
Christmas Is Sooner than You Think!

In North America, it’s often noted 
with amusement that stores seem to 
begin advertising Christmas earlier 
each year. But for churches across the 
Commonwealth of Independent States 
(CIS), Christmas preparations begin long 
before the first snowflakes fall. It’s their 
most important evangelistic time of the 
year, especially with children! 

Each year, SGA partners join with 
evangelical churches in Russia and her 
neighboring countries by sponsoring 
Immanuel’s Child outreaches—primarily 
held around Russian Christmas celebrated 
on January 7. The SGA-sponsored Orphans 
Reborn ministry also holds important 
programs at Christmas, taking the story 
of our Savior’s birth to hundreds of lonely, 
forgotten children who would otherwise 
have little to celebrate. And the churches 
send back so many wonderful reports, but 
we can only share a selected few of them 
with you. 

In Ukraine, SGA-sponsored missionary 

pastor Vasily Gavrilyuk ministers in 
the Crimea. This past January, 500 kids 
heard the Gospel and received special 
Christmas gifts through the generosity of 
SGA partners. As Vasily relates, some 450 
of these children were from unchurched 
families . . . 

We are very thankful to you for 
the prayers and for the support. It 
was wonderful that we could hold 
six services in different places on 
Christmas! Praise God for this! One 
of the services was conducted in 

CIS Churches Prepare for Immanuel’s Child 
and Fruitful Children’s Outreaches
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the small town of Kastropol. It’s not 
a big settlement. We have always 
conducted evangelic outreaches 
in this town on different Christian 
holidays. Every year, the people are 
getting more interested in the Bible. 
This time, the people had already 
gathered and were waiting for us on 
the square long before we came. 

At first, the local population treated 
us with great caution. But now the 
situation has become different—
every time we come, more people 
come to meet with us and listen to 
the Word of God. As to the children, 
they have always been friendly and 
open to us. With the help of the 
Sunday school teachers and students, 
we presented a Christmas program 
for children, and then there was a 
message for adults. At the end, all 
the children received their Christmas 
presents. We thank everyone who 
made this program possible. Thank 
you for your prayers and support! We 
believe that the sown seeds of God’s 
Word will bear good fruit for the 
glory of our God!

The Crimean peninsula has a 
significant Muslim population, which 

can make ministry challenging. This is 
also true in Russia’s Tatarstan region, 
where missionary pastor Andrew 
Yaroschuk ministers in the capital city 
of Kazan . . . 

We always try to use the Christmas 
festivities as a wonderful opportunity 
to invite people to the church. We 
usually have prayer meetings in 
advance as we plan. This past year’s 
ministry consisted of music, a drama 
about God’s love and a Gospel 
message. About 20 unsaved people 
responded to the invitation and came 
to the church. We thank the Lord for 
the opportunity to tell people the 
joyful news of our Savior’s birth! 

Thank you to all of our partner churches 
in North America for their tremendous, 
faithful participation each year that 
makes Immanuel’s Child outreaches 
possible. Last year, SGA-sponsored 
missionary pastors and their churches 
were able to reach nearly 15,000 children 
with the Gospel through Immanuel’s Child, 
as well as provide the needy children 
with wrapped Christmas gifts.  Please 
pray with us for the funds needed to 
reach even more children this year! 

Young hearts full of thanksgiving for a Christmas gift . . . and open to hear of 
Christ’s love.

Men of Whom the World Was Not Worthy
Editor’s Note: Dr. Michael Boys is the Senior 
Pastor at Christ Community Church in 
Houston, Texas—a new SGA-partner church. 
He recently returned from St. Petersburg, 
Russia, where he visited the local Antioch 
Initiative mother church, and taught 
missionary pastors. These are his personal 
reflections. 

It was a Tuesday night in St. Petersburg, 
Russia. I had just preached in an unfinished 
church basement. Just a handful of 
people were there—simple, plain Russian 
believers. Their pastor is Vladimir — an 
ex-convict and former drug addict who is 
also lame in one leg from being shot during 
a prison escape! 

Impressed? Likely not. But, really, that’s 
the issue! Scripture tells us of the qualities 
of those who made up the early church
 . . . there were not many wise according to 
worldly standards, not many were powerful, 
not many of noble birth. But God chose what 
is foolish in the world to shame the wise; 
God chose what is weak in the world to 
shame the strong . . . so that no human being 
might boast in the presence of God 
(1 Corinthians 1:26-27,29). 

Indeed, these Russian brothers aren’t 

impressive by the world’s standards, 
yet they impress me as they burn with 
a passion to see others come to faith in 
Christ. They believe God saves sinners—
and they know because they’re reminded 
daily what sinners they once were. They 
really believe that the Gospel-Driven 
life’s “key performance indicators” are 
faithfulness, humility, and sacrifice. 

This was my eighth trip to Russia. It’s an 
incredible encouragement to see guys 
in Antioch training—just barely out of 
rehab—and now they know the Word, 
serve in humility, and trust in our God for 
the eternal results. 

We’ve had a small role, but it’s been an 
honor to serve them. They do so much 
with so little! My friend and mentor Bob 
Provost says he determined years ago he 
would be pleased to just be their water 
boy, serving the churches of Russia for the 
rest of his life. 

Yes, not too impressive, except to God, who 
gets all the glory. And He does so through 
what this world deems lowly and of no 
account—faithful men like Pastor Vladimir, 
his small, humble church, and, hopefully, 
folks like you and me. 

(Hebrews 11:38)



Pimochkins Family.

Sergei and Olena have a son named 

Zhenya. Sergei served a term in 

prison. He has been trying to start 

a new life from the beginning. He is 

having problems getting a job. 

Vypryshkos Family.

Grandmother Lida takes care of two 

granddaughters who are orphans. The girls’ 

parents died when they were 2.5 and 1.5 years old.

Mohilevskiys Family.
As Vladimir couldn’t get a job 
to practice his profession, 
he had to work physically. 
The work was very hard 
and he overstrained himself 
and undermined his health 
seriously. Now he has to be 
cured and rest. Vladimir and 
his wife, Natalia, have two 
little children.

Aliona Skripnik is a young lady who gave 
a birth to a baby while in the 8th grade 

at school. It happened last year. She’s an 
unwed mother and doesn’t have a job.

Klyuchkos Family.Vita is a widow. She’s 37 years old. 
She suffers from tuberculosis. Her two 

children: Roman, 13 years old, and Ira, 

12 years old, have tuberculosis too.

SGA-sponsored missionary pastor Piotr Semion ministers in Ukraine’s Poltava 

region. There also, the compassion of God’s people is having an impact on people 

with great physical needs, and even greater spiritual hunger . . . 

I’m grateful to the Lord for the opportunity to serve with you, performing the 

ministry of compassion and proclaiming the Gospel to people who don’t know the 

Lord. The churches in Poltava and Karlivka are working together in this, and by 

God’s grace, we have not had any obstacles, but only gratitude from the people in 

need. Below are a few pictures of some of the families and their stories. We thank 

God for you and your heart for the lost in Ukraine. May God richly bless you in His 

mighty ways!

A group from our church visits needy families with the food 

packs and shares the Gospel with them. Lots of people are 

amazed that we are doing this for them. We have visited 

ten families so far, and at first they were very cautious and 

suspicious of us. One example is Lyudmila’s family. Her 

husband is an alcoholic. They have seven children. Their 

youngest daughter has eyesight problems, and a lot of 

money is spent on her treatment. They are unemployed and 

must survive on what they grow in their garden. Therefore, 

they were very grateful for the help. We invited three of their 

children to our camp in July. Since then, they have attended 

our Sunday school twice. 

We are going to conduct a special service for the families, 

and will invite them to the church with their children, who 

will enjoy a special program. We’ll share the Gospel, and 

while the children are at the program, the parents will 

have their own special program. Thanks so much for your 

assistance, care and love for our people in Ukraine! May God 

richly bless you!

Vasily Furta

Cherkassy, Ukraine

SGA-Assisted Compassion Ministries in Belarus and Ukraine

 We have reported in previous issues of InSight on the 20 SGA-sponsored missionary 
pastors now distributing food packets to needy families in Belarus as part of a joint 
venture with Children’s Hunger Fund (CHF). We are thankful to the Lord to report that this 
fruitful outreach will now also be taking place in Ukraine, with around 20 more missionary 
pastors eventually participating. Our prayerful goal is to be able to expand compassion 
ministry into even more CIS nations as the Lord provides. 

 In this section, we have brief reports from two missionary pastors in Ukraine, plus 
photos of some of the families receiving aid. Please remember to intercede in prayer for 
their salvation!

Savenkos Family.
Grandmother Valia has been bringing up and taking care 
of her grandson Rostislav. His mother is an alcoholic and 
doesn’t live with them. Rostislav suffers from stomach 
problems. He needs lots of special medicine and a strict diet.

Grinkos Family.
Father Alexei and his wife were both laid off from 
their factory jobs. They have one daughter, Kamila. 

Yakovenkos Family.
Valery and his wife, Olga (not 
pictured) have four children. 
Valery is blind, and because 
of this, he doesn’t have a good 
job to earn a family living.



How You Can Help
Join With Faithful Russian Believers to Share Christ at 

Christmas and Throughout the Year!

 Believers across Russia and her neighboring countries 
tell us that Christmas is the most important time of year for 
evangelism—not only with unreached children, but also with 
their families or caregivers. Often, Christmas evangelism opens 
the doors for faithful missionary pastors to share Christ’s love throughout the year—through 
summer camps, special services, compassion ministry, visits to orphanages, prisons, and 
whatever other opportunities the Lord provides. And as governments in several nations tighten 
restrictions on the churches even further, they need our generous support and intercessory 
prayers more than ever. Please prayerfully consider what you can do to help this month! 

CIS in the News . . . Sensible Stewardship
Barnabas is introduced to us in Acts 4:36-
37 as a man with a generous and faith-filled 
heart. He provides us with a great example 
of a way of giving that is not widely 
recognized–gifting assets rather than cash. 
Scripture says that . . . Joseph, a Levite from 
Cyprus, whom the Apostles called Barnabas, 
sold a field he owned and brought the money 
and laid it at the Apostles’ feet. What’s 
remarkable is that Barnabas did not choose to 
increase his giving from his harvest, say from 
10 percent to 20 percent. Instead, he found 
what God was doing to be so compelling 
that he wanted to be a part of it. Instead of 
giving the harvest or firstfruits, he gave the 
field itself—the proceeds from the sale of his 
land—to the work of Christ. 

In Bible times, you could do what Barnabas 
did without any tax penalties. Today, our 

laws make it more tax efficient at times to 
give an asset such as a field, stock or other 
assets rather than giving cash.  By avoiding 
long-term capital gains tax, you not only 
receive more tax benefits, but more of the gift 
goes toward the Lord’s work. 

SGA has made special arrangements 
for you to look into such matters with 
PhilanthroCorp, a nationally-known 
Christian charitable planning firm that works 
exclusively in the areas of estate and gift 
planning. There is no cost or obligation to 
you for this service. To learn more, visit our 
website — www.sga.org. Or you can call 
PhilanthroCorp at 800-876-7958 to visit on 
the phone with one of their Estate Specialists. 

Kazakh Protestant Church Forced
to Close

The nation of Kazakhstan is reportedly 
using land use regulations as a means 
to crack down on religious freedom. 
According to a recent Forum 18 report, 
officials in Taldykorgan forced a Methodist 
church to “voluntarily” close and fined the 
wife of the pastor. We are not reporting 
the name of the pastor’s family for security 
reasons. However, the pastor told local 
newspapers that they were closing because 
they “didn’t want any more punishment 
from the authorities.” The head of the 
government’s Agency of Religious Affairs 
said the church would have been closed 
down anyway unless they could get 50 
signatures for re-registration. 

This is a disturbing and growing trend that 
we are seeing across the former Soviet 
republics of Central Asia. These nations, 
commonly called the “stan” countries, 
are largely Muslim, and their respective 
governments have varying degrees of 
restrictions on evangelical churches. There 
is also a significant concern about Islamic 

extremists, and Kazakhstan has seen a 
couple of terror-related bombing incidents 
within the past year. Please pray for our 
brothers and sisters in these nations 
as they remain faithful to the Lord—
sometimes at great personal cost. 

Uzbekistan: More Raids on
Believers’ Homes

A separate Forum 18 story reported yet 
another raid on the home of Protestant 
believers in Uzbekistan. In the latest 
incident, the Uzbek secret police in Yukori-
Chirchik showed up at the home, claiming 
that a bomb was inside. While searching 
for the alleged bomb, police confiscated 
Christian books and a laptop. Afterward, 
14 members of the homeowner’s 
unregistered Protestant Church were fined 
for holding an “unsanctioned meeting in 
a private home.” The woman who lived in 
the raided home was fined 60 times the 
minimum monthly salary. 

It is increasingly very hard for evangelical 
churches to obtain registration and legal 
status in the “stan” countries. This example 
of Uzbekistan is one more in a series of 
troubling developments, which recall the 
oppressive days under atheistic Soviet 
communism. Please pray for our brothers 
and sisters across Central Asia, asking for 
God’s protection knowing their steadfast 
intent to continue . . . preaching the Gospel 
to all the cities (Acts 8:40). 
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Thanksgiving is always a special time of 
giving thanks to the Lord for His gracious 
provision. For an increasing number of 
Canadian churches though, Thanksgiving 
now also looks forward to Christmas 
with a tangible means of evangelism and 
sharing the Gospel with others. 

In Russia, Ukraine and other parts of the 
Commonwealth of Independent States 
(CIS), Christmas affords very fruitful 
opportunities to evangelize children and 
their parents. Lacking the resources to 
maximize this opportunity, pastors and 
churches asked for help. Immanuel’s 
Child has become a conduit for that 
help. While some North American 
churches introduce the project a bit 
later, most Canadian churches find that 
Thanksgiving or shortly afterwards 
is an ideal time to gather Immanuel’s 
Child funds and stars. Utilizing the 
funds transferred by SGA, CIS pastors 
and churches lovingly prepare packets 
appropriate for the children in their 
area. In early January, children gather 
for a clear presentation and leave with 
a Christian book, the specially prepared 
gift packet, plus an Immanuel’s Child star 
with the name of the ministry partner 
who provided funds for the gift packet 
and book. The star is also an ongoing 

reminder of the message of Christmas 
and reminder of God’s love. 

God is using Immanuel’s Child for His glory. 

Two adults repented through the Bible 
stories told by the children at home. The 
parents were interested and started 
attending services. Praise God, they 
repented. (Volyn Region, Ukraine)

I was pleasantly surprised. The room 
was crowded with children who sang 
about Jesus Christ’s birth. I never thought 
seriously about Jesus’ birth. It was my 
first time in a Baptist Church. My heart 
was filled with peace after the meeting. 
Thank you so much for the gift for the 
children. (A mother in Belarus)

On behalf of the Village Board, we thank 
Pastor Vladimir and everyone who 
helped with the generous work – holding 
celebrations for children and adults in the 
village kindergarten and school. (Village 
Mayor in Ukraine)

Please pray for this year’s Immanuel’s 
Child outreach.

CANADA

Canadian Connection

Al’s October Ministry:
Sept. 25 to Oct. 5 – Russia trip with Lynne 
 (Moscow, Nizhny Novgorod & Ivanovo)
12-14 – State Street Baptist Church – 
 Presque Isle, MN
15-22 – Moscow – Regional Pastors Meeting,
 Central Russia Pastors’ Conference
26-28 – Home Groups – Okotoks & 
 Ardossan, AB, Glendon Evangelical
 Church – Glendon, AB


