
Living Examples of Christ’s Compassion
So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience (Colossians 3:12). 

The ministry of compassion has always 
been an important part of SGA’s support 
for evangelical churches across Russia 
and her neighboring countries. Sometimes 
the need is for food aid, or perhaps for  
warm clothing and shelter. Whatever the 
need and whatever the time, having the 
resources to help the desperate and needy 
in the name of Jesus can open wonderful 
opportunities for the Gospel. 

The seemingly endless conflict in Ukraine 
is heartbreaking, yet through SGA’s Crisis 
Evangelism Fund, evangelical churches are 
reaching out to needy, broken families and 
individuals in the love of Christ. Yevgeny 
Taran is an SGA-sponsored missionary 
pastor in Ukraine’s Kherson region. He 
reports that refugees from the conflict 
zones have poured in to the region, and 
are in need of material as well as spiritual 
help . . . 

The people of our church stepped 

forward to help organize distribution 
of food and clothing for refugees 
as well as sharing God’s Word with 
soldiers. There were 100 refugees and 
300 soldiers. The refugees received 
food and clothing, and the children 
from our Sunday school made gifts, 
drew pictures, and wrote letters to be 
a blessing. 

Yevgeny worked with local authorities, 
social services, and even national 
administrators to distribute aid. He 
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The need for clothing and other aid in eastern 
Ukraine has been immense, and the people are 

thankful to the churches for responding.
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This is a story of a life . . . a life that would 
be insignificant to the world. It’s about 
a woman who lived her life in despair, 
wanting to end it all, feeling that death 
would be better than what she was facing. 
She hadn’t heard that her life had been 
redeemed!

Madina was born in Central Asia in 1981. 
Civil war came to her country while 
Madina was very young, and the war 
destroyed her family as she knew it. Her 
mother was killed and her father left the 
family to live elsewhere. She and her three 
siblings were left all alone with no one to 
care for them. She married very young at 
the age of 13. 

At first, Madina and her new husband got 
along, but he quickly turned to selling and 
abusing drugs. They had four children, and 
three of them died. Madina’s husband left 
for a while, but then returned. Another 
son was born, but just before the baby’s 
birth, her husband was sent to prison. 
Madina had no idea how she was going to 
raise two children all alone. She made the 
agonizing decision to give her new baby 
up for adoption. That was 14 years ago, 
and Madina has not seen him since. 

Eventually, she left her other son with her 
aunt and ended up living on the street, 
trying to numb her pain with alcohol. She 
realized that drinking was no solution so 
she tried to take her life several times. Her 
final attempt to kill herself was the last. 
Madina doused herself in gasoline and set 
herself on fire. The neighbors saw it and 
called an ambulance. Madina’s life was 
saved once again, because God had other 
plans for her.

Madina spent eight months in the hospital, 
and God sent a church family to help care 
for her. But one day, she had an adverse 
reaction to medication and her heart 

received a special award, “The Best 
Volunteer of the Year” for his ministry and 
the various projects his church conducted. 
Because of the news of this honor, many 
people heard about the life and ministry 
of Yevgeny’s church. Strangers called 
to thank him and others offered to join 
in helping. The local newspaper even 
offered to publish news from the church, 
and considering the false, defamatory 
propaganda endured by many evangelical 
churches across the CIS, this is a 
remarkable development. 

Last fall, Yevgeny was at a meeting 
held by the senior regional pastor. Men 
from governmental agencies were also 
in attendance, and the purpose of the 
meeting was to thank each of the officials 
for their cooperation. Calendars with Bible 
verses were distributed, and at the end 
of the meeting, the senior regional pastor 
asked if he could pray for the officials. 
One was a communist, while the other 
two men were Orthodox. At the end of the 
prayer, the communist man remarked that 

this was the first time anyone had ever 
prayed for him! 

Wonderful Fruit in Belarus

While churches in Russia, Belarus, and 
other CIS nations are all helping the 
Ukrainian refugees, the reach of SGA-
sponsored compassion ministry goes 
so much further. Missionary pastors in 
Belarus are reaching many families with 
food aid and the Gospel. Piotr Podrez, 
director of SGA’s Regional Ministry Center 
in Minsk, shared an encouraging report 
of what your prayers and support have 
helped accomplish . . . 

In the past year and eight months, 
the Lord has used this ministry to 
draw 400 new people to church, with 
approximately the same number of 
new children now in Sunday schools. 
We have seen 88 people repent of 
their sins and trust in Christ, and 
16 were baptized last year. A new 
church congregation has been 
planted and new Bible study groups 
have been formed! 

We are so deeply thankful to the Lord 
for this wonderful harvest. Please keep 
praying, both for increased resources to 
help reach more needy families, and for 
more men, women, and children to know 
Christ as their Savior! 

Many new believers have been baptized at this lovely spot in Belarus. Pray for an even more 
bountiful spiritual harvest.

A Life Redeemed

The Lord has reunited Madina with one 
of her sons. Pray that he will also come to 

know the Lord.
Continued on page 6

What man among you, if he has a hundred sheep and has lost one of them, does not leave the 
ninety-nine in the open pasture and go after the one which is lost until he finds it? (Luke 15:4).

Church teams joyfully share the Gospel with all 
who will hear as they distribute aid.



Whether it be a church team distributing food 
and other compassionate aid through SGA’s 
Crisis Evangelism Fund in Ukraine, or faithful 
missionary pastors who are distributing food 
in other parts of the CIS, Christ receives the 
glory. Below are just a few examples of what 
your faithful prayers and giving have helped 
accomplish. 

For the last 10 months, we have been helping new families—many of which are 

broken families. Brother Leonid—one of our deacons—is visiting four families 
in a nearby village. One lady named Olena is divorced, and she must work hard 
in her garden to earn a living for her children. It is exciting to see Olena and the 

ladies from the other three families attending our Bible study group with great 
enthusiasm. Boris is a man who lives in the same village. His wife left him with 
two children, and the younger of the two daughters is still at home. We visited 
him with food, and shared Christ with him. We invited him to church, and he now 

attends services in Turiysk! 

Thank you also for helping us reach two families who are refugees from eastern Ukraine. Both of 

these families have small children. They know little about God and did not have any desire to talk 

to Christians. However, we gave them food parcels, which they received with thanks. Pray with us 

that God will open their eyes to see that He is their provision. May the Lord bless you! Pastor Alexander ChernyakVolyn, Ukraine

We continually meet new people through 
Compassion Ministry and are building 
relationships with them. As we share the Gospel, 
some have begun attending the church. Others 
we had been helping have since gone to be with 
the Lord. I wish that we could see immediate 
results from our labor, but God works in His 
time. The families we are 
reaching have gone through a lot 
of hardship, and many continue 
to live in brokenness. Pray with 
us for these hurting people, and 
ask the Lord to bring them to a 
living faith in Christ. 

Pastor Anatoly
Berezovka, Belarus

Oksana’s family is 

open for fellowship 

and hearing the 

Gospel. She is a 

single mother raising 

three children. 

Oksana’s husband 

was an alcoholic and 

was killed in a car 

accident two years ago. The children are Nastya, 

Ruslan, and Alina. Alina has physical challenges, 

while Ruslan and Nastya are now attending our 

Sunday school. They all attend our church, and even 

Oksana’s mother Galina sometimes attends. Please 

pray with us that the Lord will open the hearts of this 

family to repent and trust in Christ. 

Pastor Alexander

Grodno, Belarus

Olga is from a troubled family. She is 15, and her alcoholic mother 

cannot hear or speak. Her mother’s boyfriend spent 16 years in prison. 

Olga has two siblings and all of them are from different fathers. They 

have been taken to the orphanage for shelter several times. But Olga 

has been attending the children’s club at our church since she was 7, 

and she has trusted in Christ as her Savior. But now as a teenager, 

Olga is facing adolescent problems and questions, and the family is 

often hungry. She is searching for a better life. We cannot change their 

family situation by ourselves, and we must commit it to God. But we minister His love 

to Olga’s family continually. 

Little Adam is the youngest of six children—and one of only two still 

at home. His grandmother is raising him. Adam’s mother (named 

Galia) kept leaving the children with the grandmother, but taking her 

government support and spending it on herself and her boyfriends. 

Afterward, Adam’s mother would return home angry, screaming, and 

even beating the kids. Once our church group visited while the mother 

was home, and got her to listen to the Gospel. But it wasn’t long 

before she was back to her old ways again. Adam’s grandmother was 

about ready to go to court to get custody of the children, when Galia suddenly became 

ill. She had cancer, and died 26 days later. Today, the children are active in our day 

center and the grandmother attends our Bible study. They see that God has taken care 

of them. We are thankful to God we could help! 

Pastor Bogdan Luts

Lviv, Ukraine

Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we received mercy, we do not lose heart (2 Corinthians 4:1). 



@
Russia and the U.S. —Changing Attitudes?

Russia’s independent pollster Levada has 
released a survey claiming that 59 percent of 
Russians see the United States as a general 
threat—up from 47 percent in 2007. When 
the polling company asked respondents to 
explain the nature of the threat, 48 percent 
said “the United States was purposefully 

creating various barriers in order to hinder 
Russia’s development.” Surprisingly, 31 
percent said they feared a U.S. military 
invasion on Russian territory, and another 
significant percentage said that the U.S. was 
“imposing alien ideas and values on their 
country through non-military means.” 

It is certain that much of this apparent change 
in attitude has been driven by the Ukraine 
crisis and related tensions between Russia, 
the U.S. and other Western nations. Our 
prayer—as always—is that such tensions 
will be reduced and that God will not allow 
political matters to hinder the advance of the 
Gospel. So many are still waiting to hear of 
Christ’s love! 

How You Can Help
We know the heart of our Lord is overflowing with love and 
compassion. James, the brother of the Lord, testifies that the . . . 
Lord is full of compassion and is merciful (James 5:11). It is such 
a blessing to be able to help evangelical churches across Russia 
and her neighboring countries as they share the Gospel and assist 
needy families with food and other 
aid. And your gifts help accomplish so 
much more—support for children’s 
workers, missionary pastors, 
provision of Russian-language Bibles 
and Christian literature, and sound 
Bible training. Please pray about how 
you can help today! 

Subscribe to 
SGA’s New 
Electronic 

Publications!

Just go to our 
website

www.sga.org

CIS in the Newsstopped. The hospital actually declared 
her dead, and her brother came to take 
her body away. But during the car ride 
home, the bumpy road jarred Madina 
to consciousness. She gasped for air, 
frightening her brother almost out of his 
wits. 

As Madina recovered, she eventually 
got her child back and began asking the 
whereabouts of the family that had visited 
her in the hospital. She eventually found 
them and they invited Madina to church. 
She started talking with the pastor, and 

then repented of her sins and recieved 
Christ into her heart. A month later, 
Madina was baptized. She has been a 
Christian now for ten years and is raising 
her son on her own. It is hard, but she 
knows God is with her and cares for her! 

Madina asks that we pray for her, that she 
will remain faithful to God and continue to 
serve Him in the midst of her difficulties. 
Pray for the believers in Central Asia 
who are ministering to many people like 
Madina, who have critical financial and 
spiritual needs. 

Central Asia Prayer Requests

1. Evangelical churches in Central Asia receive opposition from governments and the 
dominant Muslim religious structure. Pray for the protection of the churches and for 
hearts to be opened to the Gospel. 

2. SGA is occasionally able to help sponsor Bible institutes and other training 
opportunities, but these must often be conducted very discreetly. Pray for the students 
as they prepare for ministry in difficult circumstances. 

3. Many children were able to attend church-led summer camps across Central Asia 
despite the pressure faced by the churches. Pray that each child will respond to the 
Gospel seeds planted in their hearts in the coming days.
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Desperately Needed: House of 
Prayer near Chernobyl

For pastors and churches in the CIS, 
finding or renting a place to worship 
and carry on ministry is essential, 
but very difficult. For SGA-sponsored 
missionary pastor Alexander Makhovik, 
the challenge is even greater in 
Slavutych in north-central Ukraine, 
which is a comparatively new town 
built for families and those working 
at the remaining three Chernobyl 
reactors. 

With limited rental space being very 
expensive, believers in Slavutych are 
forced to meet in the apartment of 
a brother in Christ. For most of us, 
that sounds warm and inviting, but 
for unbelievers, meetings in private 
dwellings are threatening and full 
of unknowns. One aged unbelieving 
lady is attending the meetings, and 
that is a huge blessing. Please pray 
for her salvation. The Lord used her 
neighbour, who is a believer.

God is graciously using compassion 
ministry to soften hearts and open 
doors to new families in Slavutych. 
Alexander’s wife and some believers 
have taken packages of food to five 
refugee families that had to leave areas 
of fighting in eastern Ukraine. Many of 
those families lost their homes and all 
belongings. In addition to their losses, 
there was the trauma of avoiding the 
bombing and shooting. According to 
Pastor Alexander, they seem more 
open to the Gospel, witnessing, Bibles, 
and Christian literature. 

Believers in Slavutych also assist 
a few families of soldiers who are 
now fighting for Ukraine in Donbas, 
which is an increasingly common term 
referring to the regions of Donetsk, 
Lugansk and other towns in the Donets 
River basin. These families are in great 
need of financial support and spiritual 
encouragement. They listen to the 
believers explain the Gospel and ask 
them to pray for their husbands. 

Unfortunately, because they have no 
public place to meet, they cannot invite 
these families to services or larger 
group Bible studies. The Slavutych 
believers’ plan, fervent desire, and 
prayer is to rent a place to gather. But 
suitable places are extremely limited 
and very expensive.

A place to meet is essential for 
not only worship services but also 
for effectively sharing the Gospel, 
discipleship Bible studies, Sunday 
school and ministry to families, 
teenagers and children. Would 
you please pray with these dear 
believers that the Lord would 
provide much needed facilities and 

in time, their own House of Prayer? 
Please pray for Pastor Alexander and 
his family. Ministry needs in Slavutych 
and Chernigov where there is now no 
pastor weigh heavily on them.

CANADA

Canadian Connection
by Allan Vincent

Al’s Itinerary:
12-15 SGA/US office & Board Meeting
20 – Capitol Hill Baptist Church - 9 Marks 
Weekender – Washington, DC

21 – SGA/Canada Board Meeting
27 – Community Fellowship  Baptist Church, 
Bancroft, ON


