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What Children Are These?

Fe b r u a r y 2 0 1 5

What child is this, who laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? . . .
(William Chatterton Dix, 1865)

How many of us have heard the beautiful
words of the above Christmas carol
through the years? Perhaps you might
have sung it this past Christmas, as did
many children and families across Russia
and her neighboring countries. And with
the timeless words, imagining that night
long ago when our Savior humbly took on
human flesh, and entered this world to
sleep in a manger because there was no
room in the inn (Luke 2:7).

have often pondered the questions, “What
children are these? What will be their
future lives in this world? Their eternal
destiny?” For two Belarussian orphans,
especially young Alexandra, “What Child Is
This?” has been in her heart for 11 years.
Pastor Sergei Konyshev picks up the story
from here.
Alexandra plays the piano, and she
often plays “What Child Is This?”

Many of us who have interacted with
precious orphan children through the
SGA-sponsored Orphans Reborn ministry

Alexandra’s testimony brings hope for young
Danik.

when we visit. In 2003 she first went
into the Bolshie Novoselki orphanage
where we had visited. My daughter
Kristina and I had sung this song
at the Christmas outreach. Later,

For many boys and girls, Orphans Reborn
workers are a lifeline of hope in Christ.

Alexandra was placed in a foster
family and convinced her caregivers
to let her go to music school. In
addition to the other music she has
learned, she learned this song on the
piano and has remembered it to this
day. She told us that she remembered
the drama program of Jesus’ birth, the
Christmas story, the gifts she received,
and this song. And she declares, “I
believe in God!” It has been 11 years,
but the life-changing Gospel lives in
her heart!

Pray for young Danik’s salvation and healing
from the abuse he has received.

Danik is another child at the
orphanage who has a quite different,
tragic story. When we saw him, we
could tell he had a problem with his
right eye, on which he had surgery.

I found out that Danik’s mother had
gotten drunk, and in a rage, threw a
bottle at her little boy and hit him in
that eye. The impact was so severe
that the longitudinal muscle in his
eye was severed. Danik remembers
the incident vividly, and says that he
lost a lot of blood. He can see, but the
placement of his eye has shifted. I am
so thankful to the Lord that we are
able to serve children like these who
have undergone so much hardship.
How our God works! That meeting with
Alexandra so long ago was not in vain.
Sergei says she will soon be going to
college to continue her music study, and
they are praying that her faith will remain
strong. Danik and the other children who
remain send their warm gratitude that
you make it possible for Sergei and the
Orphans Reborn team to keep visiting.
Sergei asks that we pray for Danik, and for
the salvation of his family.
What children are these? They are
children whom Jesus loves—precious in
His sight. They are children He came to
save. Thank you for making it possible to
take His love and His glorious Gospel to
them!

Orphan children are often eager participants in Bible lessons and other activities.

Amazing Grace . . . How Sweet the Sound
While the SGA-sponsored Orphans Reborn
ministry goes on the year round, summer
is a very active outreach period with
summer camps and other efforts in full
swing. In Belarus and other nations of the
Commonwealth of Independent States
(CIS), many children were able to attend
summer Christian camps.

In July, Pastor Pavel from Belarus led
camp outreaches to needy children and
teenagers from local orphanages. For the
teen session, 13 orphans took part, and as
Pastor Pavel reports, it was bittersweet, as
some of the children were leaving soon . . .
Four of these youth were attending
the camp for the first time, and one
girl named Diana has been adopted—
soon to be moving to another country.
At this point, we do not know if we
will be able to maintain contact with
her, or whether she will be able to
hear more about the Gospel. Because
of this, we are especially thankful she
could hear about God while she was
with us. Diana is 14 years old and is
fairly serious about the things she
has heard thus far, and she has been
thinking a lot about all of it. We could
also see that the kids who have been
with us in previous years feel a lot
more comfortable with us now. It was

obvious that they learned a great deal
last year. At the end of the session, a
boy named Ilya repented and prayed
a prayer of salvation. It was his first
time at camp!

Christian summer camp activities are so much
more than fun. They are life-changing.

According to Pavel, they tried to have a
wide variety of activities for the orphan
children and teens. They all went to
town, attended worship services, and
went to visit different people. When they
returned to the camp, every evening they
gathered around a campfire and talked
about issues that the kids are facing. There
were several—from pastors to youth
leaders to lay workers—who shared their
own testimonies with the orphans and
gave them advice in response to their
questions. The youth from the church
joined in, and all sang together. One of
the songs that the children really tried to

When we say “Orphans Reborn,” the words themselves are not
enough to fully describe what God is doing in so many young
lives. Below are the faces, some of the names, and the many
activities being used by the Lord to demonstrate His love to
these most forgotten of children, and to bring them to Himself.
It cannot happen without your prayers and faithful support!
Thank you!

A loving touch . . . A kind word . . . A Bible lesson . . . A song . . . A prayer . . . and the love of Jesus.

grasp was the beloved hymn “Amazing
Grace.” It was wonderful for them to

The seeds of the Gospel sown around a
campfire. Pray for the harvest!

contemplate and know that through the
amazing grace of the Lord Jesus, they can
be . . . saved through faith; and that not
of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a
result of works, so that no one may boast
(Ephesians 2:8-9).

While the summer activities have come
to a close, the ministry of Orphans
Reborn goes on. With ministry conditions
changing continually across the CIS and
access becoming ever more difficult, your
prayers and faithful support are more
important than ever. Pavel asks that you
continue to pray for these kids, and that
God will nurture the seeds sown and bring
forth the fruit of repentance. Pray also for
the orphans who will be leaving, asking
God to bring them to saving faith and to
protect them in their new surroundings.
And please, pray for additional resources
for Orphans Reborn teams. Thousands of
children are waiting—even wanting—to
hear of Christ’s love!

SGA’s My Mission Adventure for VBS and Sunday School

Children love adventure tales. How much
better when they learn that they can have
a real adventure right now at home—an
adventure that can impact boys and girls
like them on the other side of the world!
SGA’s special curriculum, My Mission
Adventure (MMA), is an engaging, multi-

Changing Times, Changing Ministry
Paradigms
The violent conflict over the past year
or more in Ukraine has had many tragic
effects. More than 4,300 people have
been killed since fighting began in April
of 2014, and thousands of refugees have
fled the conflict, creating an enormous
humanitarian crisis.

prayer is needed. The economies of both
Ukraine and Russia have been severely
damaged, driving poverty up. Tensions
have increased between Russia and
Western nations, which history shows
can interfere with ministries. Please pray
for our brothers and sisters in Ukraine,
Russia, and the CIS as a whole. Pray also
for God’s ongoing provision for SGA’s
Crisis Evangelism Fund, through which
we are helping churches minister to
those whose lives have been shattered.
See our special web page, www.sga.org/
crisisevangelism.

The domino effects are many, and urgent

The Lifetime Adventure of
Sharing the Gospel!
Go into all the world and preach the Gospel
to all creation (Mark 16:15).

CIS in the News

media series geared for children 8 to
12 years old. Not only does it teach kids
about orphan children who need Christ’s
love across Russia and her neighboring
countries, but it also teaches them about
“living life on mission.” Anyone can be a
missionary for Christ—sharing the Gospel
with family and friends! There are two
MMA kits available. To find out more, visit
SGA’s website or call us at 1-800-BIBLE-50.
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How You Can Help

For those of us who grew up in loving homes, it is hard
to fathom what growing up parentless—or amid abuse
and neglect—is like. Our hearts break for the thousands
upon thousands of children in orphanages or children’s
homes across Russia and her neighboring countries.
But SGA partners are making a difference for many,
and we deeply appreciate it. Your prayers and support
accomplish so much more—
providing Russian-language Bibles
and Christian literature, Bible
training, children’s ministries,
compassion ministry, and help
for missionary pastors in the field
proclaiming the Gospel. Please pray
about how you can help today!

Canadian Connection

They had gathered the church together, declaring all that the
Lord had done, had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles.
They remained no little time (Acts 14:27, 28 edited).
I long to spend more time with
Canadian churches, home groups,
and dear folks like you, explaining
in detail the doors of faith that the
Lord is opening and expanding. Time
and Canada’s size make that difficult.
In the days ahead, I will write more
about resourcing women’s ministry in
the CIS, developing partnerships with
The Gospel Coalition, Together for the
Gospel, and the very effective ChurchBased Coaching Training Model as
it is found in SEMBEQ and French
Fellowship Baptist Churches in Quebec.
But today, I want to tell you more
about the door that the Lord has
opened for the fruitful Orphans
Reborn ministry that is well known
and generously supported by
many of you. SGA/Canada ministry
partners enable us to partner with
OR workers and pastors in five
locations in Russia, one location in
Ukraine, two in Central Asia, and one
location in Belarus.

Effective ministry that begins in the
orphanage must be nurtured and
strengthened by a discipleship/
caring ministry when the orphans
leave (graduate) from the orphanage:
We are working with 3 graduates.
Two of them, Dima and Diana,
are brother and sister. They were

by Allan Vincent

each given a new
small apartment in
a nearby city. Other
than one bed, one
chair, one fork, one knife and
one spoon for each of them, the
apartments were unfurnished.
Between them, they were to share
one lamp and a washing machine.
With the help of SGA, we were
able to connect Dima and Diana
with a nearby pastor and church,
where they now attend and enjoy
the help of spiritual fellowship.
The SGA director in Belarus also
helped us provide the necessary
furniture, tables, chairs, shelves,
bedding, and mirrors for the
bathrooms and lamps, etc.
(Tsegalko – June 2014 OR and
June/July 14 Report)

We thank God for pastors like Igor,
and OR workers who not only
sow the seed, but also nurture the
graduates who have believed, or are
open to the Gospel.

Dima and Diana are thinking about
baptism. Dima—who is now working—
has affirmed that he is a Christian and
will not buy alcohol for workmates as
is expected by Russian tradition. Please
pray for them, and for Orphans Reborn.
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