
Christ Is Building His Church in the CIS!
The Joyful, Fruitful Labor of SGA Missionary Pastors

The mission fields into which the Lord 
sends His workers are as varied as His 
creation. And like farmers’ fields, one 
tract of land is abundantly fruitful, while 
others bear a harvest only after long, 
hard labor. The spiritual harvest across 
Russia and her neighboring countries 
is no different, but the promise of God 
stands . . . those who wait for the Lord 
will gain new strength; they will mount 
up with wings like eagles, they will run 
and not get tired, they will walk and not 
become weary (Isaiah 40:31). 

In Russia’s Voronezh region, SGA-
sponsored missionary pastor Gennady 
Strokov and his congregation labored for 
five years to get their House of Prayer 
built. And their success was a great 
testimony of God’s power to the neighbors 
around them . . . 

When we began building, the 
economic crisis hit our region of 
Russia very hard. Our neighbor said, 
“I am so sorry. You only just began 

building your church and the crisis 
began. You will not succeed!” But 
now, we have the church house! It is 
not only a special blessing for us, but 
it testifies to all that God is bigger 
than any crisis and He does what He 
is pleased to do! We had brothers and 
sisters from America who came over 
and helped us in the construction. We 
cherish the help you gave us!

Gennady and teams from his church are 
actively working to plant new churches in 
the southern part of the Voronezh region, 
which is located in what was known as 
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Despite all hardships, Gennady’s church 
was completed with the help of visiting 
U.S. believers—a great testimony to the 

community!
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Editor’s Note: Out of the many tragic 
legacies from the atheistic communist 
years in Russia, abortion is one of the 
deepest and most sorrowful. The United 
Nations has long listed Russia and other 
former Soviet countries as having the 
highest abortion rates in the world. Yet, 
unlike here in North America, pro-life 
ministries such as Crisis Pregnancy 
Centers (CPC) that can help women 
avoid abortion are a rarity. But the Lord 
is at work to change this, and soon in 
Moscow—Russia’s huge capital—we are 
planning to start up the first-ever CPC 
there. 

CPC ministry is something close to the 
heart of Lauren Provost, granddaughter 
of SGA president Bob Provost. She 
has been serving the Lord through 
the Open Arms Pregnancy Clinic in 
Northridge, California, and as a special 
contribution to InSight, offers her 
perspective on what this ministry will 
mean to potentially thousands of needy, 
heartbroken women . . . 

My grandfather’s involvement in Russia 
and my own travels abroad have given 
me a lifelong passion for missions, and it 
is thrilling for me to see my ministry in 
southern California come together with 

my grandfather’s love for the people of 
Russia. While I have been discovering the 
effectiveness of CPC ministry here, my 
grandpa was discovering the vast need 
that exists for such outreach in Russia! 

For those who may be unfamiliar with 
how a CPC works, each day, we welcome 
women facing unintended pregnancy into 
our office, where we offer free pregnancy 
testing, ultrasound, and options education. 

An ordinary day here includes several 
young women entering our clinic visibly 
stressed, nervous, and feeling alone, but 
after a visit with a case manager and a 
nurse, they almost always walk out an 
hour later with a transformed sense of 
peace. We listen to our clients (including 
the babies’ fathers) as they pour out 
their hearts, help them identify obstacles 
that may keep them from parenting 

Russia’s “Red Belt,” or where loyalty to 
communist ideology was very strong. But 
as they visit the town of Rossosh, they 
are training local ministers from four 
other towns in Bible doctrine and other 
subjects—a mini Bible institute! Together, 
they are going to build a church in this 
town. They are also ministering to drug 
addicts, two of whom recently repented 
in the church’s rehab center, along with 
another young woman who recently began 
attending worship services. Pray with us 
for their tireless efforts to sow the seeds 
of the Gospel around Voronezh!

The Gospel to the Caucasus!

The Caucasus Mountains cover southern 
Russia, Georgia, Armenia, and Azerbaijan. 
SGA partners help sponsor missionary 
pastors in each region. In Georgia, one of 
our missionary pastors is boldly reaching 
out to the nation’s Muslims. . . 

Since open evangelism is now 
possible, we are trying to build 
relationships with needy people 
through humanitarian aid. We did 

a distribution with ethnic Chechens 
once before in a mountain region, 
and recently took clothing to a 
key city. In the presence of several 
local mullahs (Islamic leaders), we 
distributed humanitarian aid to the 
needy Muslim population, and shared 
the Gospel with them for more than 
an hour. We explained who we were, 
and how for the sake of the Lord 
Jesus, we were willing to help all poor 
people as much as we can. Many of 
these families live in poor huts. Thank 
you for your prayers and support that 
makes this possible! 

Two different regions and different people 
groups—yet the life-changing Gospel is 
for all. As our Lord Jesus told His disciples 
. . . I have other sheep, which are not of 
this fold; I must bring them also, and they 
will hear My voice; and they will become 
one flock with one shepherd (John 10:16). 
Please always pray for SGA-sponsored 
missionary pastors, their families, and 
their fruitful labors for the sake of the 
Gospel!

Building a Biblical Culture of Life in Moscow
Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you 

(Jeremiah 1:5). 

Humanitarian aid often opens doors for missionary pastors and church workers to share Christ.

Lauren Provost (4th from right) and the Open 
Arms CPC in California joyfully shared their 

ministry experience with the visiting Moscow 
CPC team this past spring.

continue on page 6



Reports from the harvest field . . . 

New people have come to our church. This year, we baptized three 
new members—two ladies and a young man named Alexander. 
Alexander grew up in a family of drug addicts. In his childhood, 
he attended a Sunday school. All along, he always knew that 
something needed to change in his life and he wanted to. He did 
not want to live like his family lived. When he got older, he went 
to study in Kiev and came to faith in Christ. Today, he participates 
in our church’s ministry to dysfunctional families! 

—Pastor Ruslan Buryachok in Ukraine
A Choice Servant of Christ

A Tribute to Evon Hedley

On January 30, 2016, a very special event took place for a very special, 
choice servant of the Lord Jesus Christ. Former SGA board chairman 
Evon Hedley celebrated his 100th birthday in Pasadena, California. As 
part of the occasion, SGA president Dr. Bob Provost and current board 
chairman Warner Tillman presented Evon with an honorific plaque. It 
expressed the deep love and appreciation of the SGA family for Evon’s 
decades of faithful service to the Lord and the cause of the Gospel. 

In presenting the plaque to Evon, Dr. Provost read . . . The Lord Himself 
will reward you for leading ministries that encouraged persecuted 
believers, and advanced the Gospel across the Soviet Union from 1967 to 1993. During your 
selfless service as a board member, including nine years as chairman, the communist regime 
was stopped from achieving its atheistic goals. Key factors in this epic achievement were SGA’s 
extensive short-wave radio broadcasts and vast, discreet Bible distribution ministries.

Two Scripture passages were chosen for the event: Psalm 92:12-15, which reads . . . The 
righteous man will flourish like the palm tree, he will grow like a cedar in Lebanon. Planted in 
the house of the Lord, they will flourish in the courts of our God. They will still yield fruit in old 

age; they shall be full of sap and very green, to declare that the Lord 
is upright; He is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in Him. 
And Daniel 12:3—Those who have insight will shine brightly like the 
brightness of the expanse of heaven, and those who lead the many to 
righteousness, like the stars forever and ever. 

We are thankful to God for Evon Hedley, and his continued faithful 
service to the Lord now into his second century! 

Celebrating the New Birth Amid War and Conflict
Because of the war here in eastern Ukraine, many believers 
had to move out of our region. The attitude toward evangelical 

believers right now is very negative, revealed in threats from 
people as well as a prejudicial attitude from local authorities. 
Instead of law, we have men with guns and anything can 
be expected. Despite this, God protects us and enables our 
ministry. Last fall we baptized four people—three sisters and 
one brother. The young brother, Vladimir, is hard of hearing, 
but the Lord helped him to hear and believe the Gospel, and to 

testify about his faith. 
Our normal baptism place is a local lake, but last year we 
couldn’t use it because of constant shooting. This time we 
decided to go ahead to the lake early in the morning, and 
prayed in advance! At 7 a.m. there were already unbelievers 
gathered and we gave them copies of the Scriptures. They 
did not interfere with our service, but listened carefully and 

attentively. We rejoiced in the Lord’s help. Then later at night by the light of the moon, 

we had another baptism for a sister traveling home from Russia who couldn’t make it 

until then. As she was baptized, a full moon shone over us and then a drone flew over. 

I have never performed baptism before in such a situation, but we did it! It was a great 

encouragement for us—our ministry continues and our church is being built! —Pastor Alexander N, Ukraine Evon with his two 
daughters



@
Terrorism in Turkmenistan

The governments of the former Soviet 
republics of Central Asia have long been 
concerned about radicalized Islam arising 
in their territories, since the region is 
Muslim-dominant in population. Late last 
year, authorities in Turkmenistan cracked 
down and arrested 17 suspected members 
of a jihadist group in the country’s Mary 

region. Two national security employees 
were arrested along with four police officers, 
the imam of a local mosque, and several 
government employees. They were alleged to 
have been plotting attacks on power lines and 
other infrastructure. 

Compared to other Asian nations, 
Turkmenistan has been home to fewer 
extremist organizations, believed by some 
analysts to be due to local Sufi traditions 
rather than radical Islam. However, 
evangelical churches are caught up in the 
severe restrictions on religious groups, and 
openly preaching the Gospel is prohibited. 
Please pray for our brothers and sisters in 
Turkmenistan, asking the Lord to open the 
hearts and minds of authorities to see the 
peace of Christ through His people.

their babies, show them solutions, and 
educate them about support available 
to them in the community. Lovingly and 
unapologetically, we speak truth and share 
biblical principles with them. 

On the most practical level, and through 
the power of words and actions, our clients 
inevitably find out that they are loved 
here. And whenever possible, we share our 
faith—explaining the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
in the hope that God will bring about true 
salvation in our clients. We make a priority 
of reaching the parents first, because when 
you reach the mother and the father, the 
unborn child’s life will also be saved as a 
result. 

Introducing Crisis Pregnancy Center 
Ministry to Russian Churches

Last March, a handful of Russian pastors 
toured our CA facility and were shown 
what an evangelical Crisis Pregnancy 
Center ministry actually looks like. This 
March, we were honored to host three 
Russian visitors—Vitaly, Natalie, and 
Julia—all committed members of the 
start-up team for the first CPC in Moscow. 
After a year of hearing their hearts for this 
ministry through Skype conversations and 
emails, meeting these individuals in person 
was a profound and rewarding experience. 
We instantly related to Vitaly, Natalie, and 
Julia as brothers and sisters in the Lord, 

and I was encouraged by their hunger to 
learn and glean from our experiences. 
They utilized opportunities to observe 
our staff members as we conversed with 
real clients facing pregnancy decisions. 
We discussed many aspects of our 
ministry including client services, medical 
services, ministry to women who have 
had abortions, raising support, church 
partnerships, and more. Everyone on 
our Open Arms team feels humbled and 
thankful to have played a small role in this 
process, and we are confidently eager to 
watch how God uses the Moscow team’s 
investment of time and heart in the coming 
years. 

Our prayer is that through much hard work 
and intercession, the Moscow pregnancy 
clinic will bring transformation to many 
lives in the city of Moscow, and as a result, 
many unborn babies—and their parents— 
will be saved!

How You Can Help
Time flies by so quickly! This month, we end yet another fiscal 
year at SGA. It is a wonderful time to count our many blessings, 
to rejoice at what God has done across Russia, her neighboring 
countries and Israel, and express our continual thanksgiving for 
your prayers and generous support. 
None of the Bible training, church 
planting, youth outreaches, children’s 
ministries, Russian-language Bibles 
and Christian literature, Compassion 
Ministry, and all our other Gospel 
outreaches would be possible without 
you. We can never thank you enough. 

Subscribe to 
SGA’s New 
Electronic 

Publications!

Just go to our 
website

www.sga.org

CIS in the News
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“I will give thanks to You, for [a]I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Wonderful are 
Your works,And my soul knows it very well.” (Psalm 139:14).

Through ultrasound technology, many are 
seeing the glorious wonder of human life in the 

womb, and deciding to keep their babies.

continued from page 3
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When you travel in most places 
of the CIS, one thing that strikes 
you is the age and condition of 

many vehicles. As a guy who 
takes an interest in older models, 
I am always fascinated to have 
our partners share about their 
transportation. Many have a simple, 
but effective low cost car or van that 
never seems to quit. One qualifier 
for this is some type of regular 
maintenance.

As we consider the ministry of SGA/
Canada, the same thought would 
apply to how we do ministry and life 
in a practical and spiritual realm. 
In order for us to grow spiritually, 
we know there is daily work on our 
souls which must be maintained 
through regular communication 
in a devotional life with our God. 
Back in Deuteronomy 17:19 the 
people of God were reminded to, 
. . . read it all the days of his life so 
that he may learn to revere the Lord 
his God and follow carefully all the 
words of this law and these decrees. 
In the practical realm, we must 
maintain vigilance in caring for the 

priorities of a disciplined lifestyle 
with accountability, evaluation and 
implementation in every sphere.

Just as we would care for a vehicle 
to ensure its optimum performance 
and reliability, despite the age, 
so too we maintain ministry such 
as SGA. People, equipment, and 
all functional aspects must be 
considered. Every part of this 
necessity does have a price tag 
attached. This is why we value 
and appreciate faithful givers and 
prayers for the General Fund. While 
it is great to undertake specific 
projects, or as in the case of a 
vehicle, do a special road trip, all has 
a price to pay.

Can we count on you to share in 
the General Fund needs that we 
may function at a high efficiency? 
Perhaps you would consider a gift 
to “where needed most” for those 
unforeseen maintenance issues that 
we didn’t expect. No one wants or 
plans for a breakdown and we do 
not want such in ministry. Assist us 
in doing ‘regular maintenance’ and 
being prepared. God will bless you, 
and SGA thanks you in advance that 
our mission will continue to explore 
many more avenues of service 
and see believers come along for 
the “ride” as we labor together for 
Kingdom purposes.

CANADA

Canadian Connection
by Bill Ball


