
“Lord, if You ask me to lay my son
on the altar, I will.”

By Bret Laird
Executive Assistant to 
Dr. Bob Provost

Kneeling on the side of a 
dusty road in an Islamic 
country in Central Asia, 

Ruslan, one of the first SGA-sponsored, 
cross-cultural missionaries sent out by the 
Ukrainian Evangelical-Baptist-Churches, 
faced his moment of truth. Muslim kids 
were mercilessly bullying his eldest son 
in his class, and giving up and going home 
seemed almost the right thing to do. But 
then, he remembered how the Lord asked 
Abraham to offer his beloved son Isaac 
as a sacrifice, how Abraham obeyed, and 
how the Lord saved Isaac through the 
blood of the lamb. With tears falling on the 
burning sand upon which he kneeled, he 
committed to stay faithful to his five-year 
ministry commitment. 

And the Lord answered his prayer. The 
bullying stopped, and the Lord greatly 
used him to proclaim Christ to thousands 

of unreached Muslims who had never 
heard the Gospel. Ruslan completed his 
five-year term, and accomplished his 
goal of establishing an ongoing missions 
partnership between the churches of 
Ukraine and this Central Asian country. 
Then, he and his family of six returned 
to Ukraine to embark on the next phase 
of the ministry vision the Lord had laid 
on his heart while a student in the SGA-
sponsored foreign missions program at 
Odessa Theological Seminary—to plant 
evangelistic churches in a vast unchurched 
region of Odessa. 
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Ruslan has spent years sharing Christ’s love 
across Central Asia where the need is great.
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After a few years of relative freedom when 
the communist Soviet Union first broke 
apart, the secular governments of Central 
Asia have been steadily increasing their 
pressure on the evangelical churches. 
Islam is dominant throughout this region, 
and today most ministry has to be carried 
out very discreetly. Yet the Lord cannot 
be deterred from building His church, 
and God is working through His people in 
these lands to bring lost men, women, and 
children to Himself. 

Pastor G labors in a Central Asian republic 
where the government watches the 
activities of the churches very closely. But 
their ministry is full and fruitful for the 
glory of Christ. He has been encouraging 
the ministry of Salai, a fellow pastor who 
faces close scrutiny, and who carries the 
added burden for the salvation of his 
grown children . . . 

We made a trip to the town where 
Salai’s small church is located. 
Salai and his wife Natasha are 
both deaf, and there are many in 
their church who are either deaf or 
hearing-challenged. Yet they still 
joyfully lead in ministry. Their three 
grown children are not saved, but 

God is working in their lives and He 
demonstrated this during my visit. 

The family with whom we were going 
to stay was unable to host us, so 
Salai’s unbelieving son Kostya opened 
his home to us. Next, we received a 
call from the family in the church 
where we were going to gather for 
fellowship at 9 the next morning, 
saying that they were unable to 
receive us as well. We were very 
puzzled! When morning came, we 
thought about holding our service in 
the park, but because we had such 
a large group of people, we decided 
against it. Then Kostya invited us to 
use his home, and we did. 

After Salai traveled around to gather 

War . . . and New Ministry 
Opportunities

It was the summer of 2014, and war had 
broken out in eastern Ukraine, with some 
of the heaviest fighting occurring in his 
hometown. Within months after settling 
in a 600 square foot apartment in Odessa, 

Ruslan and his family took in two refugee 
families. In the providence of God, these 
refugee families—combined with another 
family being sheltered in our home (my 
wife Katey and I were still serving in 
Ukraine at the time)—formed the core 
of a church-planting team that launched 
“All Nations Bible Church, ECB.” Services 
began in an unheated hall of a government 
college, with interior temperatures well 
below freezing during the winter. But with 
SGA’s support, two months ago the church 
rented and renovated a strategically 
located facility, and launched intensive 
evangelistic outreaches. Today, just one 
year into the church-plant, the church is 
averaging 25-35 in attendance, and has 
unbelieving passers-by visiting almost 

weekly. Ruslan also coordinates some 
of SGA’s Crisis Evangelism ministries 
in the war zone, and recently reported 
that 10 people have been saved, 
baptized, and added to the church as a 
direct result of these ministries. 

In missions literature, there is much talk 
of various strategies and methods for 
forming a church-planting core group. But 
only God could use the bullets and bombs 
of evil men to move the right people, with 
the right spiritual gifts, to the right place 
at the right time, to accomplish a ministry 
vision that the Lord placed in the heart 
of a seminary student more than five 
years earlier. And only the Lord could 
give a father the faith to follow Abraham’s 
example, and entrust his family and future 
to the kind providence of God on a hot 
Central Asian afternoon. 

Please help SGA stand with faithful 
national missionaries, church-planters, 
and pastors. Your regular prayer and 
financial support is vital to launching 
and sustaining front-line Gospel 
ministries like these.

Advancing the Gospel Amid Many 
Islamic Adversaries

Ruslan and his wife took in 2 refugee families 
in their small, 600 square foot apartment, with 

their children sharing the floor to sleep.

All Nations Bible Church—reaching the heart of 
the port city of Odessa, Ukraine.

 . . . for a wide door for effective service has opened to me, and there are many 
adversaries (1 Corinthians 16:9).

continue on page 6

Believers in Central Asia must often meet 
discreetly, and they walk very humbly before 

the Lord.



We are blessed to keep serving the Lord in the 

Volnyansk region, and in two nearby villages where 

we have begun working among 

children. So far the work is 

small, but we are praying for 

this ministry. Many unbelievers 

were present last Easter 

and six people repented. We 

continue our hospital ministry, 

although many cannot afford 

treatment so we visit them at home. Thanks to your 

support, we are able to purchase food for needy 

people and deliver it to them. Sergei and Oksana, 

our friends in one of the villages, gather children 

and bring them to church, and on Saturdays we 

hold Bible study for children and adults. Please pray 

for the work in these villages. Your support is an 

incredible blessing for us! 
—Pastor Viktor, Ukraine

Working among the 

childfen in a nearby 

village.

Sometimes it seems that we have already told 

everyone in our village about Christ and visited every 

home. But we still see how the Holy Spirit is moving 

and nudging us to continue going out and witnessing 

for Christ. He gives us strength when we feel we have 

no more strength. Almost every Sunday service must 

be evangelistic because there are always new people 

coming. Many are struggling with alcoholism and 

other sins, and they pray that God will free them. 

We visit schoolteachers and they are very open to 

us. Recently a teacher with whom we had shared the 

Gospel died, but God had sent us to her in time, for 

she had repented before her death! Praise God! Five 

of our youth have also been baptized, and our youth 

are also involved in evangelism. In a village we visit, 

a young man named Peter repented. His parents had 

been praying for him for years. His mother went to 

be with the Lord, and 40 days later, Peter trusted in 

Christ and asked to be baptized. We are so happy and 

try to encourage him. Please keep praying for us, and 

for our health. May God bless you!
—Pastor V, Central Asia

Please pray for SGA-sponsored missionary pastors who serve across Russia, Ukraine, Belarus,  
Central Asia, and the Caucasus region. Many faithful men and their families are eager to go out 
into the Lord’s harvest field, but they need willing sponsors to help them go. 

Missionary pastors and church planters are selected by their local congregational leaders to be 
sent out and are partnered through SGA with sponsoring individuals or churches here in North 
America. In addition, many Sunday school classes and adult Bible fellowships have discovered 
the tremendous blessing of sponsoring a missionary family in Russia. Both partial sponsorships 
and full sponsorships are available. To learn more, please call SGA at 1-800-242-5350. Our 
office switchboard is open Monday-Thursday, 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Central Time. You may also 
email us at info@sga.org. 

We are working with orphan youth in Nizhny-
Novgorod two to three times a week. I take them to 

hockey and basketball games, and 
play hockey with 4-6 boys each week. 
Each month we invite the kids to our 
home to have a meal together and 
study the Bible. Vadim also helps the 
young boys learn how to fix bicycles 
and to use tools. At Easter, we 

presented 110 gifts of fruit and candy, after our church 

youth presented an Easter evangelistic program. On 

graduation day for older orphans, we presented them 

with practical gifts to help them get started in their 

lives outside the orphanage. We 
see the results—in the past year 
two orphans, Nastya and Zhenya, 
repented and were baptized. Please 
pray for them, and for their spiritual growth. An orphan graduate named Stas has also repented, and he is in a 

transitional home. Please pray for him 
too! 

—Pastor Vadim Kruglikov, Russia

Vadim and some of the boys at a basketball game.

Zhenya (left), Vadim (center), and Nastya (right).
Vadim and Stas

Reports from the Harvest Field

Missionary pastors in action!
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A recent report by Forum 18 said that 
religious groups or communities in Russia 
holding public meetings without state 
permission may find their members facing 
five-figure ruble fines. This development, 
however, is being challenged in the court 
system. One case involves a Sochi evangelical 
pastor who was fined for holding prayers 
and Bible study in a rented café. In addition, 
a Baptist preacher in Smolensk plans to 
appeal a conviction for handing out religious 
literature in a public park. Another Baptist 

in Orel was fined for organizing an outdoor 
hymn sing in a children’s playground. 

In the Sochi case, the prosecution used a 
provision in the Criminal Code requiring 
notification of authorities in advance of 
religious meetings. Alexander Verkhovsky of 
the human rights organization SOVA Center 
said he thinks authorities may in the end use 
this Code provision to target political activists 
instead of religious groups. The report notes 
that Russia’s Constitutional Court struck down 
this provision of the Criminal Code, but the 
legal wrangling is not over. This situation is 
a matter for much prayer, as the potential 
impact on evangelical churches is significant. 
Please join SGA in lifting this matter before 
the Lord. 

How You Can Help
As 2016 begins, it is exciting to anticipate how our Heavenly Father 
will grant us many new opportunities to advance the Kingdom of 
Christ.  Bible-preaching churches across Russia, Belarus, Ukraine, 
Central Asia, the Caucasus Region, and in Israel are pressing on and 
praying for our help. While we look at world events and anticipate 
the soon return of our Lord Jesus, we can joyfully carry out His 
command to . . . Occupy till I come (Luke 19:13 KJV). 

Your prayers and support help accomplish so much—providing 
Russian-language Bibles and Christian literature, Bible training, 
compassion ministry, sponsorship of 
summer camps and other children’s 
ministries, and support of hardworking 
missionary pastors dedicated to proclaiming 
the Gospel. Please prayerfully consider how 
you can help our brothers and sisters fulfill 
what God has called them to do. 

Subscribe to 
SGA’s New 
Electronic 

Publications!

Just go to our 
website

www.sga.org

CIS in the Newsall of our deaf brothers and sisters, 
we began our service at 11 a.m. 
It was then we found out that the 
home where we were going to be had 
been visited by the authorities! The 
authorities ended up visiting several 
places trying to find us. Praise God 
that they never made it to Kostya’s 
home, and God in His mercy moved 
Kostya’s heart to receive such a large 
group of people even though he knew 
that the authorities were looking 
for us. Kostya and his 12-year-old 
son Akhmed also helped us with sign 
language. The next day, Akhmed 
asked us for a copy of the Bible in 
our language. The Lord is indeed 
almighty and merciful! 

Pastor G says that they were overwhelmed 
with joy, tears, and thanksgiving to the 
Lord. He felt as if they had won a war. It is 
often hard for Westerners to comprehend 

what it would be like to hold a worship 
service with the possibility of a raid at any 
moment! We need to pray for Pastor G, 
Salai, and our brothers and sisters across 
Central Asia who minister under such 
pressure. Pastor G and Salai also asked 
that we pray for Kostya, Akhmed, and 
their other loved ones who have not yet 
surrendered to Christ. The Lord is at work 
in their lives.

Despite the pressures of living amid opposition, 
Central Asian believers reflect the love and joy 

of the Lord.

The “Stan” Countries of Central Asia: Please pray for the protection of the churches, and for the 
advancement of the Gospel.
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Then I turned my face to the Lord 
God, seeking Him by prayer and 
pleas for mercy with fasting and 
sackcloth and ashes (Daniel 9:3).

Among other things, Daniel was 
a man of prayer. He not only 
affirmed and talked about prayer, 
he prayed. Like our founder Peter 
Deyneka Sr., SGA is committed to 
evangelism, the Word of God, and 
prayer.

The pastors and churches that we 
serve are also committed to the 
ministry of the Word and prayer. 
A pastor from Belarus recently 
rejoiced in answers to prayer . . . 

A man who was interested in God 
unexpectedly stopped coming to 
the church. Our church decided 
to pray and fast for Oleg. One 
week later, he came to the church 
and asked to talk. He confessed that 
he had stopped attending church 
because of sin. Oleg repented and 

asked us to baptize him. His eyes 
were wet from tears when he spoke 
with me. I embraced him and could 
hardly stop my own tears of joy. 
The church affirmed him, and he 
was baptized one week later. The 
director of SGA’s Minsk Regional 
Ministry Center, Piotr Podrez, his son 
and brothers from three churches 
were at the baptism. Sunday school 
began recently. We are preparing 
for the winter. We are praying for 
the firewood and briquettes that 
we need for heating our House of 
Prayer. We also prayed for a person 
who would serve in the church as a 
stoker – someone who would live in 
the church and keep the fire going. 
When Oleg repented, he offered to 
serve the church in this way. He did 
not know about our prayer request. 
Oleg is God’s answer to our 
prayers. God has blessed us with 
a lot of miracles. We are thankful 
to the Lord for your prayers and 
material support. As we purchase 
firewood, please pray with us for a 
gas-powered chain saw to cut up 
the wood. (Tsegalko – Oct. 22/15)

Thank you for your 
faithful prayer and 
financial support!

CANADA

Canadian Connection
by Allan Vincent

Al’s Itinerary:
10 – Little Britain Fellowship Baptist 
Church
20-23 – Ministry in North Okanagan BC

24 – Faith Baptist Church – Vernon BC
24-25 – Millar College of the Bible – 
Sunnybrae BC


