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Sowing and Harvesting in Kazan
Pastor Timothy Gerega
SGA-Sponsored 
Missionary Pastor

One of the most 
disturbing 
developments in recent 
years has been the 

increase of governmental oppression 
aimed at evangelical believers in some 
parts of the former Soviet Union—most 
notably the Muslim-dominated nations of 
Central Asia. 

In light of this, how wonderful it was 
to receive a recent report showing just 
the opposite from Russia’s Tatarstan 
region, where SGA-sponsored missionary 
pastor Timothy Gerega labors in the 
capital city of Kazan. Tatarstan has a 
significant Sunni Muslim population, but 
Timothy reports that the Lord has opened 
amazing opportunities—with the local 
government’s careful permission! 

Outreach is possible here. The 
administration is eager to present 
the city as a place of many 
opportunities, and that all religions 

are equally represented and not 
in conflict with each other. If they 
consider something provocative, they 
just ban it. But we began writing 
official requests for activities in 
Kazan, and praise God, we were 
permitted to have three events in 
2011! No one before has had such an 
opportunity here. 

The first event was a concert and 
an evangelistic event with a brother 
from Belarus. We were allowed to 
give the concert on the central street 
in Kazan. The authorities were afraid 
of provocations, but God preserved 
and blessed us. We reached people 

for about two hours, and gave out 
New Testaments and other Christian 
books. Afterward, people came up to 
us and asked questions. Journalists 

nSigh tI
S e m p t e m b e r   2 0 1 2

S l a v i c  G o s p e l  A s s o c i a t i o n

S e r v i n g  C h u r c h e s  –  R e a c h i n g  R u s s i a

Unlike other Muslim regions, discreet ministry is 
possible in Kazan, where the government tries to 

keep a balanced approach to local religious groups.



from various publications came and 
interviewed us, and many people 
came to know about our church 
through the articles and on the 
Internet. A representative of the city 
was there also. He took pictures and 
approved of the activity in general. 
Then in August, we were allowed to 
have two youth concerts. Glory be to 
God for everything!

Timothy asks for prayer and for God’s 
wisdom, because with such tremendous 
opportunities comes the potential for 
opposition stirred up by the enemy. They 
try to conduct their ministry in a quiet 
and discreet way due to the Muslim 
context in which they live and labor. The 
active, large scale mass evangelism that 
can be done in other parts of Russia is not 
possible in Kazan. 

Help from Ukrainian Brothers

Another notable development in the 
region is the agreement between 
Tatarstan churches and brothers from the 
Union of Evangelical Christians-Baptists 
(UECB) in Ukraine. The regional pastor is 
originally from Ukraine, and he came to 

Tatarstan to plant a church in the town 
of Neberezhnye Chelny. There was no 
church then, but today there is—with 350 
members! According to Timothy, they are 
united by the desire to see more churches 
planted in the region . . . 

Seven regions in Ukraine are ready 
to help us plant new churches in 
Tatarstan with the help of youth 
teams and teams of ministers. 
They come to help existing small 
churches and groups, and assisted 
in two major regional conferences. 
They have also invited us to come 
to Ukraine to take part in youth 
conferences, so we can invite 
Ukrainian believers to visit us for 
outreach here! 

We praise and thank the Lord for these 
wonderful developments, and especially 
for the part played by SGA partners with 
their prayerful, faithful support. Please 
continue to intercede in prayer for 
Timothy and the believers of Tatarstan. 
May the Lord bless, protect and anoint 
their labors in sowing the seeds of the 
Gospel in a needy region, and raise up a 
fruitful harvest of new believers. 

Pastor Timothy Gerega’s church is being blessed with a vibrant ministry 
and many opportunities for the Gospel.

Reaching the Lost with Compassion

Following training from Children’s Hunger 
Fund (CHF), some 20 SGA-sponsored 
missionary pastors in Belarus have been 
reaching the needy with humanitarian aid 
and the Gospel. CHF provides the staple 
food products, while SGA partners help 
fund the distribution. The pastors report 
that hearts are already beginning to open 
up to Christ’s love:

God has blessed me to be able to visit 
and talk with 14 families. There is a 
man who is very open to the Gospel. 
He is blind and has only one leg. In 
addition to food, we gave him a CD by 
SGA’s Dr. Roman Dechtiarenko which 
contains teaching on salvation. This 
man has asked us many questions 
about the Bible, and is now visiting 
the church and seeking the Lord! 
Another man named Mikhail has 
repented, and we now have nine new 
children attending our Sunday school! 
Brothers and sisters, I thank you for 
your prayers and encouragement in 
our ministry.

Alexei Bakunovich
Grodno, Belarus

I have visited ten families who live in 
desperate conditions in our region. 
Many have no job or their jobs bring 
them very little income. At first, it 
wasn’t easy to talk with them. The 
people didn’t know what to expect 
and what we might ask them to do 
in return for our help. But we have 
simply helped them, and now many 
are expressing much joy, and are 
openly talking with us about their 
problems—and about God! There 
are some who are hesitant about 
coming to church, but others allow 
their children to come to our Sunday 
school. God obviously has begun to 
work in the hearts of the children, 
and their parents.

Yuri Romanchik
Ostrino, Belarus

Please continue to pray for the missionary 
pastors and receiving families as these 
distributions continue. Also pray for God’s 
provision in funding the necessary travel 
and related costs.

SGA and Children’s Hunger Fund Partner in Belarus
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget none of His benefits . . . Who redeems your life from 

the pit, Who crowns you with lovingkindness and compassion (Psalm 103:2,4). 



Tambov is a Russian city of about 
280,000 located some 300 miles 
southeast of Moscow. Our church 
has organized several activities 
locally in connection with our 
church-planting ministry. Before 
forming our Bible study group, 
we visited villages and helped 
people with various yard and 
home projects, then we conducted 
evening worship services in the 
villages. 

In August, we held a youth 
outreach camp involving churches 
from Tambov and Lipetsk. There 
were 91 present. I was a camp 
director, teaching Bible classes 
and preaching. The camp was a 
great blessing, and more than 20 
youth responded to the invitation 
to repent and receive Christ! Other 
outreach services were held in 
Kirsanov along with activities in a 
children’s playground. More than 
400 attended these events. One 
other brief note of celebration—
last July we held a baptismal 
service where six new members 
were received into our church. 

Vadim Mikhalin
Tambov, Russia

Missionary Pastors Report Great Results
SGA receives many wonderful reports each month from the faithful missionary 
pastors sponsored by our partners across the Commonwealth of Independent 

States (CIS). While space doesn’t permit us to share them all, we trust that these 
brief excerpts from various regions will bless you. Please remember to regularly 
intercede in prayer for our missionaries, as the brief window of opportunity is 

closing, and . . . there are many adversaries (1 Corinthians 16:9).

Nizhny Novgorod is an 800-year-old industrial city—one of Russia’s largest at 1.3 

million people. Formerly known as Gorky (where Soviet dissident Andrei Sakharov 

was held in internal exile), this city was formerly closed to foreigners due to the 

military factories and installations in the area. The influence of the Orthodox 

Church here is strong with lots of temples and monasteries. There are no evangelical 

churches in most of the communities in the region, and not more than 700 

Evangelical-Baptist believers in the city itself. During the decades of atheistic communism, many Christian ministers were 

martyred, and there was no opportunity to receive theological education. We lack 

enough qualified pastors and church planters able to start new churches and help 

revive old, established congregations (which are usually small). 

But we have a visionary regional pastor—Vasily Kozorezov—who 

is a good example for us of commitment to ministry and a godly 

life. Thanks to his encouragement, we are bearing fruit in this 

new, difficult ground. We have his blessing to begin a new church 

in one of the largest local districts—a place with 200,000 people 

waiting to hear the Gospel! Please, pray for us and together 

with us!

Vladimir NenastinNizhny Novgorod, Russia

Editor’s Note: Vladimir Nenastin himself is a tremendous example of a young man 
with a missionary heart. He led the exciting, fruitful church ministry in Russia’s 

Siberian Arctic on the Taimir peninsula in the city of Dudinka. After several years 
there and previously in Krasnoyarsk, Siberia, Vladimir is now plowing and tilling 

the spiritual ground of this strategic Russian city. Next is a brief report from Vasily 
Kozorezov, regional vice president of the Russian UECB, whom Vladimir briefly 

mentioned in his letter:

In Sukhinichi, we are reaching people with the help of an 

itinerant library of Bibles and Christian books. The main purpose 

is to attract the attention of people, and then we give them New 

Testaments and other books and converse with them. Recently 

we met a local man named Nikolai. He has a wife, a daughter and 

a new granddaughter. Nikolai has been in prison several times 

and he cannot stop drinking. Like the people after the Apostle 

Peter’s preaching in Acts 2, Nikolai asked me, “What shall I do?” 

His earnest question opened the door for me to share the Good 

News of Christ’s love with him. He has invited me to visit his 

family. Every person in Sukhinichi needs God. I have visited many 

places here and have seen the great need of the people!
Sergei Volokitin

Sukhinichi, Russia

Lately, the Lord has blessed our outreach ministry, and we have 

had many opportunities to tell people of our Savior Jesus Christ. We 

held (SGA-sponsored) Immanuel’s Child Christmas ministries in our 

churches, and held programs for kids in the orphanages, where children 

and adults alike heard what God’s Word has to say about Christ. We 

have had a blessed ministry with drug addicts and alcoholics, and God is 

releasing them from their dependencies. We recently baptized Ilya, one 

former addict who now lives for God. He has expressed his desire to keep 

serving the Lord in the rehab center, and we can see his zealousness 

and commitment. Our church operates two such centers with a total of 

30 people undergoing Bible-based rehabilitation. Please pray for Ilya 

and Alexander as they continue this work! We cordially thank you, dear 

brothers and sisters, for your love and faithfulness to the Lord! 

Vasily Kozorezov

Nizhny Novgorod, Russia



How You Can Help
Across Russia and her neighboring nations, there are more than 
350 faithful SGA-sponsored missionary pastors proclaiming 
the Gospel with the help of our partners. But the territory to 
be reached is enormous, with some of the most inhospitable 
climates on earth. The vast majority of cities, towns and 
villages remain without even one Bible-preaching church. 

SGA partners support their labors in a variety of ways—providing Russian-language Bibles 
and Christian literature, equipping Orphans Reborn workers to reach children, summer 
camps, youth ministry, distributing humanitarian aid and so much more. Please prayerfully 
consider what you can do to further the work of the Kingdom in the CIS. 

CIS in the News . . . 
Ukraine Marks 26th Anniversary of 
Chernobyl Tragedy

Ukrainians observed the 26th anniversary 
of the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear tragedy in 
a special ceremony led by President Viktor 
Yanukovich. Initial construction has begun of 
what will eventually be a 20,000 ton structure 
to cover the remnants of the ruined reactor—
now covered by a crumbling concrete 
and metal sarcophagus. Completion is 
expected in 2015, when the dangerous job of 
dismantling the reactor and cleaning massive 
amounts of radioactive waste is to start. 

The Chernobyl explosion sent a vast 
radioactive cloud across Europe, with the 
neighboring nation of Belarus absorbing the 

brunt. Evidence of the residual radiation can 
be seen in children who live in contaminated 
regions. The children suffer from cancer 
and other radiation-induced illnesses. SGA 
partners help support a UECB-operated 
children’s camp in Kobrin, Belarus. Afflicted 
children come there for diagnostic tests, 
treatment, and dental care. Please pray for 
the camp leaders as they not only treat the 
children, but also minister Christ’s love and 
the Gospel to them and to their families. 

Source: USA Today

Russian Airborne Forces Drill in U.S. 

In an historic first, Russian airborne forces 
have conducted joint anti-terrorism drills 
with U.S. forces on U.S. soil. The May 
exercises at Fort Carson, Colorado, consisted 
of parachuting, operations planning, 
reconnaissance, assault and anti-terror 
operations, and helicopter evacuations. While 
in the U.S., the Russian soldiers were treated 
to a baseball game in Colorado Springs. 

Source: RT.com

Perseverance Under Trial

Pastor Nikolai Devyatkin
Archangelsk, Russia

The origins of the far northern Russian 
port city of Arkhangelsk date to the 
12th century, when monks founded a 
monastery named after the Archangel 
Michael. Local authorities have opposed 
evangelical ministry, yet SGA-sponsored 
missionary pastor Nikolai Devyatkin 
perseveres despite the opposition. The 
faithful support and encouragement of SGA 
partners helps sustain him amid the trials.

Summons to the Prosecutor’s Office

Last fall, Nikolai was summoned to the 
prosecutor’s office about the church’s 
children’s music camp. Nikolai relates, 
“The prosecutor said that someone had 
written her, so she had to meet and talk to 
me. I gave her a New Testament.” 

Then in November, a new Orthodox bishop 
and a regional vice governor led a campaign 
against what they called “destructive sects.” 
Mass media and speakers from Moscow 
helped spread the campaign. 

The impact of this anti-evangelical 

activity was seen when Nikolai visited 
an institution where they had organized 
Christmas ministries for children. At first, 
the administrators gave oral consent for 
the meeting, but later refused, saying the 
hall had been booked for other activities. 
But the Lord quickly helped them find 
another place for the outreach. 

A Different Reception in Prison

Despite these difficulties, the Lord 
continues to open doors to share Christ’s 
love. Nikolai ministered to young boys at 
a juvenile prison and the youths listened 
attentively to God’s Word. The warden 
expressed his thankfulness for Nikolai’s 
visit. They also were able to meet at a 
state-operated drug rehab center, where 
they shared Christ’s love. But Nikolai says 
there is much more to do . . . 

We continue to have an urgent need 
for workers in the region. There are 
no resident pastors in Novodvinsk 
or the village of Nyandoma. We also 
need prayer to resolve legal issues 
regarding the church’s land. Please 
pray with us concerning these needs. 

Here is the perseverance of the saints who keep the commandments of God and their faith 
in Jesus (Revelation 14:12). 
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God not only transformed Vladimir 
Nenastin’s life, He gave him faith, life 
and hope. Having been born into a 
dysfunctional family that was rife 
with ongoing turmoil, worries and 
problems that included his drunken 
father beating his mother, Vladimir 
and his older brother eventually lived 
only with their mother.

Although he was cheerful on the 
outside, Vladimir remembers that 
his life was scarred and his heart 
was rotten. Barely graduating from 
a College for Physical Education in 
California, he determined not to be 
dependent on others. For a while, 
looting, extortion and fraud gave 
him what he felt he wanted, but on a 
trip back to the former USSR, he was 
sentenced to a term in a Russian prison. 
In 1991, on a prison bench, Vladimir 
called out to God in repentance and 
Christ transformed his life.

From the beginning, Vladimir decided 
to firmly and 
finally devote 
his life to Christ 
without reserve 
for ministry. 
After being 
released from 
prison, he 
returned to his 
home town in 

Krasnoyarsk where he was baptized. 
He soon married Julia, a young 
woman whom he had met before his 
repentance, but who believed soon 
after Vladimir.

Over the next15 years, in addition to 
studies at Krasnoyarsk Bible College 
and Novosibirsk Theological Seminary, 
Vladimir served very effectively and 
fruitfully as a missionary pastor in the 
Taimir Region of extreme northern 
Krasnoyarsk and in the city of 
Krasnoyarsk. 

Most recently, he began missionary 
service in the Nizhny Novgorod 
Region with Regional Pastor Vasily 
Kozorezov. In addition to being a 
missionary pastor, Vladimir will 
assist with rehab center and social 
ministries in the Nizhny Novgorod 
Region. That region has an Antioch 
Initiative partnership with some 
Atlantic Canada churches. Please pray 
for Vladimir, his family, their new 
ministries and support needs.

Al’s September Schedule:
16 – Calvary Baptist Church – Emo, ON
17 – SGA US Board Meeting
23 – City Centre Baptist Church – 
Mississauga, ON
24 – SGA/Canada Board Meeting
25 – Oct. 5 – Russia Trip (Moscow, 
Nizhny Novgorod, Ivanovo)

We have a very close-knit loving family, but it was not always so.
CANADA

Canadian Connection

Vladimir Nenastin


