a prayer to 
God on behalf of those across the 
ocean and consider how you may 
further the proclamation of the 
Gospel? Your reward is in heaven!

Bill Ball
SGA Canada

CANADA

Canadian Connection


