
The Gospel on the Battle Front
SGA-Assisted Ministry in the Ukraine Conflict

For several months, SGA has been raising 
awareness nationwide about the grave 
political crisis in Ukraine, and related 
armed conflict in the east of the country. 
As we conclude 2014, our hearts are 
grieved for the eastern cities of Lugansk, 
Donetsk, and Kramatorsk, which have 
been ground zero in the ongoing battle 
between the Ukrainian government in 
Kiev and separatist militants who want to 
align with Russia. We are thankful to God 
for long term and new SGA partners—
including those from our offices in Canada, 
Australia, and New Zealand—who have 
responded in a wonderful way, with 
thousands of dollars raised for Crisis 
Evangelism and humanitarian relief.
 

SGA’s Bret Laird undertook a dangerous 
investigative visit into the conflict zones, 
and returned with very gripping accounts 
of what SGA-sponsored missionary 
pastors and their churches are facing day 
by day. We are working with pastors and 
churches in the regions to reach out to 
afflicted families, and with other churches 
in other parts of Ukraine where refugees 
have flooded in from the east. For security 
reasons, we will not disclose specific 
locations and the names of the pastors, but 
they are working together along with SGA 
to provide compassion ministry and share 
the hope of the Gospel. 

In one eastern city, families in the 
churches are willingly stepping forward 
alongside the pastors to be the hands and 
feet of Christ in the midst of the danger. 
While in the region, Bret and Ukrainian 
believers accompanying him were able to 
share in the outreach . . . 

We were able to distribute 
evangelistic materials ourselves 
with the churches during our time 
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SGA’s Bret Laird and UECB pastors helped bring 
hope to war-ravaged cities in Ukraine’s east.
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there. Many of the families with 
children still haven’t returned to the 
region yet, but we had several great 
opportunities and were very glad we 
had them with us. I left several packs 
with the brothers there. In two of the 
churches I visited in the east, both 
were down to about 30% of their 
members since most had to get their 

families away from the fighting. Some 
have begun to return, but many have 
had to find jobs elsewhere in Ukraine. 
The economy in the east has been 
destroyed by the conflict. 

From what Bret saw personally and 
the churches on the ground continue 
to report, the need in Ukraine may well 
continue for some time, and that makes 
your support for SGA’s Crisis Evangelism 
Fund all the more important. According 
to Bret, for now, the focus of the churches 

and people is more on evangelism and 
immediate practical needs. In time, as the 
shock wears off, people’s minds will be 
struggling to deal with the enormity of 
what has happened in their country and 
in their lives. Ongoing ministry and godly, 
biblical counsel and teaching will be vital. 
Pray for us as we continue to work with 
Ukrainian church leaders in developing a 
longer-term ministry plan for the glory of 
Jesus Christ. 

SGA’s International Partners Play Major 
Role in Response

We are thankful to the Lord for our 
partners at SGA/Canada, SGA/Australia, 
and SGA/New Zealand. Supporters 
in these nations have contributed 
significantly to Crisis Evangelism needs. 
Dr. Igor Yaremchuk, president of the 
SGA-sponsored Irpen Biblical Seminary, 
ministered for many years in Zaporozhye, 
Ukraine. He reports that the seminary has 
become the center for ministry to many 
refugees—Christians and unbelievers 
alike . . . 

Back in late July, we began helping 
refugees with housing and living 
expenses in Kiev. We supported 
15 adults and 18 kids—33 people 
in all. Also, we had more than 30 
refugees staying at the seminary. So 

Keep Praying for Immanuel’s Child
Immanuel—“God with us.” The meaning 
of this wonderful name—announced by 
the angel as Joseph dreamed—(Matthew 
1:23) never ceases to fill us with wonder 
as we ponder its reality. Our Lord Jesus, 
God Incarnate, walking and dwelling 
among His people! It is the glorious real 
truth of Christmas all too easily forgotten. 
Yet across Russia and her neighboring 
countries on January 7, thousands of 
children will be hearing the true Christmas 
story and receiving special gifts you 
helped provide through SGA-sponsored 
Immanuel’s Child 
outreaches. 

We received so many 
wonderful reports 
from this past 
January’s ministry 
that we couldn’t 
share them all! Here 
are just a few . . . 

In Ioshkar-Ola, I saw former pupils 
of mine with their own children! One 
mother had not been to the church 
in 10 years, and she was received 
back with joy and love. I explained to 
them all the meaning of Immanuel’s 
Child, and we handed out the gifts. 
Our ministry goes beyond Immanuel’s 
Child. I believe at least 2,000 people this 
past year heard the Gospel through our 
church. I thank you for your help. May 
God keep you, dear friends! 

—Pastor Yevgeny Dushakov, Russia

In the Russian city of Smolensk, the 
church distributed gifts you helped 
provide. Parents and children alike wrote 
to express their thanks, beginning with 
13-year-old Anatoly . . . 

The time passed very quickly! I do 
not want to go home. I have so many 
good emotions. When I grow up a 
little more, I would like to be part 
of the Christmas play. Thank you so 
much for a great day! 

It was joyful to 
read the letter from 
Dmitri, one of the 
parents . . . 

It was our first visit 
to the church for 
a holiday. When 
we watched the 
whole program, 
we changed our 

opinion about the church. Before, we 
thought only old and backward people 
went to the church. But we see the 
kindness and love from above moving 
through them. Thank you! We will 
certainly come back to the Christmas 
concert later!

The true impact of Immanuel’s Child goes far 
beyond a simple Christmas gift for a child. 
Please pray for this year’s ministry, asking 
God to prepare many hearts for the Gospel!

Church congregations have been severely 
impacted by the violence. Pray for the 

protection of those who have had to remain in 
the conflict zones.

Joy at Christmas through Immanuel’s Child

The continual bombing and shelling has damaged or destroyed many homes and buildings in the east.

continue on page 7



Celebrating Jesus . . . Our Immanuel!
 
. . . and they shall call His name Immanuel
. . . God with us (Matthew 1:23)

Just as it is here in North America, 
Christmas is a time of great celebration 
for the Bible-preaching churches SGA 
serves across the CIS. It is also the most 
important time of the year for evangelism 
and reaching the lost with the Gospel 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. On or around 
January 7, Russian-speaking churches 
will hold SGA-sponsored Immanuel’s 
Child children’s outreaches and other 
Christmas-related events. We’d like to 
share a few glimpses from last year’s 
ministry as a reminder to pray for this 
year’s outreaches. This may be the only 
time many will hear of Christ’s love!

Mission: SGA
Find Out Even More About What God Is 
Doing in the CIS!

Even with 
12 issues of 
InSight each 
year, it is 
impossible to 
share every 
wonderful 

story and testimony that we 
receive from across the CIS about how 
God is using your faithful partnership 
to advance the Gospel. Yet we share the 
zeal of Paul and Barnabas, who . . . When 
they arrived at Jerusalem, they were 
received by the church and the apostles 
and the elders, and they reported all that 
God had done with them (Acts 15:4). 

SGA has a special quarterly print and 
electronic publication we call Mission: 
SGA (formerly Russia Report). In 
it, we are able to share more great 
reports from across Russia and her 
neighboring countries, sent to us 
by the faithful churches we serve. 
The reports touch on most of SGA’s 
key ministry areas—Bible training, 
missionary pastor ministry, children’s 
and youth ministries, compassion 
and humanitarian aid ministry, plus 
distribution of Russian-language Bibles 
and Christian literature. If you would 
like to receive this publication, please 
check the enclosed response card, email 
us at info@sga.org, or call us toll free at 
1-800-BIBLE-50. We pray that Mission: 
SGA will be a blessing to you. 

Orel

Krasnoyarsk Kazakhstan

St. Petersburg
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all together, we are ministering to 63 
people.

In addition, we helped sponsor a 
Christian Refugee Camp near Kiev for 
families from the Donetsk and Lugansk 
regions. At one point, we had 220 
people at the camp. About 145 of them 
were children of different ages, along 
with their parents and caregivers. 
About 80% of them were Christians, 
and 20% non-believers. The cost to do 
this was well over $7,000 per week. 
Thank you to everyone who has helped 
us, and please continue to pray for us. 
May our Lord Jesus Christ richly bless 
you, your families, and your ministries!

Please pray for this ongoing humanitarian 
and spiritual crisis in the heart of eastern 
Europe. News media coverage may or may 
not report on it, depending on what leads 

the headlines, but for the churches and 
afflicted families, the crisis is a daily reality. 
And please prayerfully consider what 
you can do to help through SGA’s Crisis 
Evangelism Fund. Christmas is just around 

the corner, and for many individuals 
and families across Ukraine, it will be a 
very difficult one. What a tremendous 
opportunity to share the Savior’s love! 
And only eternity will reveal how simple 
gifts of food, Bibles, and loving support 
helped change many lives and bring them 
to Christ.  

And now, Lord, take note of their threats, 
and grant that Your bond-servants may 
speak Your Word with all confidence . . . 
(Acts 4:29). 

As most of us here in the West approach 
Christmas and the New Year holiday 
season, the thought of persecution for 
our faith is far from our minds. Yet it is 
a daily reality for brothers and sisters 
across Muslim-dominated central Asia. 
We received a note from a faithful SGA-
sponsored missionary pastor that we want 
to share with you. Even amid the severe 
pressure, Pastor M writes that the ministry 
goes on—bathed in your prayers . . . 

By the great mercy of our Lord, I am 
alive and involved in His ministry. 
This year, God 
has particularly 
blessed us. We 
were able to 
quietly hold 
several camps 
for children 
and teens. The 
first camp 
was destroyed 
when the 
local authorities discovered us. 
They frightened the children and 
interrogated them, calling their 

parents and even their schools. They 
confiscated all the literature they 
saw—Bibles, workbooks, CDs. We 
were put on trial and fined. But the 
next camp held elsewhere reached 
40 teens, and we studied the prophet 
Jonah, teaching how we need to be 
obedient to God. 

Thanks to your support, we have been 
able to minister regularly throughout 
the year with prayer ministry, Bible 
study, Sunday services, and Sunday 
school. We had been ministering at 
a local psychiatric hospital for many 
years, but this time we were chased 
away. We had a group of 25 people 
there. Let me take this opportunity to 
express my heartfelt thanks for your 
prayers and financial support. May our 
Almighty God bless you in His mercy!

Pastor M has developed a Bible 
Correspondence School at the church, 
and they have ten students enrolled. 
With such difficulty traveling to minister, 
correspondence is more convenient and 
safer. They hope to slowly bring other 
church members into the program over 
time. Please pray for Pastor M’s church, 
and the rest of the body of Christ across 
Central Asia. They truly are lights in the 
darkness for the glory of Christ.

How You Can Help
December is always a busy month for the Bible-preaching 
churches that SGA serves across Russia and her 
neighboring countries. Christmas ministry to children is 
a top focus, with most SGA-sponsored Immanuel’s Child 
outreaches taking place on Russian Christmas, January 
7, and some even on Western Christmas, December 25. 
But the ministries you help support go on throughout 
the year—Bible training, 
missionary pastors’ labors, 
children’s and youth ministries, 
humanitarian aid, Orphan’s 
Reborn, and much more. Please 
pray how you can help advance 
the Gospel across the CIS today!

Subscribe to 
SGA’s New 
Electronic 

Publications!

Just go to our 
website

www.sga.org

Serving as Lights in the Darkness

As was common in Soviet 
days, police are again taking 
names of church members 

during surprise raids. 
Pray for the persecuted 

churches!

Children playing amid the rubble of war. They 
need to know of Christ’s redeeming love.

continued from page 2
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Whether we like it or not those who 
hurt have names and faces.

For my one son’s family, the homeless 
man in the abandoned factory had 
a name and a face. He was William, 
someone whom they as a family tried to 
get to know and help.

When the media reports unrest, there 
are few close ups of faces and fewer 
still names. When I see news reports 
from Ukraine though, I cannot help but 
remember the names, the faces and 

the families of some of those who hurt 
and are caught in the cross fire and 
turmoil in eastern Ukraine. Kherson, 
Lugansk and Donetsk are more than 
regions and cities. They are cities with 
adjacent towns where I fellowshipped 
with dear pastors overnight. They 
passionately described the fruitful 
church(es) and ministries that they 
had begun and were overseeing. We 
worshiped, prayed and sometimes we 
cried together.

Most of these pastors have extended 
families with names and faces. I 
remember the wives and ladies lovingly 
caring for us. I am told that younger 
family members have been moved to 
safety. With cell phones and land lines 
not functioning, communication is very 
difficult. These dear families face 
many unknowns – Are extended family 
members alive and well? Is their house 
still standing? When will the fighting 
end? What about their House of Prayer 
and ministries? Will they survive the 
winter? Will Western brothers and 
sisters remember their names and 
faces?

Among the unknowns there are 
mercifully some knowns. First and 
foremost, our heavenly Father knows 
and cares for His children. By God’s 
grace that care is sometimes provided 
by family members. Every disciple in 
Antioch sent help to fellow believers in 
the church in Jerusalem. For the Antioch 
believers, the famine victims in 
Jerusalem had names and faces. 

Believers in Eastern Ukraine also have 
names and faces. They need and are 
worthy of our partnership. The same is 
true of dear pastors and ministry leaders 
in other parts of the Commonwealth 
of Independent States. May the Lord 
indelibly imprint their names and faces 
on each of our hearts.

So the disciples determined everyone according to his ability, to 
send relief to the brothers living in Judea (Acts 11; 29, 30).

“2014 pro-Russian unrest in Ukraine” by RGloucester - 
Licensed under Creative Commons Attribution

CANADA

Canadian Connection
by Allan Vincent


