
Summer Fruit Waiting to be Gathered
We must work the works of Him who sent Me as long as it is day . . . (John 9:4). 

Each summer across Russia, Ukraine, 
Belarus, the Caucasus, and Central Asia, 
thousands of children are gathered 
together by evangelical churches for 
camp ministry. This vital outreach—made 
possible by your prayers and generous 
support—is one of the most important 
times of the year for reaching boys and 
girls with the Gospel. And in just a few 
short weeks, it will be time again to begin 
gathering what we pray will be a bountiful 
harvest of young souls. 

In some countries, the churches minister 
with great opposition. SGA-sponsored 
missionary pastor Alexander P. in Belarus 
was granted wonderful opportunities with 
local children, but not without challenges. 
He is thankful to the Lord for what you 
helped him accomplish last season . . . 

For years, we had to work against 
false stories about evangelical 
churches. People from unbelieving 
families were made fearful of the 
church. But now, they do not treat 
our church with distrust anymore. 

The Bible school is evidence before 
their eyes. They can observe their 
children in our camp and our good 
relationships with them. Now the 
parents bring their children to 
the Bible school and sometimes 
themselves attend Bible lessons or 
craft activities. They’re hearing 
the Gospel as well! We have built 
relationships with the children’s 
parents and can continue to get in 
touch with them as well as share the 
Gospel. 

And there’s more. Children who 
used to attend our Sunday school 
have grown up and have their own 
children, so that they now allow their 
children to attend Sunday school. One 
grandmother shared a story with us 
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Of all the former Soviet countries, Ukraine 
has been by far the freest for evangelical 
churches to worship and proclaim the 
Gospel. This is one key reason the three-
year-old political violence in eastern 
Ukraine has been of such concern. 
Changes in government have profound 
implications for many lives. 

Your gifts and prayers help make the 
ministry of SGA-sponsored missionary 
pastor Oleg Karnaukh possible. Oleg 
shares a wonderful report from last Easter 
showing how open the country is to hear 
the Gospel—even in a public school! 

Easter is a time where our children 
celebrate and participate in services. 
The children learn to serve others in 

their own churches as well as other 
congregations. One service was held 
in a public school and the teachers 
were so open to this that they even 
cancelled lessons in order to let the 
children participate. We are hopeful 
that this spirit of enthusiasm will 

carry over into summer, and that our 
upcoming camps will reach many 
children for Christ! 

Oleg has a busy ministry. He is now a 
regional pastor overseeing a number of 
churches. Summer camp ministry has 
been a tremendous outreach for Oleg’s 
church in recent years. Yet he is humble 
before the Lord in what has been done, 
giving Him the glory . . . 

One statement that resounds is that 
successful leadership is the leadership 
of hearts that bow down before the 
altar and obey the Lord. Ministers of 
the Gospel are not called to look for a 
crown in their ministry, but rather to 
follow in the steps of Christ! 

A key part of Oleg’s duties as regional 
pastor is church visitation as he 
encourages other congregations and 
pastors. In his region of Khmelnitsky, 
there are currently 137 evangelical Baptist 
churches with 4,400 believers! Oleg asks 
for your ongoing prayers, especially that 
more youth will be trained for ministry 
as they are the future of the church. Pray 
also for the camp ministry, the continued 
growth of his church plant in the village 
of Poninka, and that God will open many 
doors to reach the lost. 

about her granddaughter, Uliana. 
Uliana brought home a postcard 
that she had made in our summer 
Bible school. A verse from the book 
of Isaiah was written in it. She kept 
that postcard in her windowsill, and 
in a few days she learned the verse by 
heart. Uliana asked her grandmother 
not to take away the postcard from 
the windowsill. We rejoice and praise 
God for the children who keep the 
seeds of the Gospel in their hearts! 
Two brothers have already moved 
from Sunday school into youth and 
they share the Word of God in our 
church. Praise the Lord, it is the fruit 
of our mutual ministry! 

Alexander also sends his deep 
thanksgiving for the children’s Bibles 
and Christian books you help provide. 

The boys and girls receive them with joy 
and gratitude. Please pray for him, and 
for the many other churches that will 
hold camp this summer. Pray especially 
for the churches in Central Asia, where 
ministry must be discreet and can come 
with considerable risk to the believers and 
their families. 

The Fruit of Freedom in Ukraine

Please remember to intercede in prayer for this year’s summer camp ministries across the 
CIS. Pray also for the churches and faithful children’s workers as they share the Gospel and 

model the love of Christ each day. 

Colorful, engaging Christian 
books are eagerly read by 

children.

Worship services are a regular spiritual 
training ground for the church of tomorrow. 



You can Help Sponsor a Missionary Pastor in 
the CIS!

There are thousands of cities, towns and villages 
across Russia and her neighboring countries 
that remain without a Bible-preaching church or 
consistent Gospel witness. For SGA-sponsored 
missionary pastors, summer camp is just one 
of many ministries they lead throughout the 

year. Many of them are ministering in three to 
five locations simultaneously. They minister 
to prison inmates, drug addicts, and orphan 
children. But more workers need to be sent to 
gather the waiting harvest. 

Through SGA, you can help sponsor individual 
Russian church-planting missionaries, and 
help send them out to targeted regions. Sunday 
school classes and adult Bible fellowships 
have also discovered the tremendous blessing 
of sponsoring a national church-planting 
missionary. If you are not able to sponsor a 
missionary pastor fully, partial sponsorships are 
also available. For more information, call SGA at 
1-800-242-5350. Our office switchboard is open 
Monday-Thursday, 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Central 
Time. Also visit http://www.sga.org/ministries/
church-planting

Pray for Even Greater Fruit!
As we prepare for the 2016 summer camp season, we praise and thank the Lord for 
the wonderful harvest last year. More than 13,600 children in 11 countries attended 
SGA-sponsored camp ministry last summer. Of that number, 8,257 children were from 
non-believing homes, and 907 were refugee children from the Ukraine conflict. A total 
of 1,914 children trusted in Christ, with 1,493 now in Sunday school. More than that, 
a total of 419 adults have begun attending worship services as a result of the camp 
ministry!

Camp season in the CIS runs from June through August. Please pray with us for an 
even more abundant harvest this summer as the Gospel is proclaimed. 



@
Succession Plans in Central Asia?

One subject that has been the frequent 
source of media and political analysts is 
the eventual succession of power in key 
Central Asian states such as Kazakhstan 
and Uzbekistan. As the respective 
presidents—Nursultan Nazarbaev 
in Kazakhstan and Islam Karimov in 

Uzbekistan—are in their late 70s, it is 
speculated that succession plans are 
being implemented. Both presidents 
have appointed their daughters to high 
government posts, but succession is by no 
means certain. 

Our concern, as always, is the potential 
impact on our brothers and sisters in 
Central Asia. Uzbekistan has always 
been a difficult place for ministry, and 
in Kazakhstan, oppression of evangelical 
churches has steadily risen after a brief 
period of relative freedom after the 
Soviet collapse. Pray with us that God will 
open the door for the church to freely 
worship and proclaim the Gospel, no 
matter who heads the governments. 

Pastor Ruslan (Eastern Ukraine)

Since the Ukraine crisis began, we have 
received a steady stream of reports 
sharing how the gifts of SGA partners 
are helping local churches render aid to 
refugee and needy families, and share the 
life-changing Gospel. Not long ago, Pastor 
Ruslan sent us a short thank-you letter 
from an 80 year old woman named Zoya. 
Your help for her came just in time . . . 

Our tears often show our feelings of 
grief, whether moral, material, or 
physical. My tears were brought by 
gratitude to our heavenly Father. I 
am 80, single, and one day I was told 
that I had to undergo abdominal 
surgery. After I left the hospital, 
sisters from the church took care of 
me; and now I am trying to live a 
normal life.

In this very difficult time, I received 
very unexpected assistance intended 
for those who are in serious need. I 
was overwhelmed by realizing that 
there are people whose hearts are 
not indifferent to other people’s 
needs, and it made me cry. I am very 
thankful for your support and for 
good works that you do! May the Lord 
provide for you in every way and bless 
you richly!

Pastor Ruslan says that Zoya is very 
open to the Gospel and they continue 

to minister Christ’s love to her. And 
there’s more. Ruslan and his church have 
been reaching out to four families in his 
region. One refugee family comes from 
an Azerbaijani background, and there are 
three young children. The wife is disabled. 
Ruslan reports that the help from the 
church is having an impact on them all . . . 

This family is in great 
need. The wife, Marina, 
and her children 
regularly come to church 
now, and Alik, the father, 
came for our harvest 
service and celebration. 
I did not just provide 

money or food parcels, but also gave 
Alik employment in the church. In this 
culturally sensitive way, Alik’s dignity 
as a man was preserved—he was able 
to work to support his family. We 
have developed a friendly relationship 
and our church has become a special 
place for him. 

It is not always possible to share 
photographs from the aid distributions 
due to sensitivity and security, but all the 
families are deeply thankful to know that 
there are others who care deeply for them. 
And the churches we serve are thankful 
for all the Gospel opportunities the aid 
distributions provide. Please keep praying 
for this ministry, that it will continue to 
reap an abundant spiritual harvest. 

How You Can Help
In just two short months—Lord willing—evangelical churches 
across the CIS will be launching yet another summer camp 
season. Thousands of children will be gathered together for a 
time of rest, fun activities, loving fellowship, and most of all, an 
opportunity to hear about God’s great love for them. Please pray 
in advance, as many of these precious young ones will be hearing 
the Gospel for the very first time. We are thankful for your 
faithful prayers and generous support for all 
SGA-sponsored ministries—Bible training, 
missionary pastors, provision of Russian-
language Bibles and Christian literature, 
humanitarian aid, and much more. You are a 
constant blessing and encouragement!
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Numerous Christian agencies 
all across North America will 
confirm the fact that many 
children and teens have made 
a decision for Christ during an 
extended period of time at a 
Christian camp. Both my wife and 
I made that life-changing decision 
to accept Christ as our personal 
Savior in this setting.

While we think of this 
opportunity as an option for 
our children among many other 
things to do during the summer 

months, this is a rare moment 
for so many in the CIS. Every 
pastor we speak to declares 
the incredible value of bringing 
young people to a country setting 
and sharing the truth of the Bible 
with them. Usually the setting is 
much more basic than what we 
are probably thinking of, but still 
as effective. Some are on a river 
bank with tents while others may 
be a rental arrangement or still 
others are in an open field.

The cost will be much less as 
well, so our dollar is stretched 
to reach many more. Would you 
join us in supporting this vital 
connection point for almost 
every one of our church planters 
who see tremendous value in 
this outreach? These camps are 
usually staffed by volunteers who 
sacrifice tirelessly in responding 
to searching young hearts.

My wife and I had the privilege 
to stand in a field last year and 
pray with a group of dedicated 
workers ready to see a new camp 

established in a very remote 
area. The day we traveled there 
was the same day the leader’s 
daughter was graduating from 
school, but still she was willing 
to drive us to see the camp 
location and make it back for 
the graduation. You can view the 
picture on this page and allow it 
to assist your prayers and giving 
when considering camp ministry 
which is only a brief time away.
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Canadian Connection
by Bill Ball


