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Looking for a Hero . . . and Finding Him
Mikhail Bychko 
was born in 
Belarus in 
1988—just 
three years 
before the 
Soviet collapse 
and the end of 
the communist 
system in 
Russia and her 
neighboring 
countries. 

Raised in the town of Stolbtsy, Mikhail’s 
family was among a tiny minority of 
evangelical families in Belarus. 

More than that, Mikhail’s father was 
a pastor, and as he grew up, Mikhail 
often heard the Bible accounts of Daniel, 
Moses, Jonah, the 12 Apostles, and of 
course, the Lord Jesus Himself. While the 
Old Testament heroes like King David 
captured his imagination and inspired 
him, it wouldn’t be until his teenage years 
that Mikhail would come to understand 
his personal need for repentance and 
salvation through faith in Christ. 

My favorite hero was David, and 
I used to ask God to help me to 
be like him. Even though I did not 
understand completely the greatness 
of the Lord and what He did for me 
on the cross, I did understand that I 
had sins like anger, disobedience and 
pride, and needed God’s forgiveness. 
When I went to a Christian camp for 
the first time at age 6 or 7, I called 
on the Lord for the first time and a 
wish to know Jesus filled my life. But 
I still had ups and downs (in reality). 
Finally at 15, I received the Lord Jesus 
as my Savior and was baptized that 
same year.

Yet even after Mikhail’s conversion, he 
still struggled with fully dedicating his life 
to Christ. The young teenager fell in love 
with skateboarding, and while he tried to 
witness occasionally to his skateboarding 
friends, he soon “turned to the wrong way. 
Skateboarding and friends became my 
way of life.” 

On reaching college age, Mikhail went to 
Minsk, the capital of Belarus, and entered 
a university. In the third year, he began 
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having financial and other personal trials. 
He had less time and opportunity for 
friends and skateboarding, and it was 
then that God began to seriously deal with 
Mikhail’s heart. 
Mikhail learned 
that the hero he 
had been seeking 
was the Lord 
Himself . . . 

At that 
moment, 
through 
the hard 
circumstances I was enduring, God 
showed me through Scripture that my 
life was not right before Him. In that 
year—2007—I completely devoted 
my life to Jesus and He became 
priceless to me. I was amazed by His 
grace in the same way that my pastor 
father was amazed. I then knew I was 
going to serve Him . . . without fear, 
in holiness and righteousness before 
Him all the days of [my] life (Luke 
1:74-75). 

Mikhail entered the missionary program 
at the SGA-sponsored Minsk Theological 
Seminary, and graduated. He ministers 
to youth in his church, and also plans 

to continue 
his theological 
education at The 
Master’s Seminary 
as God provides, 
and then return to 
Belarus to plant 
a new church in 
Minsk. Mikhail is 
a living example 
of the importance 

of your support of SGA-sponsored Bible 
training. In his words,

When I came to study, I wanted 
to learn how to share the Gospel 
correctly with unbelievers. But the 
Gospel is not just the most important 
truth for unbelievers—it is also 
the most important for believers 
like me. The Gospel is the greatest 
manifestation of God’s glory. It is part 
of my life!

““The hero he had 
been seeking 
was the Lord 

Himself . . . 

Alexander Chernyak
SGA-sponsored Missionary Pastor
Volyn, Ukraine

Volyn is a town in northwest Ukraine. 
Through Alexander, the Lord is having 
tremendous impact—even in the region’s 
public schools . . . 

In Volytsya, we must hold Bible school for 
children before cold weather, because our 
meeting place is not heated. When we first 
started, the children didn’t know anything 
about the Bible, sin, or why Jesus came. But 

now, children of all ages can easily relate 
various true stories from the Bible and 
answer questions.

In addition, I have started visiting village 
schools nearby. We speak on current topics, 
such as alcohol, drugs, and AIDS, and teach 
Bible lessons. How the Lord has opened 
doors! Pray with us that the Lord would 
send more workers.

Our youth also started a new ministry 
called “The Steps.” First, they do a prayer 

walk across town, then meet in each 
others’ homes. Because we don’t have local 
colleges, many young Christians study in 
other cities and lose ground spiritually 
as a result. Please pray that God gives 
us wisdom in how to grow our youth 
spiritually, despite this challenge.

We have been helping unbelieving needy 
families with food. As a result, one lady 
received Christ, a few have started 
attending our church, and children are 
coming to Sunday school. More than 20 
people are going through training to serve 
those in need. Please pray for us to reach 
more people with the Gospel. 

Finally, when I was visiting a prison in 
Vinnitsa, I met a man named Vitaly. While 
in prison, he repented and was baptized. 
He’s been in prison for 17 years, yet is 
spiritually alive and growing. He is 43 years 
old and has a great desire to serve the Lord. 
He does everything possible to reach others 
in prison. 

Editor’s Note: Pray for Alexander and his 
family. Their ministry is impacting schools, 
the prisons, and especially the poor, 
remembering . . . whoever serves is to do so 
as one who is serving by the strength which 
God supplies; so that in all things God may 
be glorified through Jesus Christ . . .
(1 Peter 4:11)

But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, 
fulfill your ministry (2 Timothy 4:5).

Mikhail and hundreds of other faithful Bible students are encouraged by your 
prayers and loving support. 

Ukrainian children and their joy at learning about 
God through His Word. 

Christ’s Love in the Schools



New Academic Programs at Odessa Theological Seminary

Seminary president Dr. Vladimir Shemchishin reports two new academic programs are in place—Discovery, focusing on training youth ministers, and the seminary’s first Master-level program, Transformative Pastoral Ministry. Dr. Shemchishin is excited for the opportunities these new programs present . . . 
I know that many people have been praying for this, and I appreciate 
their support so much! We are already seriously thinking of starting 
another Master-level program to focus on Christian Education. We are 
also developing a doctoral program. May we always be a school that 
God chooses to use. Please, continue to pray for us!

Almaty Bible Institute: Building a 

Biblical Foundation for Central Asia

When the SGA-sponsored Almaty 

Bible Institute opened in the early 

1990s, believers across Kazakhstan 

and Central Asia could at last have 

the sound biblical education that the 

fallen communist regime had denied 

them for 70 years. Now they are 

launching two new study programs 

for Missions and Youth, plus student 

missions trips to other Asian nations. 

In addition, they plan to introduce a full time study program at the 

Institute, and to publish the written theological works of ABI’s professors 

and most accomplished students. Please pray for ABI as these goals are 

pursued and realized. 

Minsk Theological Seminary 
Expands Outreach

Seminary president Leonid 
Mihovich expects that this 
fall’s new enrollments at 
Minsk will include 23 students 
in the theology program, and 
nine students in the Christian 
education track. 

In addition, Leonid says 
that they are continuing to 
prayerfully consider ongoing 
development of missions 
emphasis tracks and social 
ministry, all centered firmly 
in the Word of God. Please 
continue to pray with Leonid 
and the faculty as they strive 
for excellence in biblical and 
theological education. 

Irpen Biblical Seminary: Celebrating Salvation in Song

In addition to the pastoral and Christian education tracks at 

Irpen Biblical Seminary, training in church congregational 

and worship music is a key priority. Student Mikhail 

Kurilov shared his testimony and thanksgiving for the 

opportunity to study . . . 

I was born into a believing family. I always considered 

myself a believer and thought I didn’t need to repent. As 

I grew up, my heart drew further away from God—even 

after becoming part of the youth group, playing guitar and 

singing for services. But I now realize that it was really 

to show off and let everyone see my talent. Finally, in January 2007, 

I saw that my life was not what God wanted. I read the Bible more and I wanted to change. A 

month later, I repented at a Saturday youth service and was later baptized. I praise God! 

—Mikhail Kurilov

Thanksgiving and Prayer at Novosibirsk Biblical-Theological Seminary
President Rev. Eduard Genrikh:

We have 60 men enrolled in our Distance Learning program, and 10 
men study here full time. We are thankful to all who have been praying 
for NBTS through the years. We have received a permanent license to 
conduct educational activities, for which we praise God! Please pray for 
our students and graduates, for their ministries, and for new students. Also 
pray for our facility needs—a new roof, plus renovation of the cafeteria and 
remodeling the seminary building to provide a dormitory. 

All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for training in righteousness . . . (2 Timothy 3:16).

We are thankful to the Lord for His gracious provision through our partners in making 
doctrinally sound Bible training available across the CIS. May you be blessed and 
encouraged as you read of what God is doing through your support of some key SGA-
sponsored seminaries and Bible institutes in their respective nations and beyond.

Irpen Biblical Seminary
Enrollment: 317

Odessa Theological Seminary
Enrollment: 253

Almaty Bible Institute
Enrollment: 107

Novosibirsk Biblical-Theological Seminary
Enrollment: 70



How You Can Help

CIS in the News . . . 

Russia: Europe’s Largest Child Suicide 
Rate?

Russia’s Rospotrebnadzor website is 
reporting that Russia has the highest 
suicide rate among children and teens in 
Europe. The report claims that the rate has 
grown by 35%-37% in recent years. In all, 
Russia reported about 800,000 suicides 
from 1990 to 2010, and alarmingly, the 
rate continues to grow. A website survey 
showed that 1,379 boys and 369 girls ages 
15 to 19 took their own lives in 2009. 
There were 260 teenage suicides reported 
in 2009 and 1.2 times more in 2010. 
The suicide rate is 19-20 per 100,000 
teenagers, which is three times higher 

than the world’s average. Suicides are the 
most frequent in the 15 to 35 age group. 

One deep concern raised was that very 
few Internet industry providers were 
limiting access to so-called “suicide 
propaganda.” Child advocates are 
demanding that more than 600 websites 
with such material be closed down. A 
law protecting children from information 
harmful for their health and development 
entered into force last November. In 
particular, it limits children’s access to 
illegal information posted online and 
provides the possibility to block websites 
by IP addresses. Websites containing 
outlawed information can be blacklisted. 
Also, the blocking is possible at orders 
from authorized agencies. 

Source: Russia’s Interfax News Agency, 
Russia’s Rospotrebnadzor Website

While the fall is officially “back to school” season in North 
America, SGA-sponsored seminaries and Bible institutes 
operate on a much more flexible schedule. Studies and 
graduations happen at varying times of the year. But 
regardless of the clock and calendar, all the enrolled and 
graduating students are joyfully eager to put their learning 
into practice in their ministries—for the sake of the Gospel. They are deeply thankful 
for your prayers, encouragement and support. Your partnership not only helps provide 
Bible training, but also supports missionary pastors, children’s ministries, Bibles and 
literature printing and distribution, and compassion ministry through the churches. 
Please prayerfully consider how you can help today! 

No Longer Afraid
Christ’s Love Makes an Orphan Girl Bold!

On the day I called, You answered me; You 
made me bold with strength in my soul 
(Psalm 138:3). 

By Lena Krasnikova
Orphans Reborn in Primorsk, Russia

I want to introduce to you seven-year-
old Anna. She and her older brother 

Grisha came to the 
orphanage where we 
work in the village 
of Primorsk. When 
they came to our 
lessons the first time, 
Anna’s behavior was 
very peculiar and, it 
took me a while to 

understand her. She followed her brother 
everywhere, and she would cry with a very 
weak voice. She was just like a little mouse. 
Grisha would calm his sister by promising 
her some candy. Then she would suddenly 
calm down and listen to my story. As time 
went on in the lesson, it seemed she would 
forget about her brother. 

As time went on with our visits, I noticed 
that Anna paid close attention, and her 
eyes watched all the visual aids that we 

showed. Anna was a very curious girl and 
she really loved asking questions, and with 
a serious look on her face, she would gaze 
at her brother as if she was wondering 
whether he approved. When I would come 
to lead the lesson, I would watch for Grisha 
and Anna, who had stopped weeping by 
this time. And when I saw them, I would 
greet them with, “Hello, children! I am glad 
to see you again!”

Then as winter began, I did not see Grisha. 
The children told me that he had been sent 
to a recreation camp for a month. My first 
thought was, “What about Anna? Will she 
come without her brother to our lessons?” 
But guess what? Our “little follower” had 
become a small independent girl. Anna 
came to the lesson and walked up to me, 
hugged me and walked to her seat! 

Anna loves to paint, draw and dress up. She 
even won a competition we held—The Best 
Present for Jesus. You can see the picture 
with Anna dressed up to be her “best 
present” for the Lord. I am thankful to God 
for Anna, for her interest in the Bible, and 
for the way the Lord is helping her become 
more and more independent. Thank you for 
your support and for your prayers for us!

Anna
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How then can we communicate the 
Gospel in a non-heart language? “With 
difficulty and never completely,” would 
be the response of most residents of 
western Ukraine. Like all of the former 
Soviet Union, they were forced to learn 
and use Russian. But Ukrainian remained 
their heart language. 

Therefore, since Perestroika, Ukrainian 
has become the preferred language 
of western Ukraine, with the result 
that west of the Dnieper River, most 
people have reverted to Ukrainian – 
their heart language in most areas of 
daily life including the church. For that 
reason, Ukrainian-language theological 
training is greatly appreciated.

This year, Ukrainian Baptist 
Theological Seminary (UBTS) in 
Lviv celebrates its 10th anniversary. 
Organized to provide Ukrainian-language 
theological training for Baptist pastors 
and lay leaders, it is the newest seminary 
in Ukraine. People who prayed for and 

invested in UBTS wanted a seminary that 
would serve and strengthen Ukrainian 
Baptist pastors and churches to take 
the Gospel to many lost people. From 
its inception, UBTS has been church-
oriented and doctrinally Baptistic. The 
success of UBTS is being measured not 
only by the number of graduates, but 
also in the number of churches planted 
by graduates.

According to Dr. 
Slavik Pyzh, the 
new president 
of UBTS, it is the 
only Ukrainian-
language 
Baptistic 
Seminary in the 
world. Evangelical Mission to Ukraine 
(EMTU) transferred the oversight 
of UBTS and the missionary pastors 
that it supports to SGA/Canada on 
July 1. SGA/Canada is humbled by 
this unique ministry opportunity. At 
UBTS, pastors and lay leaders are 
taught in the Ukrainian language; 
preach to their congregations in 
Ukrainian, so that God’s love and the 
need of His forgiveness can be clearly 
understood. For UBTS, language is not 
a matter of national pride, but rather of 
responsibility to assist Ukrainians with 
reaching their unsaved nation. 

Heart Language – Communicating Effectively
If you talk to a man in a language, it goes to his head. 

If you talk to a man in his language, it goes to his heart.
 Nelson Mandela

CANADA

Canadian Connection

Ukrainian Baptist Theological 
Seminary

Dr. Slavik Pyzh and 
family

by Allan Vincent


